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CICERO DE NAT.'DEOR. 






At a meeting of the Committee fermei fw the ia- 
Testigation ef the trtth or fa^lsehood of theprafi^sed; 
abstmenee of A^n Moore, on Tuesday May 18, 1815, 
Sir OswaW Mosley, Bart. In the ehair/k iras res^red, ' 
unanimously, 



- * c- 



*< That the Aanks of tbe Committee be given to the Rev. J^h Richmond^ 
0to whose original proposition in November last, and subsequent per- 
severance in the plan tUl the present time, the discovery of the imposture 
has been ovis^). for the pains he has Ijiestpwed upon a sv^j^ct which has 
«aLcited so much pjjibllc interest." And, « that be be requested to pr^fwire 
ibr the press, a Statejpent of Facts relative to the supposed Aba^nenee of 
4tt|L MooTiBi, afd a N^Mative of the Ciscvmstances, wl^cb ^ed to tfee ff cei^t 
detection of the Imposture." 

The compiler of the following pages appeals to 
the foregoing resolution as his apology for engaging 
in the present undertaking. He was induced to com- 
ply wit^ the request of tbp Committee, as well from 
motives of sincere respect and regard for his highly 
respected associates in the business of the recent in^ 
vestigation ; as from a conviction of the expediency 
of laying before the public ' an authentic detail of the 
late enquiry* 



u PREFACE. 

... t 

A series of pressing engagements for some weeks 
subsequent to the passing^ of the ab#«^e resolution, un- 
avoidably prevented him from fulfilling the wishes 
of the Committee, so immediately as the nature ' of 
the subject seemed to require. 

He trusts that, in different points of view, good 
may arise from the vindication of the cause of truth, 
through the detection of falsehood here recorded. It 
has been his aim, in the jmet i^bich he took through- 
out the whole prqgress of the late proceedings, 
whether contemplated in connection with social order, 
philosophy, or religion, to promote the welfare of 
his fellow creatures through the medium of active and 
usefrd investigation  

In the hope that this object may be yet ftirther 
attained, he now submits the ensuing Statement to 
the candid consideration of the Comnuttee and the 
Public. 



Turv^, June 26, 1813. 



STATEMENT OF FACTS, 



&C. &C. 



. X HE Subject of the professed abstinence of ANN( 
MOORE, an inhabitant of Tntbuiy, a small town in 
the county of Stafford, has for some years past at- 
tracted a considerable share of public attention . The 
circumstantial evidence by which the fact appeared to 
be authenticated — ^the number of persons highly re- 
spected as to rank, talent, and scientific .attainments^ 
who investigated and then avowed their belief of the 
case — and the absence of any testimony, that seemed 
materially to invalidate the truth of her assertions for 
more than four years, had contributed in no small de- 
gree to attach importance to the story. Nevertheless, 
much division of sentiment subsisted amongst medi- 
cal and other persons in regard to the truth and pro- 
bability of the fact. 

Some objected on abstract principles, by arguing 
on the impossibility of the case being true. Others, 
thinking that the physiological question never has 
been decided as yet, and attaching credit to various 
otherrecorded insta;pces of total abstinence from food, 
have maintained the possibility of the fact, and ad- 
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vanced ingenious hypotheses in order to acconnt for 
it. Some, who adtuitted the physical possibility of 
such a mode of subsistence, have suspected imposture 
in the present instance, owing to observations made 
upon her behaviour and conduct. Whilst others, by 
the very same kind of intercourse, have been induced 
to foi'm the opposite conclusion. The apparent evi- 
dence in favour of the validity of her declarations^ 
had, in numerous instances, produced impres- 
sions proportionally strong, as the enquirers had 
repeated opportunities of investigating the testimony^ 
Hence, many, who after a hasty and superficial inves* 
ligation had once declared their disbelief of the case^ 
subsequently changed their opinion, and became fa* 
Tourable to her, after they bad examined more mi- 
nutely into the circumstances of the history. 

On the other hand, some who once thought well . 
of her case, and whose opin»ons are well known and 
remembered as they then stood, have since doubted, 
or from different causes formed decisive conclusions to 
her disadvantage. 

Both the wise and the good have been ranged oa 
each side of the question. 

Multitudes of visitors from all parts of the king- 
dom have flocked to Tutbury, and numbers left it 
firmly persuaded of the probability of the woman's 
history being valid and correct. 

The constantly repeated assertion of Ann Moore 
was, that since the spring of 1807 she had not swal- 
lowed any kind of solid food, with the exception, once 
in the month of June following, of the inside of a few 
blackcurrants; and that since the autumn of 1808 
she had not swallowed any liquid whatsoever. She 
also maintained that she coald not swallowj^ (if she 



• did titteftipt it) without danger of immediate suffoca^ 
tion ; that she felt neither appetite nor thirsty and had 
no evacuations. 

The question therefore at issue between this wo- 
man and the public was that of total and unequivocal 
-abstinence from the act of swallowing either solids jov 
liquids^ of any sort or description. 

A committee was recently established in order to 
' investigate the truth or falsehood of the case. Their 
enquiries have terminated in the detection of the im- 
posture. It is now deemed expedient to lay before the 
public a statement of facts connected with the dis- 
covery. In order to do this in a satisfactory manner^ 
it may be proper to enumerate some of the principal 
circumstances which had for a length of time induced 
so many persons to yield their assent to the credi- 
bility of the woman's declarations. • 

» 

The first of these circumstances was the result of 
the Watch instituted upon her in the autumn of 
1808. She had for some years been in a bad state of 
healthy declined in her appetitie, and was nluch re- 
duced in bodily strength. At length she asserted^ 
and it was confirmed by the testimony of two young 
women of good character, .who lived in the same 
bouse with her, that she had long ceased to eat solid) 
' food^ and that sh^ took nothing liquid, except a veiy; 
small quantity of plain water. This profession of' 
abstinence excited much enmity against her. She 
was at that time labouring under the pressure of ex- 
treme poverty. Her positive declarations on the sub- 
ject of fasting seemed only to increase the neglect and 
^ dislike with which on different accounts she was 
treated. Her former character had been very indif- \ 
ferent. Sepai'ated at an early period from her hu3- ' 
band^ she had lived in various places of service, iu the 
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last of which she became the mother of two illegiti- 
mate children, the youngest of whom, a girl, has lived 
with her from her infancy. Many circumstances had 
excited a high degree of local prejudice against her. 

It is true, that during the two years preceding the^^ 
' first Watch she began to make a religious profession^ 
' seemed to be sensible of the sinfulness of her past 
8tate, and to be sincerely ai>xi(Mis to obtain that for- 
giveness and peace of min"d, which a right applicatiou 
of christian principles can alone aflford to a guilty^ 
conscience. A few benevolent individuals did enter- 
tain a belief of her sincerity, and hoped that extreme 
poverty with other afflictions of body and mind had 
been made instrumental, through divine mercy, to an 
important change in her disposition and conduct* 
These few friends, all of them in respectable station^ 
- of life, credited her professions on the score of absti- 
nence, because they trusted in the hopeful appearancea 
of a moral and religious amendment. They were also- 
not aware that she had any temptation at that time 
to practise an imposition on the subject of abstinence.. 
For it was clear that so far from gaining either credit 
or advantage by the declaration amongst the great 
body of her neighbours^ she lost both in proportion as 
she persevered in it. 

Under these circumstances, in order to ascertain^ 
if possible, by conclusive evidence, whether she did 
live without food, a little water ex!cepted^ the first 
Watch was instituted* 

Mr. Taylor, a respectable surgeon of Lane End^ 
in Staflfbrdshire, undertook the superintendance of the 
transaction. He was a man* of diligent research^ and 

5ossessed with strong prejudices against the case, 
"his gentleman*s own account of the first Watch is 
given in the Appendix (a)^ as one amongst other doca* 



ttents necessary to exhibit to the reader the natnre of 
^^at aatbority, on which a large share of public assent 
and belief oil the conclusiveness pf that Watch has 
rested. 

It may suffice h^re to observe, that at its termi- 
nation she was firmly believed to have subsisted six- 
teen days without solid food, and thirteen without 
liquid. The event entirely established her veracity 
throughout the town, and was soon made known in 
«very direction. 

Another ground of assent to this woman'^ case 
was the opinion of a considerable body of medical 
men expressed in her favour. Several physicians and 
surgeons of known talent and respectability have vi- 
sited her, and after an attentive examination of the 
circumstances, given their sanction, not only to the 
possibility but the probability of her assertions being 
true. Some ha^e recorded the case in the public 
Journals, and given rise to comments and obseiva- 
tions of a learned and ingenious nature on the subject 
of human existence under circumstance*^ of abstinence* 
Such a collection of materials from medical authority 
had great weight with many persons in the formation 
of their own judgments. Extracts from some of the 
published accounts of Ann Moore's case, and from 
other articles illustrative of the subject, which have 
been communicated to the public by respectable writ* 
ers, are given in the A]>penaix (a. b.), in order to leave 
upon record a specimen of the state ot opinions on the 
question atlarge« 

. . la addition to the abovementioned statements on 
the subject of Ann Moore^s abstinence may be added 
the various similar instances of long fasting at dif- 
ferent times recorded and apparently supported by 
jreipectabk . tefitimopy* Tb^iftii (m^ iiltye ha4 f^ 



tendency to lessen the indisposition to . belief on ' thar. 
ground of the impossibility of the supposition. What- 
ever may have been the accurate state of facts in re- 
gard to any or all of the many published accounts oft 
abstinent persons, yet it is certain that* the supposed 
authenticitv of those narratives has contributed to 
support the credit of the present story, corroborated, 
as it seemed to be, by other species of evidence in her 
favour. 

A few such cases are subjoined in the Appendix, 
and willj to the investigator of physical truth, aSbrd 
an interesting- subject of enquiry, while they at the 
same time promote the object which this part of the 
narrative has in view, viz. to exhibit the character and 
combination of materials which contributed to esta- 
blish the belief of many thinking persons in the va- 
lidity of the case of Ann Moore. (See Appendix b.) 

Another circumstance which has with many of 
her visitors had a powerful effect in sti-engthening the . 
apparent credibility of her declarations on the subject 
of fasting, is the peculiar and contracted form of the 
lower part of the body. The correspondence of this 
manifest symptom with the accounts published by 
medical - gentlemen, was frequently deemed almost 
conclusive as to the subject of her extreme abstinence. 
From whatever cause this singular formation of the 
stomach may have arisen, it undoubtedly had an ap- 
parent connection with her abstinent state, and it was 
repeatedly allowed to be so by those skilled in the 
anatomy of the human system. As such, it ought ta 
be reckoned among the causes of belief in her case. 
The letters in the Appendix (a) will elucidate this fact* 

A circumstance which much contributed to esta- 
blish the credit of Ann Moore's case in the nnnds 
of not a few of her visitors, was the steady, serious, an4 - .; 



stiperiour matiner and conversation which she fre- 
ijnently exhibited to those with whom she discoursed. 
The object of the present publication is to illustrate 
moral as well as physical knowledge through the me- 
dium of the recent di^^closure. It is therefore neces- 
sary to detail such particulars as relate to the mental^ 
as well as the corporeal characteristics of the case. 

Serious and interesting, however, as her behaviour 
appeared to some, it has been clearly ascertained that 
«he conducted herself diflferently towards different vi- 
sitors., and that she was not uniformly consistent in 
her manner. This will easily account for varying and 
contradictory conclusions which have been formed 
^concerning her. 

It is well known, that in numerous visits which 
liave been made to her by persons of piety, good sense, 
education, and talent, she maintained an appearance 
of religious and moral feeling, founded oti christian 
principles and scriptural morality. She spoke with 
ability, clearness, and propriety on such subjects, and 
often left an impressioa of a highly favourable nature 
on the minds of those who conversed with her. Hence 
it arose, that the hopeful judgment, which it is the pro- 
vince of christian charity to form and encourage as to 
the character of others under apparently consistent 
cincumstances, operated in her favour to no small ex- 
tent. It disposed many respectable and amiable indi- 
vidnal* to conclude that she was upright in what she 
asserted, bt)th as to her mental and bodily state. The 
on6 seemed to be a test of the other. 

' Yet truth requires it to be remarked, that the es- 
timation in which she was held amongst several of the ~ 
jnore piously disposed of her neighbours was not un- 
»jixed with obsen^ations on her temper, conversation, 
jmd aecasioBai coiniacli which lessened her m the^iicai^ 
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of approbation. They had various other reasons for be- 
lieving her abstinence to be real, and they by no means 
conceived her to be an impostor. They were willing 
to make allowances for the eflfects which popularity, 
much intercourse with visitors of every description, 
and the accession of pecuniary advantages mignt be 
supposed to occasion in a person of. hep former con- 
dition in life. They hoped and believed that in the 
main she was sincere^ though deficient in some import- 
tant features of true religious excellence. But for the 
most part, strangers, ivho only saw her occasionally, 
and to whom she addressed nlany judicious and in- 
. teresting remarks, were the persons who formed con- 
clusions the most favourable to her religious character. 

Without doubt opinions of a contrary nature 
were formed by some of her incidental visitors. The 
variations in her behaviour, as well as their di- 
versity of taste and disposition, will easily account for 
the fact. To some her piety appeared ostentatious ; 
her moral admonitions, impertinent; and her religious 
pretensions, hypocritical. However the faithfulness of 
narrative truth requires it to be stated that^ in the minds 
of a considerable number of visitors, her conversational 
ability, and seeming regard for moral and religious 
propriety excited a sentiment of regard and respect. 

Happy would it have been for herself, and orna-* 
mental to the cause of sacred truth, if actual integrity 
of principle had been found substantially to exist, 
where so much of the outward assumption had che- 
rished the hope of its reality. \ 

Amongst the inhabitants of Tutbury it was an 
ailment of constantly encreasing weight in support 
of the woman's case, that during the period since the 
Watch of 1808, no suspicious circumstance had trans- 
pired, no discovery been made, no accusation brought 
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forward which seemed to iuTalidate the inference 
drawn from the original Watch. .Many of the neigh- 
bours observed the daily proceedings^ of her household 
with no small vshare of jealousy, and would, on many? 
accounts, have been ready to seize on any appearance 
of a suspicious nature. Many viewed her pecuniary 
Teceipts with envy, while comparatively few could be; 
benefited by them. The desire to detect her existed; 
in many minds. But the non-occurrence of anything 
which tended to impeach her veracity on the articlor 
of abstinence for such a length of time had a ver^ 
powerful influence on the conclusion which they drew. 

It was known in the town that generally she had 
very young children inmates of her dwelling and 
sleeping in the room with her. These children have 
been at various times threatened, tempted, bribed, and 

Eersuaded to declare whether they knew anything of 
er taking food. No such confession could ever be. 
procured, and it was deemed highly improbable that 
she would suffer a secret of such importance to herself 
to be^ntrusted to those whose weakness and timidity 
must have constantly exposed her to the danger of 
detection. On the other hand they thought it impro- 
bable that the secret, if such it were, could be un- 
known to the inmates of her chamber. 

Other remarks upon the conduct and behaviour 
of two young women of unimpeached character for 
honesty and veracity, who at different periods of her 
professed abstinence lived with and have some years 
since left her^ strengthened the opinion of the neifi^h- 
bours that no . collusion whatever subsisted in sup- 
port of any imposition. Strangers, who suspected 
the woman herself, naturally coniprehended her inmates 
in the suspicion. But those who knew these persons, 
as well before the period of her supposed abstinence, 
as during i^jfgjitinuance, and since their separation 
frpm hier, ha^i^^^psmly thought well of MeiV integrity. 
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^< The combination of evidence of various kinds, all 
Connirring in favour of the story, had great effect on 
^ the minds of many sensible and intelligent persons in 
the town and vicinity. It appeared to them to be al- 
most as great a subject of wonder, that an imposition 
shonld be carried on, under all the known and appa- 
rent circumstances of the case without some kind of 
discovery, as that she should actually be a real absti- 
nent frojn food. Thus the conviction which the in- 
haliTtants in general had of the tnith of the case, led 
them of course to make such representations to 
strangers as greatly contributed to extend the publicity 
and belief of her asseitions. 

] Injury was done to the cause of sober enquiry, m 
some instances, by the injudicious, hasty, and some- 
times illiberal mode ofaricunient which those, who 
disbelieved the case, thought fit to adopt. Unkind 
and unsubstantiated surmises and accusations against 
the persons who canned on the former Watch ; sug- 
gestions to the disadvantage of the whole body of the 
inhabitants of the place as wilful supporters of an im- 
posture ; contemptuous sneers at religion itself and all 
its professors; false inferences drawn from utter mis- 
representations of known facts and circumstances ; Jn- 
conclusive observations resulting from very superficial 
examination; these and other unwarrantable means 
have been substituted for simple, practical, and effi- . 
cient investigation. Conclusions drawn from such 
pre prises could never weigh with persons who know 
how to hold the even balance between truth and eri'or; 
valid and suspicious argument. Such a species of 
reasoning served rather to strengthen than diminish 
the faith of those, who thought themselves more ac- 
curately acquainted with the real state of facts, than 
the objectors evidently were. 

At the same time, candour and impartiality de- 
mand the acknowledgment that the foregoing censure 
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is far from being universally applicable to those wh a 
have opposed hei* case. Sound and dispassionate 
reasoning, accompanied by learned and acute illustra- 
trations, have been advanced in order to sbew the im- 

Srobability of total abstinence in the case of Ana 
loore. 

Such appear to have been the principal grounds 
on which the sensible and more enlightened part of 
the public, who believed in this woman's story, formed 
their conclusions. 

It must also be stated, that some persons of a 
weak and enthusiastic turn of mind credited the case, 
not so much from any accurate investigation of the 
circumstantial evidence, as from a propensity to be- 
lieve in the marvellous. Such even connected the 
idea of a miraculous dispensation with the supposed 
fact of her total abstinence. Nothing however can 
be more erroneous than the supposition, not linfre* 
quently entertained, that all those who credited 
her case, viewed it as a miracle. 

The foregoing statement and the articles inserted 
in the Appendix clearly prove, that persons of scien- 
tific character have attempted to account for the fact of 
her continued abstinence on medical and philosophical 
principles. Such reasonings, whiether essentially cor- • 
rect or not, fully satisfied many of her believers, that 
there was no necessity to resort to the hypothesis 
of a miracle, in order to resolve the supposed difficult 
ty of the case. 

Nee Deus intersit^ nisi digaiis vindice nodus. \ 

In mativ conversations which Ann Moore herself 
held with difierent persons, she ascribed her powers and 
the ^support of her bodily system, to absorption by the 
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lungs and skin. She used to state that some physt* 
cians wbohad visited her, assured her of the probabili-^ 
ty of its being the case, 
• » 

Perhaps no real or pretended instance of depart- 
ure from the ordinary course of natural subsistence, 
ever attracted a larger share of public attention, or 
maintained its credit for a longer period than that 
undeTi.present consideration. 

Hence arose the necessity of a stricter scrutiny 
into the validity of the story; and hence appears the 
propriety of narrating the particulars of the recent 

c investigation for public satisfaction. Science always 
gains by the establishment of facts. And the cause 
of truth, both physical and moral, receives positive 

; acquirements from a detail of the analytical process of 

fCnquiiy. 

»» • 

In the month of August 1810, the Rev. Legh 
Richmond, Rector of Turvey, in the County of Bed- 
ford, visited Ann Moore, for the first time, in compa- 
ny with some friends from a distant part of the 
country. Her appearance and behaviour excited con- 
siderable interest. She gave a regular account of heif 
whole history, enlarged on the particulars of the 
Watch which she had undergone, and related many 
entertaining anecdotes respecting her various visitors. 
She conversed on religious subjects with great cle^r- 

• ness of intellect and much apparent seriousness of dispo- 
sitiouf She acknowledged the former evil state of 
her life, and entered into all the circumstances that 
led to a change and reformation. The language with 

. which she accompanied her declarations betrayed abi- 
lity and attainments above whatsis usually observable 

.- in persons of that situation in IfBS, wherein she had 
been accustomed to move. IJ^Ireligious sentiments 
were delivered in stiict agreemtot with those of the 
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Scriptures and the Church of England, to which she 
belonged and professed her attachment. Nothing of 
a presumptuous, fanciful, or fanatical description was 
mingled with her conversation. When she spoke of 
the peculiar state of her bodily system, she argued m - 
tionally on physical grounds. When she alluded to 
it in a moral way, she expressed . a hope of her cir- 
cumstances being providentially intended for some 
good end either to herself or others: but said this ia 
a manner perfectly accordant to the principles of 
Christianity and good sense. 

"She referred to the printed accounts of the 
Watch, supported by the testimony of different medi* 
cal gentlemen, who had published the case. . She also 
requested the company to satisfy themselves as; to the 
contracted state of the stomach, as described by those 
writers. On the whole, her visitors that day left her 
tinder a favorable impression that, whatever might be 
the pfbysiological mode of accounting for her subsist- 
ence, the circumstantial evidence was powerful in her 
behalf. The company agreed in opinion, either th^t 
she was a sincere woman and her abstinent conditioa 
most extraordinary; or that she was possessed of. ua- 
psual talents for imposition, and had been remarkably 
aided by a concurrence of events in her favour; 

Above two years elapsed before Mr. R. had an 
opportunity of again visiting Tutbury. His mind had 
in the meantime been fully convinced of the import- 
ance of a further investigation of the matter. Ob- 
servations which he had made upon the opinion of 
numerous individuals with whom he conversed upon 
the subject, proved ^o him that the cause of truth and 
falsehood, both phftosophical and moral, -were impli- 
cated in the transacj^n. He accordingly visited her 
for the. second time^ on the ninth of last November iu 
company with the Rev. S. Shipley, Vicar of Ashbourne,^ 
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and Mr. Collin, a gentleman from London. He in- 
ibrmed her that the express object of his visit was to 
make a more accurate enquiry into all the particulars 
of her history and the evidences of its veracity, in 
order to lay before the public a clearer and more 
siithentic statement of facts, than had yet appeared. 
He added that one thing was highly desirable towards 
the completeness of the investigation and the esta- 
blishment of truth. This was, that she should acced6 
to the proposition of a second Watch, to be conducted 
on as conclusive a principle as possible. He alluded 
to the various opinions which existed on the subject 
of her abstinence, and enforced the propriety of her 
submitting to such a trials as the best evidence of her 
Isincerity, and the most complete method of vindicat- 
ing the assertions which she made. She received the 
|)roposal with complacency, admitted its propriety, and 
said, that if he would undertake the conduct of the 
Watch, she would give her consent. She added, 
that she had frequently declined propositions of this, 
nature, because they had been made to her under cir- 
cumstances, which led her to expect severe and unkind 
treatment, if she complied. . But she said, that if 
Mr. R. would stipulate that she should be treated 
with humanity and respect, she would not object to a 
second trial of this kind. It was then agi'eed that in 
order to render the testimony of the most respectable 
and satisfactory natm*e, clergymen and gentlemen of 
the medical profession should be invited to compose . 
the Watch. Three weeks were thought by the coin* 
pany present to be a proper period for its continu- 
ance, to which proposition she consented, and the ' 
early part of the ensuing year was fixed for the com- 
mencement. 

During the whole of this conversation she mani* 
fested considemble mental ability, particularly in the 
relation of some controversial intercourse which she - 
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liaA at different times held with ministers ahd persons 
of various religious sects and persuasions- There apfc- 
peared to Mr. R. a greater degi-ee of self impoitanoe in 
bet manner, than he observed two years before, which 
' was ascribed to the effects of s6 extensive and sint^ular 
a kind of popularity as sh^ had obtained amongst b* 
numerous visitors from all parts of the kingdom. 
But she still maintained such an appareutly consistant 
view of christian and moral subjects, as to leave 
once more a favorable impression as to the general 
veracity of the case.' Mr. R. had on that day an op^ 
portunity ofincdilng particular enquiries into the history' 
of the first vratch, and of some objeclions'and suspicions 
which he had heard to the disadvantage of its conduct-* 
ors. All seemed to be satisfactory, yet he was more 
than ever confirmed in his judgment that a farther en- 
quiry and trial of the case would, if pursued arid exe- 
cuted^ prove an essential sex'vice to the cause of tmth*'. 

Various engagements prevented him for some, 
months from putting the proposed scheme into exe-, 
cutioUi He had in the interim the satisfaction of 
finding that it met with yery extensive approbation 
and encouragement. ... 

Many expected that she would dread the ap-' 
proach of this trial, and endeavour to throw impe^-v 
aiments in the way. Many others anticipated the 

"triumph of her veracity under the experiment. 
Whatever were her secret feelings, she professed great 
satisfaction in - the prospect, and even complained of 

^the delay in its being carried into execution. In the 
month of February a clerical friend wrote to Mr. R. 
stating that he had just received a letter from a ma- 
gistrate of that neighbourhood, from which he ex^ 
tracted the following paragraph :- — 

• * 

**l saw Ann IVioore few some time on Saturday last. She is 
eettamly much mortified and somewhat out of humour, beeausa >. 



1 

Mr. niefimmid h&B not yet written to propose tlie exabt HA^ 

. for her being watched^ about which she is harassed with a multl* 

tude of questions .by almost every person who now comes to ^ ste 

her. This I can easily credit, becaube a very general expectatioa 

"and curiosity have been excited, far and wide, ^y her acquiescenipe 

in Mr. Richmond's proposal. I do think for her own peace of mind, 

md on every other accoimt, that steps should be speedily taken for 

the accomplishment of this Second Watch, and applications should 

*be made to the clergy and medical gentlemen for their assistance, 

-for she appears to me to confine her wishes to those two classes ex- 

clusively ; and I think she is perfectly- wise in so doing. She is not 

%o well as she usually has been for some time, and this circumstance 

• calls for dispatch in your and Mr. Richmond's engagements/* 

Such was the real or pretended salicltude which 
she then manifested an the subject. 

While steps were taking to accomplish the de ' 
sign, the ptlblication of a pamphlet^ by I)r. Hender- 
son expressive of his opinion, that she was an impos* 
tor, evinced the propriety of the measures which had 
for some months past beea ip a train of preparation. 

A meeting pf gentlemen took place at Tutbury, 
on March 31 sty 1813/ Mr. Richmond stated to them 
the whole of what had passed on the subject, and re^ 
duested their ^d in forming a Committee to conduct 
the requisite projceedings. 

This was readily assented to, and the Committee 
was immediately formed, consisting of the following 
gentlemen:— 

Sir Oswald Moslet, Bart., of Rolleston Hall^ Staflfordshir^/ 
Doctor Simpson, Etwall, Derbyshire. - - -'" 

Doctor Fox, Derby^ 
., jAsifTON ;Nicholas M0SLEY7 Esq.. Park. HUl,DerhysldbPf. 
John GisBORNE, Esq.," Orgreave, StafFordshire. 
The Rev. J. F. Mosley, Rector of Rolleston, StaiSRinblAp(£r' 



> Ttttbury* 
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Xtti Rb-v. Hu©h Bailye, Vicar of Ha»^uj7,.Staffi)rd8}iire. >, 
'IThb Rev* S. Shipley, VicSar of Ashbourne, Derbyshire. 

The Rev. Legh Richmond, Rector of Turvey> Bed&rdshire. 
'Tn^ Rev. G. W. Hutchinson, Vicar of Tutbury. ' 

Me. John Allen> Sen. Surgeon. 

Mr. John All^n, Jun. Surgeon. ^ 

'Mb. Charles Bott. 
'Mr. F. Grbasley. 
,M». W. Smith. 

Mr. G. Cooper. 

Mr. John Owen. 

■Mr. Joseph B. H. Bennett, Seci*ctary. 

to whom was afterwards added. 

The Rev, Frederick Anson, Rector of Sudbury, Derbyshire. 

It was that day resolved to add magistrates to 
the list of gentlemen, who were to be invited to nnder- 
take the Watch. It was suggested by some of the 
medical members of the Committee, that it would be 
. much more satisfactory, if the Watch were to be con- 
tinued- four entire weeks, instead of three, as first 
agreed upon, , 

When this was intimated to her, she objected to 
it as a departure from the original stipulation, adding^ 
that ^he believed it to be a suggestion of some gentle-* 
men, who were inimical to her, only to harrass and 
distress her by a longer separation from her family. 
She appeared to be much irritated by this idea, and 
for some time could not be persuaded to consent to 
the proposition. However, in a little time she sent 
for one of the members of the Committee, and with 
a totally altered and acquiescent manner, said to him^ 
*^I never should have refused your proposal, if I had 
xiot thought it proceeded from those who wish me ill, 
and whom nothing ever would persuade of my in* 
tegrity. But you are welcome to watch me for four 
weeks, and when you have done that^ for sis, monthft' 
longer, if you are willing;* 
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This concession, from whatever motive it pro- 
ceeded, met the wishes of the Committee. Adverti$f^ 
ments and circular letters were Ordered to be imme* 
diately printed to announce the iFormation of the Com- 
mittee, and their object, and to invite magi3trates,clergy- 
men, and medical gentle^len, to co-operate with them 
by undertaking the office of watchers. Numerous ait- 
swers were speedily received by the secretary, contain- 
ing offers of assistance. Public ;attention was in np 
small degree excited. — ^The prqposed Watch became 
the subject of general conversation. All parties 
seemed to concur in the propriety of the intended ex- 
periment, although there was some difference of 
opinibti as to the best mode of executing it. 

A second meeting of the Committee took ploee 
on Tuesday, April 20, being the day preceding 
that appointed for th6 commencement of the Waccli. 

At this meeting, it was particularly recommend- 
ed that her bedstead should be placed on a Merlin's 
weighing machine, by which the difference of her 

•w'eight might be ascertained, in everyinstance of va- 
riation, with the greatest exactness. When this wsls 

'made known* to her, she resisted the proposal as 
as another instance of the disposition of her adver- 
saries to bring her into difficulties and condemn heir 
as an impostor, whether she was su(^ or mot. 

5^ If, " said she, " I should hse weight iluring 
the Watch, it will be ascribed to the waste of my bod^r 
for want of food. And if I should gain weight, it 
w?U be g^aid that I have contrived to obtain food in 
j^pite of the vigilance of the watchers. Either way 
I shall be condemned by those who put any confi- 
dence in the weighing, and therefore 1 wi^ljQOt coih' 
sent to be weighed." 
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While the Committee were consulting on the cir- 
clamstances of this refiisal on the part of the woman, 
she sent a message to signify^ that as the weighing 
was deemed a point of so much consequence by those 
whom she esteemed as her friends, as well as by those 
whom she conceived to be hostile towards her, she 
would make no farther opposition to the proposal of 
the machine^ but leave it to the discretion o^ the 
Committee. A weighing. machine was immedi^tiely 
ordered. It was then also resolved to commence the 
Watch on the n^xt day. 

A copy of the rules ajxd regulaitions adopted for 
the conduct of the Watch is given in the Appendix 
(g). It will thei3U9f appear that the Committee were, 
determined to UAiteth^ principles of humanity, justice^ 
aiid vigilao^e^ ii> tbj^ pla^ of thieir proceedings. 



Watch WHS Appointed to commence at 10 
^Vclock, on Wednesdiay morning, April 21. It was 
thought right t6 nominate four gentlemen on the first 
Wateh, ki addition t<> 1^ resident members of the 
Committee, in order that the t^timony at the begins. 
ning ofthe transaction might be of a aescriptioH the 
liiost satisfactory td tbepublic. Th^ gentlemen who 
undertook the prittiary Exanliilation and*Watcb, w«iid 
Sir Oswald Mbsley, Bar*., Dr. Garlike of Derby, 
Dr. Darwin of LichfieW, andtbe Rev. Legh Richmond^ 
Bhttt owing to the neW bedfefead and some other ar- 
ticles not being finished in time, the Watch did not 
begin till two in the afternoon. Dr. Darwin, agree- 
ably to appointment, Arrived at Tutbilry in time to 
have engaged in the Watch, had it commenced at 10, 
but owing to professional engagements, wa» nott abte 
to remain fluflng the aifternoon. The Watch there* 
foi^ began tinder the snperint0iidance of the other" 
three gentlemen precisely at t^o o* clock. 
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The Hoase is a cottage consisting of two room^ 
otic^above stairs and one below. The lower was oc-^ 
dbpied by a Porter under the orders of the Committee, 
who remained there day and night, to keep guard over 
the door, and to go on occasional messages between 
the watchers and the Committee. The room up- 
stairs was examined with the most scrupulous accu^ 
racy by the members of the Committee and the three 
first watchers. No part of the walls, floor, or cieling 
was left unexplored. Every unnecessary article of fur«» 
iliture was taken out of the house, and what remained 
•^as rigidly scrutinized. A n^w bedstead was pro^ 
vided, a new bed filled with chaff in their ipresence^ 
and every part of the bedding, her linen, cloaths, &c. 
searched with minuteness. The removal of her per- 
son from one bed to the other was very closely watched 
in every circumstance by all the gentlem^i present : 
jafter which, at her own request, her person was ex- 
amined, And every practicable satisfaction afforded, 
that no kind of food either solid or liquid, was oip 
<ould be secreted in the room^ bed, or rbrnitare, or 
collusion have tak^n place in any part of the transact 
fiou. When the bflsipess of the search and removal 
was concluded, no doubt was left upon the mind of 
the parties present, that $he was entjrfely deprived of 
the means of access to any kind of food whatever. 
A rope barrier was plaqed across the chamber, within 
which the watchers alone occupied their station, and 
{)revented all approach to the wppoian ffom the stairs 

and the other part of the roopi. 

« - • - - 

During this examination . and removal^ Ann 
Moore appeared very cheerful and submitted to the 
whole proceeding with greajt alacrity. While the new 
bedstead was putting up, she was placed in a different 
part of the room, fironi that she usually occupied, ex* 
act ly between the two ppppsite windows, which wer^ 
l!R>th| at her own express desire^ kept open during the 



^hole period. There was bereby occa^tbhed a eon- 
siderabie current of air, which the gentlemen present 
thought would be very likely to give her cold, owiiig 
to the direction wherein she was placed during the 
requisite preparations. On their repeatedly proposing 
to her that one of the windows should be closed, she 
always desired that they might both be kept open, as 
s^e liked air, and had no fears of any prejudicial con- 
sequences. 

» 

Some degree of importance attaches to this in- 
cident, as very soon after the commencement of thcfc 
Watch, symptoms of catarrh, cough, fever, hoarseness^ 
rheumatism, &c. made their appearance. The gene- 
rality of the Committee ascribed the cold, which she 
had caught, to the draught of air in which she con- 
tinued so long a time (nearly two hours.) — ^The 
woman herself afterwards said, that it was owing to 
thi^ dampness of the chaff with which the new bed was 
filled. W hereas the gentleman who had provided the 
chaffs had taken great care to see it well dried, and the 
watchers who presided at th^ time of filling, handle4 
it, and were satisfied of it's being in a state sufficiently 
dry for the purpose.. Whether any latent dampness 
might or not still subsist in the chaff notwithstanding; 
the care of the Committee to prevent it, certain it is^ 
that the change of the woman's local position, subject 
to the direct influence of the current . of air betwefiQ 
the windows, was a cause amply adequate to the pro* 
duction of a severe cold ; more especially as she fo^ 
such a length of time had constantly occupied a 
^sheltered comer of the room at some distance fToit\ the 
direct line pf X]xe current of air when the windows 
were open. ... j 

The examination, removal of the woiiuui,;and 
final adjustment of the chamber and it's fumitiir^ 
lasted near three bours,-«*«when the members of-tli^- 
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Committee withdrew^ and left the three watchers in 
l^session of their stations for the remaining hour 
0f their watch. Nothing' paiticnlar occurred during 
this hottr.* She appeared fatigued by the exertion 
she had undergone^ bat was very conversable, and 
seemed tor be in high spirits as to the final issue o^, 
the trial. 

At 6 o' clock the secretary introduced the two 
succeeding watchers^ who, having signed the stipula- 
tion, agreeably to the 6th and 7th regulations Ap- 
pendix (c), came to undertake the second Watch, 

Previously to leaving her room, the following 
attestation was signed by the three gentlemen of the 
first Watch :— , , 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21st, 181S. 

Six o* Clock in tbe Afternoon. 

^Wfi, Si/ Oswald Mosfey, of ftolleston. Baronet, William Beimeet 
Garlike, of Derby, Doctor of Physic, and Legh ^htaond. Clerk, 
Rector of Turvey, in the Couiity of Bedford, being the first persons 
appointed onr the Watch of Ann Moore^ did, at SO minutes past two 
this afternoon, proceed (in the presence of the Rev. George Watson 
Hutchinson, Messrs. Charles Bott, William Smith, George Cooper, 



» « <  < I » I * 



- * It is pfro^fir h^it to obsevre- ttiAt the account of tbe various ctrcum- 
stances of the Watch which is pven in this part of the pubhcation is taken 
principally from the notes and observations which were maile by diifereiit 
imembens of the'Comm&ttcle, or cominunicated tp them premou* to the discon- 
tinuance of the Watch, and the subsequent detection of the imposture. Let- 
ters and communications with wbvch the secretary was favoured by seycni 
«f the watchers after the business was concluded, in reply to his circular let-' 
ter requesting information from them are reserved for the Appendix, where 
the points most worthy of notice, as detailed by each, wdl be fiorand in order^ 
extracted from their papers. * 

Tbls intimation is pven in order to accofont foif the nqiHinsertion in this 
Murtof the .work of some useiiil notices which the gentlemen of the Watch 
nave kindly contributed since. It has been deemed right to lay them before 
%ke reader an the^ane order of times le which the Committer received theav 
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and Joseph Bennett Hankin Bennett^ all of Tutbury^ toddMen^bem 
of the Committee^) moBt minutely, to seatt;h and examkie the ««ooi 
which she occupies, and the contents thereof^ and hav^ :ftdfy' a8oei«- 
tained, that no food is secreted or concealed therein^ nor aietliere 
any private means by which aliment eould be e(Hiveyed<— W#'faawiB 
also witnessed her removal from the former bed to another 'pofpoee*' 
ly made, which, together with* the bolster, wene filled in o«ir pftf^ 
sence with chaff : — ^We also witnessed a ^didongh exaEnlnaUoa of 
the pillows and bed fiomitdre. 



The whole of the pre|>ab:ation of the bed farraeeiTing 
place in our presence, and not a single carcumstanoe appeared ^te 
which we could attach the slightest suspicion. 

Immediately after which examination we eemmeBoedf our waHiii 
and we do hereby certify and attest^ that we have meet ^igenUy 
and attentively watched the said Ann Moore to thi^'Mine, (Six if 
Clock) and we are fully satisied, and do declare, and will ma^mfftift^ 
that she has not received any food whatever, Uquid or s^dy durii^ 
our watch; and that the said watch has been conducted in dtricteeiio 
fbnnity with the regulatfons prescribed. , 

AS WITNESS OUR HANDS:— 

Signed, OSWALD MOSLEY. 
W. B. GARLIKj:. 

RICHMOND. 



The succeeding watches were kept in a strict and 
uninterrupted manner till the morning of Friday 
April 30, by the following gentlemen :— 

Sir Oswald MosLrr/Bart. Jtistice of the Peace^ RoUeston fiUl, 

Staffordshire. 
W. 'B.- Garlike, 'M. D. Derby, 
Francis Pox, M. D.Derby. ^ 
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Tutor JoKBs» M. D.Iichfield. 

>  • 

William Simpson^ M. D. Hilton Cott^pe, Derbyshire* . 

John Lane, Esq. Justice of thePeaoe^ King's Bromley, Staffordshire. 

W. P. InoBj Esq. Justice of the Peaoej Thorpe, Staffordshire. ' 

Tbomas Ld8TBR> Esq. Justice of the Peace, Armytage Park, St^- 
Ibidshire. 

lUv- JLiaa-RiABWOlf 1?* Rector of Tw^ej, Bedfordshire. 

Rbv. G. W. Hutchinson, Vicar of Tutbury, Siafibrdshire. 

Bby. £. Sandbrs, Curate of Church-Broughton, Derbyshire. 

Bbv. J. P. MosLBY, Rector of RoUeston, Staffordshire. 

Rbv. R. p. Buodicoh, Fellow of Queen's College, Cambridge* 

Rbv. J. Dbwb, Hector of Breadaatt, Derbyshire. 

Rbv. T. Bbst; Curate of Uttoxeter, Staffordshire. 
' Rbv. T. Fishbr, Curate of BartoDrunder-Needwood, Staffordshira, 

Rrt. F. ANSQNr: Rector of Sudbuiy, and Marston-upon-Doin^ 
Dnbyshire. 

IMv^ M. WiSTT, Qiraie of Marstcp^upoo-Dpye, Derbyshire. 

Rbv. H. BBNirBTx, Curate-of MajrcluiigtcHi, Staffordshire. 

Rbv. ^. WuL&iAW, Curate of All Sui^s, Derby. 

Sbv« S. Coofbr, Rector of. Hamstall-^Rkiware, Staffordshire. .. 

Rev. J. Jones, Curate of Walton-on^Trent, Derbyshire. 

Rbv. J. MiODLETON, Vicar <^ Mdboume, D^byshire. 

Rev. H. DB8.V4BUX, Curate of Burton, aod Vicar of StapenbjU^ 

Staffiirdshire. 
Rbv. Sl SBJPLBy,Vioar^Ashboi]xne, Derbyshire. 
Rbv. TfiOMAs Ward, Curate of Duifield, Derbyshire. 
Rbv. T; Qbovb, Rector of Maresyn Ridware, Stafibrdshife. 
Ma. 4» Wbbstbb, Suigeon, Burtonrupon-Trent, Slaffimishire, 
Mr. J. Wriobt, Smgeoa, Derby. 
Mil. S. Davenport, Surgeon, Derby. 
Mr. J. SPBN011R, Jun. Surgeon, BurtcHi, Staffordshire. 
Mm^ 6. Bridobs, Surgeon, Narborough, Leftceatersbire* 
Mr. J. GiLBBRT, Surgeon, Derby. 
Mr. S. Cottbrell, Surgeon^ Hinckley, Leicestershire^ ,, 
Ma. P. OoooALL, Surgeon, Uttoxeter, StajBfordshire. 
Mr. W. Krch, Smgeon, BartrajKundervNeedwood, Staffixrdshif^. 
Mr. T. KiRiaurD, Surgeon, AMy«de^la>»Zoucbi LeioeKtcn^lmra* 






Mr. J. RicE,'Surgedn,:Uttoxeter, StaCordfihire. ^ 

Mr. J. Hawthorn. Wgeon, Uttoxeter, Staflbrdsliire. ' ^ 

Mr. G. HuT<?HriN80ir, Surgeon> Tickhall, Derbyshire. - / 

Mr. B. CtRASGf Ky l^t^geoHi Burton-upon-Trent, Staftbrdsbirc • 

Mr. J. Allen, Sen. Burgeon, Tutbury, Staffordshire. • 

Mr. J. Adams, Surgeon, Burton-upon-Trent, Staifoiiishire. 

Mr. J. AlleN) Jun* SurgeoniTutbury, Staflbrdsbir^. • . y ,, y 

Mr. B. Tabberer, Surgeon, Repton, Derbysbu-e. 

Mr. G. Alsop, Surgecm, Uttoxeter, StafFordshire. 

Mr.E. F. Cleavin, Surgeon, Bsa*toa-under-Needwood, Staibrd^ire/ 

Mr. J. Webster, Surgeon, Derby. . . ^ 

Mr. S. Spencer, Surgeon, Duffield, Derl^shire. ; 

Ma. W. LEEDAltf, Surgeon, Burton-rupon-Trent, Staffordshire. 

M|t. J. P. BuRMAN, Surgeon, Hen!ey-in-Arden, StafSurdsliire; 

Mr. T. Eaton, Surgeon, Derby. 'few'.' * 

Mr. F. Shaw^ Surgeon, Wirskworth, Derbyshixp* i- ': 

The accuracy of the preliminaiy examination 
fluring the first Watch, the close attention tt> her per- 
sonal movements, and the impossibility of approach 
to her bed-side during tlie Watch, ^except by the 
watchers and occasionallv the members of the Coiti- 
jnittee) render it as nearly certain as possible, that Ho 
|bod was, or could be receire<l by her during that periK^. 

The effects of catarrh, which became man]- 
'fest within -a few hours after the cofiaihencemetit of 
the Watch, rapidly encreased during the ;S»£ceed« 
ing watches. She complained excessively of patuin 
the back and loins, which was relieved at int^ralfi J^^T 
the application of hot flannels. The leyea .and n^om 
ilvere much aflfeeted by the usual symptoms of eold ^;the 
ili^harges of rheum and mucus w^ere coosideritbi^i 
Many pocket handkerchiefs, after they; had he^tn 
strictly scrutinized by the watchers, were given her 
from tim^ to timer* These w^re- frajuently returned 
to be washed, but were always previously examinf d 
fcy Medical gentlemen, ' to ascertain whether any ^qp- 
picious appearances might attach to them, after tl^y 
hlfd been used hy< her*. in etery, in$tau<}ev this ^* 
^iminatioB^ wiis satis&ctorv iu h^r, Js^mw^'^ ?IQ 
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starch was permitted to be employed iti washing these, 
handkerchiefs^ as it was supposed that) without thi9, 
precaution, some susteaa&ce might be conveyed lo hef^ 
ia that form* 

She became very hoarse by the fourth and fifth 
day of the Watch. The fever was high. The pulM 
whi<* at the beginning of the Watch was about 9tf 
encreased to 120, and 6 n ally to 130^ 140, and 160; 
She had severe cough, accompanied by expectomtion 
of Visad miicits, which on the 29th was even 'su-s-* 
pect«<t to' be of a purulent nature. The breath wM 
often dflfensive, and the smell which usually siccoifipa^ 
nies fever, was peculiarly distinguishable. The 
iongue and fauces became very diy and parched. ThiR 
tiiisideof the mottth Was filled with a mucqu^ excprtiott j 
fo tnelieve the distressing effects ttf which, the medical 
gentlcTnen permitted the application of the coriiei* c^ 
h bandtercnief, dipped in cold water, and wtnng out 
iigain as dry as possible^ so as not to leave a d?bp 
that could be separated from it. With this she cooled 
49Lnd wiped her, mputh at interval^. 

She expressed a wish on Monday morning that 
some hartshorft aiul lavender should be rubbed oil 
her thiroat and temples, to relieve the soilness and 
|>aifi which she felt* The Committee permitted thig 
to be d#]|6 ia 4the . m^t icai^ful and unexcepdon^ 
ftble mBmtim by the i^isdieal ^wMcher only, who did 
not permk tlie facrttle t<i pass into her hands, ^ha 
Aeei^ed te «sp0ri0iiee relief Imm the applicstioni 

Specimens, of die uttests^ions conn^cted^ with 
ihese indulgences, which were a&>rded her in ^ munr 
ner pe^rjl'ecdy €<^n$ist^at with the strictness of thf 
^atcb, afe given m tbe ^peadix (c). .. , 

During the application of the above mlxturft 
/Which was i trfa dee© xed:^dbtir) to her throat and 
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itbck, many ^t^lnh ^mm accidentally commiinicaWd tdr • 
her liiiea garments. Tbk circumstaiice is here men'^ 
tioned frora its remarkable conneciion with the dis-', 
coveiy of the imposture^ which took place on th^ 

Her intellects were very clear and acute <fctffaf^ 
the Watch, and ner^r more so than at the laltef^ 
part of it. Whatever was the precise character of the. 
disease under which she laboured at that period, it: 
seemed to produce no effect tending to derange the 
ippenta) faculties.. She. varied in spirits, and in degrees^ 
df debility. Soraetimes she conversed cheerfiaBy, an«t 
at others was low and fretful. These trsnsitiensh 
were often quick and sudden,, yet not ipore so. than 
she, was accuston^ed to manifest at other times before 
the Watch. They ' were not characteristie of ' that 
;peciiMar triat 

"■ ' Mw9i$peQt hecaqae mare and more sickly, her 
fiesh grsiditiany wasted,^ aiid slie had most of the usu^t 
iym^itoms of severe cfttarrbal fever. She constantly as- 
cribed the cold ^he had caitgbttothe supposed damp^ 
ness rf the chaff with which her bed was filled^ 
CHbe^T^ TqT the most part thought it to be owing to the 
furrent of air alluded ta in the account of the firs^ 
WatQ?i/ 

The s[nppd»itiqn of cold and consequent fever, &Ci 
#eemedtobe adequate in the c^aion of ikft great 
fuafovity nf t^ose who e^oprei^sed their sentjtneiitt 
during herilln^jss, io aEe«H)unt for the s^mptqms^ whtelf 
uppcarod . A few of the medical gentlemeii then 
^ated their opinion that sht suiflfered fix>m forced ab« 
ilaueoce,. hut the maiorij|:y believed that her pre^. 
^iominant disease Was of an accidental nature. It 
was thought, whatever might be the real state of her 
fhimct as it related te the reality or falsehood^ of hef 
i3SiyB«d powers of &stifig; without injwy to^ hi^seif^ 
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that the present illness interrupted the accuracy of' 
ojbseiTations on the question ot abstinence^ and arose 
from a different cause. 

* .  

The weighing machine was brought on Monday 
momiag^ April 26. Her bedstead was placed upon it. 
An accurate inventory was taken of every article there- . 
on, in order that the reports of the weight * (taken 
every twelve hours) might be correct. The machine 
was coastrncted on so nice a principle^ as to detect a 
variation of the fourteenth part of a drachm in any 
quantity of matter, whose weight might not exceed 
8 or 9 twt. 



The machine having been much wetted by raia 
ia its conveyance from Derby^ and the room being 
kept very warm by fire, it was thought that during the 
first twenty-four hours at least, much allowance 
should be made for evaporation. . The following is 
the report of the weight of the woman, bedstead, bed*: 
ding, &c. taken by -^he members of «the Committee: 
who daily superintended all the particulars of 
Watch. 



I>A\&. 



_L 



TIME. 



Monday. 
Tuesday 



Wednesday 

Thursday 

Friday 



5 in the evening 
6 morning 

9 evening 

9. .... . moruiu; 

9 evening 

9 morning 

9 evening 

9.. .. . . morning 



POUNDS. 



387 
386* 
385 
384 
383 
382 
381 
380 
379 



OUNCES* 



3 
1 


2 

8 
3 
8 
6 
12 



DRACHMS. 





8 
14 

6 
8 

8 




1 otai dimiuutiou ot weight trum 

Monday evening to 

Friday morning. 



« 

The foregoing were the principal observations 
made by of commnnicated to the Committee irons 
Weda^sdiiy April 21, to* Thursday April 29. At 
the end of the first week considerable expectationi^ 



2d ' 

il^re entertained by many that she would be able td g& 
through the Watch, notwithstanding thfe effects of the^ 
cold, which she seemed to have caught. Aiid she fire^ 
quently expressed the same confidence hetself. 

Ill regard to her behcwiauir during the pefiddr 
from Wednesday, April 21, to Thursday, the 29th, it^ 
was observed that she was very variable. Her na- 
turally irritable disposition, which several of the gen^> 
tlemen^ although they had been accustomed to visit* 
her on former occasions^ never had any previous op- 
portunity of witnessing, was frequcaitly displayed. 
At other times she was all good humour and vivacity/ 
At one time she would converse very intelligently 
upon common subjects, and very sensibly upon itiorat 
and religious topics. At another she would fall intd 
a continued strain of joking and laughter. She wa^- 
more sedate and agreeable in her general deportment, 
#ith a few exceptions, during the latter than the 
finrmer part of the first week of the Watch. The^ 
length and volubility of her conversations, even when' 
labouring under many distressing symptoms of disease- 
often surprised her watchers. * 

She fiequently complained of poverty and bf her 
very reduced and declining state of finances. Some^ 
apprehending her to have saved considerable sums of 
money, doubted the reality of bet representations on; 
this score. It has, however^ since appeared, that the 
little money she then possessed, was not adequate 
'even to the payment of the debts she owed for her fa<^ 
mily expenceSi 

. . - .. . » 

Her behaviour^ kccording to Varying tiifcumH 
stances, was pleasing aiid satisfactory to some of the 
"Watchers, and displeasing to others. Perhaps few 
Individuals ever exhibited, in so short a space of time; 
la greater diversity of mannen Different ofiiaions^ 



vero a^ordtngly expfestsed coaceroing her. Scm^- 
QonsideTed her behaviour, on the whole, a» Tery in* 
iortificl^d, and beariog na marks of a dbliberate ck* 
reiver. Others thought that some of her expressions, 
were rather of a suspicions character. Several of the 
batchers and niembers of the Committee spok^ very 
fevonrably of h^r general conduct from day to day^ 
making, what was deemed due allc>waw9» for qc«» 
earieual Artfulness on account of illness. Pew re-^ 
Inarks oi a decidedly disadvantageous nature, an^ 
nany of a contrary character, were eommumcated tQi 
the Committee during thi^ continuance of the Watch^ 
On the etiier band, subsequent tathe discaverjr' of th«^ 
imposture, many observations, both physicsd and 
innral, have been contributed, which i^trongly cor^ 
toborated the idea of imposition, had it eveu ramin^ 
ttft unproved point* 



The same circumstance contemplated %t om 
time thj?ough the vnedium of uncertainty^ aiid^ aft 
tn^tber, €>f certainty, assumes such a difi^ent aspects 
9.9 may c^ily, in tl^ present instance, amount im tb# 
Various complexions of sentiment, which prevail^ m 
the minds of many individuals, when compared tor- 

l^thff b«£orQ and aftiir th^ deU^icH^ which took 
jdaceu. 

Ou Tbufsday vnonung^ April 29, signs of ei^ 
Vwmi fetw mA dehility appeared. The cough wa» 
i«ry di«trQ««ing, and the exp^ctwation attend^ witJ^ 
grc«t f^an Md e^i^ftiop. Her whole aspect was v^ry 
unfavorable She coi^ld seldom sit up aa 00 formef 
4ays. Nevertheless she talked much, particularly 

Mhonk noon. She^^desinsd th« clergyman who was 
-ii»t% ou the W%leh to read various chapters of tb^ 
%ible ta^ h^f , and entered into com^rsation on the docsr 
"trtniss and praetieal precepts contained in them. Sh^ 
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cult passes itt tJrt! eigbth ichapterW the Ef>{irtle ta 
the Romans. She alsotelated several particulate of het 
past histwy. Althoagfa very weak and ill^ sb« ^Mu!kdl 
m foil possessioki of bet mental facolties. 

The Committee were «o C6nTillc«d of th^ gm^ 
^ual approach of daniger from her general appear^ 
jance, that they wrote td Doctors Garlike aihl Fpx^ 
of Derby, requesting their attendance as speedily ak 
possible, to which they returned answers promisinj^ 
to come to Tutbury early tbe next mornings Th^ 
night watcbes were kept from, ten till two by the Ret* 
S. Shipley, Vicar of Ashbotirne, and Mr. M^righl^ 
Surgeon of Deiby, and from two till six on Friday 
taioming, by Mr. Wright and Mr. Allen, Jtin. Sur*. 
geon, of Tutbury. During this period of tight 
jhours, Mr. Wright, in consideration of the danger 
Xvbicb he believed her to be in, several times indulged 
ter with a handkerchief dipped in vinegar and water, 
without wringing it iry^ as nad been always dmie be** 
fore. She wiped ber mouth and fauc^fs with it> and 
seemed to be revived through the application. This 
was the first instance of any deviation from the rigid 
regulations of the Watch in regard to the communi*- 
Cation of liquids, and arose froin.the apparent necesr 
sity of the case, Mr. Wright apprehending that th^ 
saving of her life might depend upon this indulgence. 
The particulai% of this transaction will b6 fofitid in 
the minntes drawn up by Mr. Wright, and inserted 
In the Appendix (d). 

At 6 o' clock in the mornittg tbettev. Mr. ©ewe. 
Hector of Breadsall, near Derby, and the Rev. M& 
^Iticbmond Were tbe appointed watchers. On entei*- 
dug tbe room Mr. Wnght stated that he bad thought 
it necessary to give her the handkerchief plerttHmly 
;l[noistened, and reiximmended the same e^edient 
-being continued, whenever she lexpresseid a desire. tb 
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pool- and wash lier moatb* He said she was^. dangerr* 
ously ill, -and observed that it appeared scarcely possi^r 
fale to continue the Watch^ adding that tb? preserving 
of her life might depend upon the allowing her theuse 
df the liqaid as he had done; in which opinion 
Mr* Allen Jun* concurred. . 

* . » 

As soon as Mr. Dewe and Mr. Richmond were 

jLeft alone with, her, she said she thought she sboulc) 

idle, her illness was so excessive. She seemed unable 

.to sit up. Her aspect was much altered : she was 

jgreatly ema^ciated': her face and arms had a livid, 

purplish hue. She often groaned with pain. Her 

.pulse was very quick, but too feeble to be counted* 

JShe complained of extreme inward heat^ but her hands 

und arnis felt quite cold. 

Mr. R., under these aj^arently dangerous and 
distressing circumstances, began to engage her in the 
tnpst serious conversation. He examined her as to 
lier prospects of death and eternity. She replied with 
^eat solemnity and affecting propriety to all his 
<}uestions. She seemed to be resigned t6 her circum- 
stances, and to wait with calmness and composure the 
approach of death. She made earnest ^protestations 
or ner integrity, and used a variety of expressions as 
to her past and present views of christian support and 
consolation under trying circumstances : she did this 
in a manner exceedingly interesting to her visitors. 
She said that 'she had caught cold owing to the damp*- 
ness of the chafi^ but added she was sure it was an 
pversight^^ and perfectly unintentional on the part of 
the Committee. She assured the gentlemen that she 
should die in charity with all her enemies and oppos^ 
ers. She expressed anxiety on her children's account, 
, whom she hoped her iiienas would provide for/ when 
-Shewasgoue; but seemed quite easy as to the view 
of death as it concerned herself. * 



' > A coincliict SO' solemn and so apparently eotro* 
bortt^ve of her integrity, was >€alcala.ted to satisfy thA 
clergymen^ present , thai: she was sincere. They are 
not ill poss^i^ion of any facts which militated against, 
ihis hope : liiose therefore who are the most intimately 
convi^rsant with deatb^d scenes, and whose aJfeetions 
have been the most frequently called into conscientious 
feercise by witne^^ing tlie behaviour o£ dying persons, 
Will be at no loss to estimate the nature of that char 
Stable pr^umption and hope which was entertained 
by those, who were spectators of this; woman's beba^ 
Yiour diuring^ the ti^nsactiou' of that moratBg. Deaths 
which at dil times isai subject. for scd^N^nn B3aA aQeetiog 
<$DnteHiplatk>nv becomes doubly, so, when taken in 
coanectkm with the establishment of veracity and 
imth in cases of doubt and uncertainty* Cren natuJie 
shudders at the idea of duplicity at such a trying 
moment: and religion, mourning over the deti^s of 
human depravity^ records them with a trembling h^nd» 

I>uring this tune she was occasionally supplied 
with the moistened handkerchief, with which she wash- 
ed her mouth. She said that she did not swallow a 
single drop of the liquid, as the cooling and cleansing 
of the m<$uth was her o^tf object. Attentive obser- 
f^atic^na on^lfc part, of the watchers did not then de^ 
tect any fal#ejboodJn her ass^ion*. . 

jEktween seven and eight o' clock, Mr. Richmond 
H^ jsent fox by the Committee ; his place, as wlitch- 
fsr, b^ing $ufiplie4 by the Rev« Mr. Hutchinson. He 
found {Mr. Wright with the Coounittee, who stated,, 
that during his .li^st watchj in the communication pi 
lijg|i^ar.^9d w;ater by means of the handkerchi^ he 
thought he saw^an attempit to swallow, and was of 
lo^inibn that she must have swallowed some ounces 
tja the course of the night. Mr. Allen, Jun. who was 
hls^partner on the kst watch, sa^^ he did not see anif 

D ^ 
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rach "attempt to swallow. Mr. Wright did not yfhh to 
sign a writtefti attestatioa to this opimoy on the act of 
swallowing, .bnt recommended a partiGular* iU;tentioii 
to this point, if the Watch continued. It was enquirr 
ed of some medical gentlemen then^prasent^ whether 
the applicatioBof a.cloth so much moistened might 
not be expected to produce a mttscnlar s^timnln^ o; 
affection on the npper part of the throat, which in her 
isnpposed state, might resemble the attempt to swallow 
withont a real act of the kind taking, place ? Thip 
^nestibn was answered in the affirmative. H^jiccf, 
under the very affecting circunMtances of the (oomexr 
isation which had just been held with the woman, ajad 
as it was left an undetermined point in the minds cf 
others, whether, what Mr. Wr%bt had seen, w^s ji 
real act of deglutition or not, they were disposed tp 
believe that she hadiiot swallowed any portkm of tlvs 
'fluid. 

Soon afterwards Mr. Wright left Tutbury, and 
•Dr. Oarlike arrived. On repeating to that gentleman 
the question, whether there might not be an apparent 
without an actual attempt at the act of swallowing; 
he also gave his opinion, that he thought it vei^ pos- 
sible. 

Dr. G. then went to see Ann Moore. His ob- 
servations on the visit will be found in the Appendix, 
(d). On his return to the Committee, he pronounced 
her in a dying state, and thought it probable she would 
not survive the day. He strongly recommended that 
the Watch should be given up. He mentioned -an 
attempt made by his desire to give her a spoonful of 
warm water, which -she returned from her mouth in a 
kind of convulsed agony, and stated his conviction, 
that she did wo? swallow any portion of it. ' 

Dr. Fox then arrived, from Derby. Wheto hfi 
'had seen her, he iully concurred in the, opinion of hifltr 
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estrbme daogpr, obs4rviag that ^le bad very* few: 
hawB t9 liv«. iHis remarks will also be found among 
the coalmmatications in the AppiNidJK (c^). 

It i;tras thei^.r^Horted to the Committee th^t Anu 
Moore, believing herself to be dying, was very anxious 
to flnake ^n amdiavit befpre a magistrate, as to her 
innocf^nee of all imposition upon the pi^blic an the 
subject of lier long abstinenoa. She had often stated 
her inte^^n to do this at the ponclosion of the 
Watch. She now earnestly .. requested that this 
fa;vonr(migbt be grafted her^ under the appearances 
of her present dangerf It so happ^aied that Thopias 
LiM^ £fiq*» of Armytage Park, near lyichfield^.a 
magistxate-, had ju$it arrived^ by ^ appointment, in of der 
to wdertake the Watch at 1% o\ clock. , On hearing 
the eircumstanees^ relative b9th to the state of her 
body and mind, and perceiving the woman's anxlely 
that the oath should: oe ad^nistered to her, he ex-* 
pressed his riB9.diness to comply with her wish^ and 
desired that the Committee should be ^ss^mbled in 
her room as witnesses. 

The following account • is . selected from Mr. 
]L4Ster*s ,own minutes of the transaction which he cpm* 
fitted to paper, oq that same day^ on, his return home 
firomTutbuiy* ' 

, ''On Friday, April 30, 1813, 1 went with the 
B^. Thpinas Grove^ Rector of Marsyn Ridware^ to 
jfa^h Ax^ifk Moqre^ of Tutbum fronai the hour. of IQ, 
A. M. to the hour of 2, P. M. On our arrival we 
were informed that she was very ill, and from the 
j^i^fticaL men then prest^t we recei^ved. their .opinion 
that i^he was not. likely to li^e many haui s« 

I » 1 « . • * 

^^Upon entering. the room, we found heciying in 

si: stisite of gi;eat apparent debi^tji wjtjt ^ fee^lp articu- 
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A^er we had been in tbe room a^ little time 
she asked for a handkerchief moistened at otie ^nd 
with a little cold water* Having; received it^ she with 
great composure and steadiness of hand mbbed aad 
deansed the inside of her month for stbont a minute. 

^^ In a short tiiiie after she said to me with nrach 
nnxi^ *• I ani very ill-*-Oh ! yon do not know what I 
feel — ^For Christ*s sake, stop the Watch — I cannot go 
tiirongh it— I am willing to be watched again another 
inonth when I get well/* I answered ^'As I came 
here only as an occasional visitor, I have no power to 
^ve any direction.— I will however write down your 
%ords and «hew them to the Committee, who will give 
Buch directions as they may think proper^--*If it ia 
your desire that the watching should cease, th^e is 
no doubt of their not enforcing its continuttnce.''*««« 
She said, it was her earnest wish to have it diseon*^ 
tinned. '^I wrote down her words and $ent them imme^ 
diately td the Committee. Soon after the Rev. Mn 
Hutchinson came in and went to her. — ^She eagerly 
took hold of his hand, and, beckoning me to her, said 
with great earnestness and solemnity, ^^ In the face of 
Almighty God and oh my dying bed, I declare that I 
have used no deception, and that for siie yeai^ I have 
taken nothing, but once the inside' of a few black 
currants, and ocaasionally a little water and tea :-** 
and. for the last four years and Aa^' nothing, except 
^thin these four days a handkerchief moistened with 
^>ater has occasionally been put into my mouth,- but 
<none of which water I aqi cpncious of liftvi^ swal- 
lowed J*— r ; 

^^ I hinted to her iSnore than once^ that she had 
better continue the Watch, as the ginrig it up would 
expose her to suspicion , but, she seemed resolutely 
averse to it, and as the' medical men had dieclared their 
opinioa that her death wm fast approaching, I did 
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not press it. Upon my otice tequestlng bet In <«nnf 
&s kind and encouraging as I could/ to say if she hall 
ever in the last four years made use of any tea or othe¥ 
liquid^ she rose up in much agitation and said -^yoit 
mlEike me tremble— would you have me tell lies?** and 
she shed tears and appeared greatly affected. 

*^ She having declared a great desire tb ma&^' air 
affidavit as to her innocence before shedied, I consent^ 
ed to administer hn oath to her, as a magistrate. An 
affidavit in terms the most solemn was drawn up ex^ 
pressive of her entire innocence of all fraud and decepi- 
tion. — ^This was carefully read over to h^r^ she signed 
it, and took the oath administered by me with a fef- 
Hrour, earnestness^ and piety, that made a sensible im- 
pression on all present. The Rev. Mr. Grove and 
Seven of the Committee w6re present, who signed 
their names as witnesses of the act. ' ' "* 

4 »  

.' "Soon after I said, "Mrs. Moore, after the solemn 
act that has passed, I trust you are in charity with aH 

jmankind.— *-Mr. , with whom I believe yoti 

b^ve had some misunderstanding, vrishes to see you— • 
.shall he come up?'* She instantly replied, "bring him 
up ; and when he came she put out both her hands and 
.said to himj "I hope you bear me no malic6 and if I 
-have offended you, that you will forgive me.'* Soon 
after she called to me and said, "Take notice, I insist 
ihat Mr. Allen and his sou of Tutbury, and Mr. 
, Wright, Suraton, of Derby, are the persons who shall 
jopen my body when I am dead, and no one else.** t 
wrote her words down, and read them to her, she 
aaid they were right. Mr. T. Grove -and myself then 
" the paper and gave it to Mr. AHen. 



^* From ihe time she made theaffidavk of fei^ inno- 
cence she appeared much relieved in her mind, 4rid 
:(ieemed to» acquire a >slight accession of strength. 
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Vpcm Mr. Richmond asking her if she did not feel 
nore easy and satisfied in her mind? she said^ '^yes^^ 
BOW I. ^shall die content.'* — It was also evident that 
after the affidavit, and from the time she l^new thq 
Wal«h was to he at an end, she appeared to revive.-^ 
Her daughter was admitted to her and during the time 
tdBterwards that we staid, there was no wish expressed 
hy the daughter to administer, or hy the mother to 
receive any nourishment, more than the end of a hand- 
kerchief dipped in water. Not Ippg hefore we left 
ITutburythe medical men ^aid herpulsdwas at 140, ex- 
tremely feeble, and indicative of a speedy dissolution. 
But the last time we saw her she seemed better,, was 
Bitting up in bed washing her hands in ^ bason of pold 
water with apparent ease to herself, and I might add^ 
in the steady and collected manner of a. person in 
health. Her voice was also nnich stronger tnan when 
we first conunenced the Watch. She JX^i a cough 
and coldupon her and seemed to cough with difficulty. 

! ^^In a case so ejttraordinary, and differiug so much 
firoi^ the usual course of nature, and on which medi- 
cal men of the highest respectability Tiave been divided 
in their sentiments, it would be presumption in me 
to ofier an opinion upon the physical part of the 
case. — ^With respect to any evidence of Ann Mopre'is 
guilt or innocence that might be collected irom moral 
or other sources, and from the observation of her con- 
duct in the most awiul of all situations when she con- 
sidered herself as on the point of death, I must not 
omit to observe, that her manner' in that trying mo- 
ment was highly favourable to the presumption df 
her integrity. — It was in the greatest degree, pious, 
'firm, resigned: and affecting. ** . ' 

THOMAS LISTER.^ 

^^ I have perused the abovc^statemeat and believe 
it to T)e perfeetly correct." 

THOMAS GROVJBS. 



S9 

As soon as thef wish, so earnestly demanded hf 
berself of making tbe affidavit, had iieen oompliea 
with by> the magistrate, the following resofaitiDn was 
passed by the Committee at 12 o' clock :--^ . > 

• * 

RESOLVED, 



That it appears to the Committee^ that Aan- Moore is labouring 
' , under an mi(}isposition^ occasioned^ as they' believe^ by a cold and 

- * *. - * 

conaequent fever) and as she has expressed a desire, that the 
Watch may be disoontipuedibr the present, or until she be sui&> 
ciently recove^d to undergo the fetigue with which it is atteiidec^ 
the Committee in consequence thereof resolve, that th^ said Watch 
shall for the present cease. 



Jos. B. H. Bennetts 



Talhury, April 30th, 1813. 



At this time the apprehension of her speedy 
dissolution prevailed in the minds of the greater pai| 
of the members of the Committee. 

« • • • . 

Her daughter was then admitted to* see hef ^ On 
entering the room and looking upon her mother^ shb 
>said ^^she is dying." The mother replied, ^^yes, I am 
dying, it is all over — I am going indeed/* Much agi-^ 
tation subsisted between them for a short time. But 
it soon after ceased. 

Sever^ members of the Committee continued sue*- 
cessively to. observe their proceedings. Some sus^ 
pidous circumstances began soon to be r^arked : in 
particular, her gradual recovery of strength and 
spirits^ after the Watch was discontinued^ excited 
-surprise. The communication oi liquid by the moist- 
ened handkerchiefs^ evidently afforded refreshment. 
As the. day. advanced^ contrary to tbe expectations of 
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iHe medical attdidants and othea*a, she^videtiliy^ grew 
Btronger. Her conversation became even occasieiir 
ally cheerfal, and . not consistent with ttie »o]emnkf 
of tbe reeent transactioQ in wluch she bad bee^ 
-engaged. , 

Mr. Charles Bott, a very active member of the 
Committee, who now entertained strong suspicions 
of her insincerity, was in tbe room that afternoon, 
when her danghter said, *^0! mother, yon are greatly 
wasted." She replied, "yes, but I am not much the 
•worse for it;" and put out her arm, as if to show that 
;ahe had not lost her strength, and seemed quite 
cheerful ; but, being informed by her danghter, that 
there were some gentlemen coming into the house to 
see her, she laid down her head and suddenly appear^ 
ed scarcely able to speak to them, and that only in a 
Ibw whisper. On one of them oflFering to shake bet 
by the hand, she put it out with seeming difficulty and 
much trembling, although she had just before been 
washing her hands in good spirits and apparent 
strength. This and other similar conduct strengtl/- 
ened Mr. B's opinion, that she was using impositioii. 

In the course of the day Mr. B. went with Dr.' 
Simpson to see her, and while they were giving her a 
handkerchief moistened with vinegar and water, 
both the gentlemen observed her accurately, and fek 
no doubt that she swallowed a portion of the liquid so 
communicated. Still however, dearer proofs were 
wanting to satisfy the public mind, and Mr. B. wais 
resolved to neglect no means which might, ifpossibl^, 
bring the imposition to a full discovery. Believing 
that she had probably takei^ much liquid in to her step- 
mach by means of the handkerchief which had been 
so frequently given to her, he did not doubt but na- 
tural consequences would en^ue, from which might ht 
deduced sufficient proofs of, the falsehood bf hfer plsi^ 
assertions as to the state of her bodHy system. 
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cbi^9 vrhickfit&rd^d bim tl|0 oj^prtiii^ty he ^Qnglii^; 
and be Was not without apprehensions, that dnringth^ 
night she might take such steps as wonld prevent all 
inrther cliscoTeiy. The porter was however sti|l k^t 
in the ]u>iisa to ahj»erve all that p^sed. . 

. Earljf the next (Saturday) morning, Mr. B. yisiteft 
.^he honaeV He wa^ i^tni^k w^th spme appearances of 
con&^on in th^. b^hayipur bpth of the another and 
dangh^ftr, and ansge^t^d tb.ey had been endeavouring 
to epntiealaomething from his sight. By active peit- 
ceverancefhfi at length obtained those evidencp$ of her 
liindfal&ehQQd which be was in search of^ an^ laid 
lem before the Committee. It is obvions, ffom the 
nature of this detection, that a minute detail of parti- 
4sniars woiild be uim^^l^^ary, and eyen offensive to 
jpsJQ^ety* 

The circninstance which most materially led to 
the exposure of her &l$ehopd priginated in the red 
stains with which the bosom-pait of an under gar- 
ment, \iiiich she wore during the Watch, was jotted 
il^me days h&iatej when lavender. an4 hartsbprn were 
iaj^ilied to her ibroat in.Qitdei:,to relieve the sprenie&f. 
Ai it«w%s: deemed necej^sary |f> pbtajln this article qf 
iiev dotUng, .si|e produced a simil.ax one, which shjp 
4|f9§ested to he " the one in .^^^tlon, apd c^ered to 
^tnake Jpath of ti|§ trnth^of hei: a^^ei:tion. Soiuf nien^- 
hers <rf the Committee present wiere now certain thact 
she spoke falsely. The garment which she produced 
l^ad- indeed sionie red steins upoR it, which bote evi* 
dQttmaffks of having been recently n^ade in order to 
imitate those with w^iidii the other, worn during the» 
W'tttch, had been marked. But it was clear that a 
substitution had taken place. She prevaricated and 
<^triadi«te4 herself. Witnesses were called in, and 
it; was proved that the gairmenti wboph she p^jtende^ 
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to be the one she hkd worn, while the Watch 1aste3> 
had actnally been brought to her quite clcian in tlmt 
very raoming. 

There being no doubt ^t this time that deceit hud 
been practised, it became iiigbly incumbent upon th% 
parties present to unravel the mystery. The premis- 
ses wef§?t1ft^«fore searched, Various linen articles 
w ei e^!ftWB ?y artfiiily concealed in different places, and 
amongst them the very garment, stained witn fedlaven-- 
der, which was recognized by all present, as that for 
which she had substituted ^another, in order to avoid 
tletection. The woman confronted by the evidence of 
incontestable facts, seemed for a short time thoKiugb*' 
ly conj^sed. 

* The discoveries thus made were decisive to the 
point not only of her having swallowed /i^jtoch dmring 
the last two days, but that she likewise must have 
done so previously to the commencement of the 

'Watch on Wednesday, April 21. 

She still, however, persisted in tier innocence ai 
to all imposition, and pretended that a sudden chaa^ 
'had taken place in her internal system, and added 
Tiiany artful observations in order to carry oa thi? 
deception. But it was a- vain attempt: l^r condiKA 
.was rxow evidently marked by duplicity and absurdityj^ 
She was proved an impostor, thoogh she. contiaued 
most inconsistently to deny it. 

The general Committee was summoned to meet 
on Tuesday, May 4. In the mean time thf dsmghr 
ter i^as examined and strict enquiry instituted as to 
all the facts' connected with the imposture. She con- 
fessed that aftet she (the daughter) and the rest uf 
the family had finished their meals of tea, she always 
Bei tile tea*pot on a shelf within her motbtrV wedbi» 
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mA idlbat :«liir tisfd soiietiines to' put tagtt and Aiflb 
jnlo-it. Si^ 8ai4 she kad ne&er. fas yearS' past teen 
her mother take any, eseept on two . occasions : yet 
she had no donbt whatever but she sometimes did so 
irh^ti ' sW was absent from her. She a^sserted that her 
mother.' ieonldsdtlsist, as she believed, 6il very small 
^ptficntMlBS of stteh liqtiid, and those taken at distant 
jkitenmls; b«it denied any knowledge of h^ e^sexswal-* 
lo^ifig solid food; vaithongh it was sometti^es left, 
within her reach* -*-^ 

'  ". r , • . ■. • • • r 

On Tuesday the Committee assembled in order 
to :ei^ain|ne vkri^ns witnesses and collect the necessary 
proofs of the imposition which it was now discovered 
Aim Moore had §o ^ong. practised, on the subject of 
total abstinence from all kinds of food.^^ — John Lane 
4md Thomas Lister, Esquires, attended by request, to 
assist in the esEamination, and, if any cause should ren- 
der it necessary, to act in their capacity of magi^rat^s, 

/ Mr. Lister, suggested that much trouble of in- 
vestigation woi^d be sayed^. if the woman ccmld be 
tirc^ght to. make an open confession or her offence; 
and he accordingly went to her with the design of 
ascertaining how far she seemed likely to comply with 
4luch a proposition. • He spoke' to ber-in a s^ibos and 
aflfedtionate manner on the subject^; the .tesuk of 
li/'ht^k'lvas a volui^ary acknowledgement drawn up; 
fi^ed) 'witoesisied, and by him ftipesented to the OMUT^ 
inittee. It was immediately reisolved, -fts the most 
speedy and -ieflfectual meani^ of giving pnb^cit^y^ to- the 
ifeilttlt dF the^'en^i^niry, td print and cirdulat<^ by hand« 
tiilis an4:'We*^papeir advertisements thj9 f oBotving 
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V ,: i CONJFESS10N< OP ANN MOORE. 

• ' •- ' — II i-i mil  



i^nHOBfamoDy iMEfodfsdwutsl tiie jntioiiMi^s waUU 'sW.iiii^ji^ VMS) 

practised w l^efinbli^; aiKl tU^ 

ilim (telaiutioa aiid ooiilbana thi^^ ... 

*'l, Aip Moore, of Tutbviy^ htim]>Ijr ai^kiog {)ar(it^{Of^f^ 
^rsoK» wbom I haM& att<$ifip(ed to deeehe tuad isafNtlie 1^^091^ iif)4 
above all with the meet imfrigjBfid- sqiypw iancl €^i1)tkm ila^nny^ 
tbe DiWii« jMi^rcy and For^T«pw9 of 4hiii Clod n^dinl'bave 00^ 
glieaay ofifendc^^ do xnofilk solfmiUiy deduct, tlai I.lutire t» WTM> ti ri l)L 
faj^tii'siistenapoe for the last six yean." 

Witness, my Hand this Fourth Q^y of May* 1813. 

HER 

' Ifhe abbve beclaration of AJ^ iHOdftJB was Wie biSKirif 

me one of his Majesty's Justices of th6 Pfeac^ fot th6 Coorikjf^la^ 

iStaiford, ' * ' '. . \ "' 

"THOMAS LI8T!^ - 

Wftness to the above Declaration and Signature of my mor 
IhCT ANN MOORE, 

MARY MCO&E. 

'=" * JfdS.B. H. BfiNKBW,' Secre&jy.'* 
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^ . As soon m the .^oafessiQH wsia .made publicv;% 
Btro^g popular Si^nsaticm wAft nutpir^iyicKcited tXiroogli* 
put tlK tov^a, fmd it^.yioinity; aa,d it w(is spsedHf 
eoimiai]Bica;feed to |:he i^tluit (^rts pf t^,coiui^^,i 
Coacern^ s^rpriae^ ^&d uftdigQationi wf^e alternait^y 
ie|^ /l^iacli:; 1^4^^ Mj^t^^^ing' to t^^e vjaryiug 

conil^exioii of iiidividiifil plii)d9« Those who 1^4 ^7^0i^ 
BccusiomeA to 4^sb^lift§¥e tbie fi^ ^f her total a|ifftij 
nence^ now could jscarcely refrain from indulging 
jBomewhat of motnentaiy triumph over what they 
deemed the credulity of others who had helieved, 0( 
l^ose, who had before fek toftfident if\ ike trWh of 
%^i iiftAUmm% Bmm remain^ €«%ely sfktfffiefliii(||^ 
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in 'biar filvmirs they ivere inoi^ surprised dr liiiitvby> 
the detection of. the comp^bated art ahd hypocrisy m 
the tnxman^ than oonyiDi^ed of the Tpeakness of thtt. 
dppareiit tesHinibny by which the impostare had be€n 
8irppfl»*t«d. White others seemed now uh willing td ae4 
knmrkfge hoi^ much they had been fbrmerW deltided/' 
and in the'inidst'of the general cmtc^^aioinst her 
sobj^ht arefiigi^ ftiom the aecnsation of ^u jjpwwB dtwIiit. 
of discernment and too easyacqniescraice lil het^MM^ 

However painful in a nioral' poitt of view such 
a disdosfire tnnst- neeidssarily be, yet the great obje^ 
which the Cbmmjttee had anxionsly add impattilU^f 
k^pt iti sight dttriilg the rise and mogres^ of the wfaoto 
Hivestij^atiot), was itilly attained. Unbiassed by any. 
pinions opinions, which its dilferent inembei^ might 
nave formed on either side of a disputable quesliotir^ 
tfaeiir aim aiid design wan to establish the tmth^by the 
cbveidpement of fdcts. i 

The eountiy at large had long* been titore or U^ 
agitated by tincertainty whether the subject of thi^ 
natrative Was, as she professed to be^ a total abstir' 
Hiflit hota fd6d, or not. It was of importance to tb^' 
interests of both science and morality, tliat an en*i 
^tiiry, founded upon actual experiinents, should be in* 
Mitated. This has now been done, ahd the itesnlt ik 
tefefore the jMWfe- V 

^ The gdtier^ b^bavimr of this woiman, sidc^ thif 
iMifeli'sitaL Wa^ made^ h%sbee:ii hitherto in iid W^ 
sMisfactOrV. She ha^ not exhibited any marks of con- 
ti^ion. <Jii the other hand she appears to pos&e^s a 
jttitid hflrdeiied in eiti Und moi'al insensibility^ 

' Some of "<he gentlemen of the Committed httV^ 
«tide Veir^ partictdftr ^!i«|niries^ siKce the d^tectiipn ^ 



the impestnr^, into the circnmst^nces of the iavauac 
Wateh^ and the means by which Ann Moore, has irom- 
that period until .tl)e present time oontrived to dUide 
the oDservation df her iieighbonra opon die snbyeet of 
total abstinence* So far as their inyestigatioii has eu-' 
MeA them to form any satisfactory coilcliisiooy it.ap-. 
pears that her powers of abstaining from food are very 4 
great : and that to this faculty must be in all proba* 
nility ascribed the success of her artifices in. conceal- 
ing the truth from the world. 

i! In i^pect to.. the former Wateh, the sutttiises 
which. have been, thrown out as to confederacy .on th&. 
part of any of the watchers Seemto be wholly without 
wiQidatian. A strict personal scrutiny has recently- 
tfken place, and the drcumstance, character, audi 
credibility of every individual has been fairly e^timat-. 
^d^ and there does not appear any just ground whatrt 
ever for. suspecting 1 the conduct of th^ parties who. 
composed the Watch. Her daughter^ th^n a child of 
eleven years old, was never suffered to come into the 
hoi^e durti^ the 'whole of the 16 dajr^ ;.nor did any 
other person approach her* whose boneaty ,<?r intj^gri* , . 
ty win admit of lieasonable suspicion. ^Y ajter waS(^^ 
loived her, if .she chose, and a glass of it was alwciy% 
within her reach* . It .is not improbable th^ she didl 
avait herself of this privelege subsequent to the third 
d^y'of tbe'Wateb, notwithstanding. her as^ertiq^n^ t^; 
to the contrary. Dr. Henderson thiji]^ it likdy that' 
she might subsist 16 days, in her circumstances, with 
thei help of water only, (EjxMnkmtwUy 4&c, p^0 30,^ 
a^d fromi0omparing togetlier iall the observ;^tipn$^ y^ 
made,; it appears to be a highly probaUe .eoiiflusim«! 
A i%¥Ui5 who was a watplier on the fourteemthnigh^ 
thinks that he heard her uncork a pidal anjd.swtllloH^ 
something ; but the general testimony of the whole 
hodjJt of 'the watebefs M'as sa <lecided agaipst the pro- 
I^Uty: oi her being able to obtain atiy cUodestl^e ,9^ 
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f^Htanee, that his abservation never was r^g^rded. It 
would be absurd in the present state of the question^ 
to attempt to give more validity to . the result of the 
first Watch than the strictest impartiality will permit; 
but it would be unjust not to vindicate the character.? 
<>f individuals from any charge of shameful and wilfuU 
eqllusion, where no ground for it appears to exist.* , 

In regard to the period since the first Watch, it 
appears firom examination of many witnesses^ includ- 
ing the confession of both mother and daughter,, api4 
the balancing of testimony of various kinds, that tl^^ 
daughter has beei^the sole accomplice : and tha;t the 
other inmates of the household, including the young 
women who some years since lodged with her, her owpt 
son, and her mece,.a child of seven years old^ have all 
been compl^ely ignprant that she, ever swallowed any 
ftioi whatever. This ibfoimsftion is not communi- 
cated to the, public i^ithout much previous scrutiny 
-and investigation. At the same time it is a no less 
satisfactory part of the examination of factj to clear 
the innocent than to detect the guilty. 
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: ^ By desire of the Committee a commuTiicatioii relatire. to tbe detecdon 
of the imposture was made ta tbe Rev. Mr. Taylor, of Midhar^t, who b^n^ 
then a sai^eon saperin tended the first Watch, and took great and lauda^£ 
IMiins to estabiishthetruthor falsehood of the woman's assertions^ ;In his 
r^pkv he evidences what conclusive reasons tiiere then appeared to him in re- 
gard to the strictness^ accuracy, and integrity of the first Watch^ to judg^efa* 
irt»rablj^ of her case. ^ He writes ; — 

''£ver since iUie>W^teh,'w]|ich I conducted at Tutbury over Ann Moor^ 
till the late discovery of her impoi|ture» I have lived in the most decided and 
consciencious ^conviction that she was no impostor. I considered that our in- 
vestigation had even demonstrated the pretended fact, aod should nerer have 
hesitated to declare myself as sure of it as of my own existence, ffy feelings 
are indeed' gr«fl^ly wounded,' and'X (ixpect no little mortifieatioit through 
h99i^ be«a so notdriausly imopsed i^x^n. God is my witness, that I was nev^r 
consbions of so much as a weak point in all the process of our investigation.^ 
lii%««fMrould.baVe,alIow«d4 nor have connived at the allowance of aw«ijk 
VoxdU .Th£ whole e^'idence appeared to me, perfect in all its parts, and satis* 
'factory even to demonstration. — Perhaps you remember, and others also can 
b^ar wttoesst that I was little enough disposed to believe what was pretetKkd 
befiare hand.*— Mr. — -— — , Surgeon was njore vehement in bis expressions 
and retained bis resistance tb the imposture longer than I did ; but hbaatU- 
lv^Q vasL %ff«rwfirds^ I beUeVe, as entire w my own/* ,. 
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•Vb^te h no proof of her having ta&eik any sdlid 
food for several years, and it appears probable that 
li(piids have been her only giipport. The small quani- 
tities t^ken at once, and the long intervals she can fest 
between them, may easily account for a single confe^ 
derate being sufficient for the purpose of not only d6- 
ceiving all others, but even the rest of the memberi 
ol her own family likewise. 

Tea, sugar, and miUc, have been cons^andy flLamA 
"within her reach, and she appears to have taken 
opportunities, when left alone of in the night, to 
supply herself with such -portion* of these as she 
thought proper. — ^The numerous examinations and 
Repositions upon which the foregoing conclusions are 
grounded cannot he comprised within the limits of t^e 
present publication. Neither does it appear to he 
necessary. The daughter acknowledged to one of the 
tnenibers of the Committee, that on the naming of 
the day, on the afternoon of which the late Watch 
eoiximenced, her mother took half a oa;p fall of tea 
or rather less. That she had not at that period eate|l 
any solid food, was proved from the same source of 
discovery which on Saturday, May 1, so clearly 
proved that she' ^a£? swallowed liquid aliment prevtr 
ous to the beginning of the Watch, as well as at thi^ 
conclusion of it. It has also been satisfactorily asce^r 
tained by enquiry into the circumstances of ihe for- 
mer Watch, that there was a total absence of every 
similar proof, as to solid food, at that time. 

Although she must have received cojDsidie^iiblfS 
^ums of money during the last four or five years fromi 
the numerous visitors, whom the fame of her supposed 
abstinence attracted to Tutbury, yet she was far frc^ 
being frugal in her family expences^ paiticularly 
during the last three years. At one time she had aaye|i 
about ^200 which was put into the hands of 'im^ 
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r^s^ctable pericms in the town* >B«t of liU:e nhe had 
gradually drawn it out again ; and after the Watch 
poncluded^ she delirered up tlie last remainder to pay 
her different creditors. She has since occasionally 
received small sums from a certain class of ,vi$itors^ 
who have been influenced by curiosity to see the pet^ 
J jjon who had deceived so many heretofbi-e. This kini 
{ of intercourse could not be beneficial to her in a moral 
light; it rather seemed to afford her fresh opportuni- 
ties of attempting to deceive; and as such^ it is repeated, 
she employed them. But at present the number of 
even such visitors is much decreased. Some hme coh-^ 
iectnred that she had probably secreted sums of money, 
as a cautious provision against a future day of. detect 
lion aqd disgrace ^ bat, so far as the closest observa- 
tion and enquiry into facts may warrant the coneln- 
aion^ the reverse appears to be the truth. 

^ - • 

.It may jiistly be considered -as one useful result 
iroip the detection of this imposture, that physiologi-^ 
ca} science is a gainer by the establishment of the fact, 
that Ann Moore does net subsist without food. Much 
has been written upon the nature o£ abstinencfi^ and 
on the possibility of^the human system being support* 
^d by absorptioo through the lungs and stun, and oy 
other unusnal means of sustenance. The case of tbis 
wQi:n0<n has been frequently referred to, and the sup- 
. posed validity of the testimony in favour of her tottal 
abstinence has indnced some learned and sensible 
writers to frame hypotheses in ordec to account for it; 
The question is now set at rest, so far as the case- of 
Ann Mdore is concerned. 

» That she is supported by extremely small quani- 
tfties of food, and those of^ a liquid kind, appea'A 
i^ighly probable from the examinations which have 
Itaken place since the detection. Had she originally 
beem canteuted ta appear in h<er real character, as an 

44 993'^ 
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extreme ah^tinentj without attempting to impose upon 
the public, as a total one, many usef al and interesting 
observations of a physical nature might have been 
drawn from her case. 

« 

It is with deference submitted to the considera* 
tion of the gentlemen of the medical profession, 
whether there are not some particulars connected with 
her present state, which are still worthy of their in- 
vestigation. 
•« 

If, as appears not improbably to be the case, she 
can maintain her ordinary degree of health, strength, 
and spirits, by the sole means of very small and infre ^ 
quent portions of such liquid aliment, as tea, &c. it 
Plight be desirable to ascertain by decisive trial, to 
what extent she does possess this power,* A public 
infirmary under the superintendance of several medi- 
cal gendem^n wpuld afford a convenient station for 
ithe experijnept, which might be jconducted with little 
trouble and expence, if sheichose to assent to the pro* 
posaL 



* The Lottdoo Medical and Physical Journal for July, 1813» says :^ 

"An instance of the detection of an extraordinary imposition, wl^ldi 
took place in April last^ deserves to be noticed in the record of passing evenis. 
jinn Moore, a woman residing at Tutbury, in Staffordshire, assumed the pro- 
perty of livings without food for the five or six past years. This she mani 
with such dexterity, that many worthy persons were so far imposed oi^ 
place impHcit confidence in her. In I8d8 this woman sabmitteil to and 
fiction of her case by a watch set over her for several [days. The res 
this was so fevoarable, that her assertion of absolute abstinence found; 
^eral credence." : ^ 

The writer then speidcing of the late* Watch, says ; — ' M 

" The result was a full confession of her guilt. / It does-appear, however, 
tl^at this wpmAn, partly perhaps from habit, and partly from some altered 
state of the fun't^tions of the stomach, did possess the power of abstaiaioi^ 
,ffom food, both solid and fliiid, for many days together ; and in her last effort 
to continue her imposition, it is assertainejd that slke. remaiaed 9 days and 
nights without any sort of nutriment. The annals of the medioinal art af«- 
iord many instances of &imi$ar impositions ; but few have had more pnbtioityy j 
)[)een mote generally bclipred, or moi-e i^\i^ detect^, tUafi Vhfs q£ 4im Mmt^:^ ' 
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Another object, not unworthy of farther exami^ 
nation, is the collapsed or contracted state of the ab^ 
domen ; whether it be wholly natural, or in part arti-- 
ficial and voluntary : If natural, whether there ap^ 
pears to be a sufficient space for the exercise of the 
peristaltic functions and the consequent excretions ? 
If artificial, by what kind of muscular action she if 
enabled to preserve the contracted position for so 
long a time as she firequently exhibits it to her visitors ? 
almost all the cases of * abstinence upon record have 
been accompanied by a similar formation of the abdoH 
men, and it seems desirable to investigate its reality 
in the instance before us. She stiir appeals to this 
as aproof of her singular condition : and it certainly has 
for many years operated much in favour of her past 
assertions on the subject of abstinence. 

It seems desirable to ascertain the real quality as 
well as quantity of liquid food essential to her support, 
taken in connection with the existence or non-existence^ 
of any process thrdugh the intestiiisd canal. 

In regard to the pretended paralytic state of her 
limbs, some observations made during the Watch, and 
others since it concluded, clearly prove that she ha* 
used deception on this head, and that she does possess a 
faculty of moving them, contrary to her own repeated 
declarations* 

Whether the illness, which at the close of the 
Watch appeared to threaten her life, was the effect of 
catarrh, or of forced abstinence, or of both conjointly; 
and if the latter, in what relative proportion each 
cause subsisted, has occasioned some difference of 
opinion. The very early appearance of catarrh and 
the regular prog^ss of symptoms connected with it, 
after the commencement of the Watch, induced the 
greater part of the Committee to ascribe a priqcipal 
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part of tbe illness to tbat canee. To this might be 
added, the full possession of mental facnlties which 
she retained at the time of greatest danger, conti-ary 
to the nsnal effects^ produced by suffering from famine, 
which is said in most cases to bring on delirinm pre* 
Tk>as to death. On the other hand, her sudden and 
tinexpected recovery of strength through the commH* 
nication of the vinegar and water, as related in the fore- 
going account, and some other concurring circufn-* 
stances seemed to prove tbat abstinence must have beeit 
a material cause of the high state of fever under which 
fthe laboured. It appears not unlikely, that she did 
catch cold on the first day- of removal from her bed, 
that fever was occasioned thereby, and that in such 
circumstances the total abstinence which she certainly 
did maintain for nine days, much encreased and per- 
haps altered the character of the disease. But these 
and all similar remarks are and ought to be left to the 
decision of those gentlemien whose professional know- 
ledge enables them to enter into the consideratioit 
with every sup^iour advantage of information and 
experience. 

But there is another point of view in which this 
subject becomes more universally important. It de- 
mands an attentive consideration from its connection 
with the cause of morality and religion. 

It is exceedingly painftil to reflect upon the in- 
stance of moral depravity, which has been brought to. 
light through the present investigation. Such dis- 
coveries have a powerful tendency to promote humility, 
while they afford instruction of the most profitable 
kind. This woman had not only for a series of years* 
protested-in the most deliberate nmnner, although she 
knew the assertion to be false, that she had never 
swallowed the minutest portion of aliment, liquid or 
solid; but persevered in it, under the most awful of 
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circumstances. In the condition, appatmth/^ 6f gt 
dying woman^ slie earnestly desired and demailded 
permission to make oath of lier innocence ^ to aB 
cJeception whatever. For somie hours prevJotis to this, 
she held convei'satioils, of a nature so seeriitogjy siih* 
feere and declarative of her integrity, as might well 
bave imposed upon the most incredulous, in the? 
presence of the magistrate and other gentl'^ttien, sk6 
actually did tatke the oath, and* accompanied it witllf 
Biany additional reitaarks and such behaviour, as ren-* 
dereu the whole scene highly solemn AvtA aflfeeting; 
Some hours aftenrards she once more confirmed the? 
deed, by lamenting in conversation with the Rev. Mr; ^ 
Anson, that he had' not been also present, when ifee? 
affidavit was made, and begged him to read rr. 
Yet the whole transaction was a deliberate deception ! 
deception, heightened by the impending circumstances 
of illness, danger, and death. The hardening power 
of sin long persisted in on the human heart, is here 
forcibly demonstrated. 

Ann Moore not only attempted to impose npoir 
the public herself, but she had educated her daughteit 
in the art of deception, and made her child the con- 
federate of her. falsehood. It is no small aggravation 
of the iniquity, that during the Watch she declared a 
desire and intention that her daughter as well asher-- 
self, should make an affidavit of her integrity, at tire* 
time the Watch should conclude. Thus was she wil- 
ling to make not only herself, but her child' also, a^ 
moral sacrifice to her own thirst of gain, and she re- 
solved to persevere in the practice of falsehood and' 
deceit, alike regardless of the present dictateis of con-^ 
sciencer, and the future prospect of eternal mini 

The hand of Providence seems in a peculf at" man-*- 
ner to have guidfed the course of events which* led' to' 
the detection of the imposture. In no respect is this- 
more observable* than in the fact that the W^ch i\^<i^ 



54 

terminated previously to the actaat discoverj of her 
guilt. Her house was no longer under the absolute 
and unlimited controul of the Committee* The dis-* 
tressing circumstance of her apparently dying state, 
together with the confirmation of her supposed ve- 
racity occasioned by recent conversation and behaviour 
on a death bed, had interrupted the regularity of the 
proceedings. Her family and neighbours had then free 
access to her. She might during the night of Friday 
have destroyed every article, b v the testimony of which, 
the deception she had practised was afterwards discover- 
ed. Nevertheless, under this very combination of 
^events, which would have favored the continuance of 
her imposture, she was detected, and constrained to ac- 
knowledge herself a deliberate deceiver. 

Those who are accustomed to trace and admire 
the leading steps of God's Providential government in 
the conduct of human affairs, will not fail to connect 
together all the links of the chain^of occurrences fey 
. which this detection was began and completed. At the 
same time other hypocrites and impostors will be 
taught by the present exposure of guilt, that 'Werily 
there is a God that judgeth in the earth.'' 

But farther, this woman pretended to a high de- 
gree of veneration for the Scriptures, and the religion 
of the Gospel of Christ. She had, partly by reading, 
hpoks, and partly by iutercourse with various persons 
of intelligence and piety, acquired a more than ordi- 
nary share of religious knowledge. She possessed a 
fluency of speech, and could assume an interesting 
deportment in conversations qf a serious nature. 

Hypocrisy is at all times odious ; but religious 
hypocrisy preeminently so. Christianity in its true 
character and priveleges, is a jewel of too high a Value, 
not to provoke, from the basest motives, many a spe- 
cious, diough spurious imitation of its excellence. 



55 

It cannot be denied that the cause of pnre and nnde^ 
filed religion has suffered much in worldly estimation 
through the misconduct of unworthy pretenders, 
from hence infidelity takes occasion to triumph ; 
prejudice gains strength ; licentiousness grows bold- 
er ; and the enmity of the multitude against moral 
principles and practice finds a delusive apology for sm 
in the exposure of the hypocritical professor. True 
christians will hence learn the indispensable necessity 
of the most ilnbending uprightness and simplicity in 
all the concerns of life, that they may not bring an 
evil name on the cause which lies nearest to their 
heart and their welfare. 

Those, who are at all acquainted with the secf«t 
recesses and operations of corruption in the hmBan 
heart, will find in the recent detection of this impos* 
tor a source of convincing and improving medita,^ion« 
While too many others perhaps may indulge in unfeel* 
ing and indecorous levity, when contemplating thi^ 
discovery of sin, wretchedness, and shame ; the real 
believer in the sacred -truths, which the Scriptiires re- 
veal, willview it with far different considerations. 
Such an one too well knows the awful nature and 
tendency of sin, to dare even to trifle with it, so much 
as in thought. 

Yet however implicated the notoriety of this wo- 
man's supposed ablstinence may have been with her 
pi-etensioiis of a religious nature, real religion cauncit 
eventually suffer by the disclosure of her true char actfer. 
Had she been even more uniformly consistent in her 
putward conduct than was actually the case; yfet 
truth cannot lose its integral virtue, because falsehood 
occasionally assumes its external garb. — -The Bible is 
3till the word of God, and loses none of its intrinsic 
worth, although it once made an ostentatious appen- 
age to the furniture of Ann Moore. Nor has the hal- 
lowed name oi a Redeemer ceased to be holy^ because 
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ber po|lttte4 lips ha^e often takep it in vain. The 

ipfidel and the profligate ai^e in no le^s danger of the 

ripening vengeance of God, because tbey can now 

point with the finger-efs€«»iit^lje detected hypocrite. 

The invaluable blessings y^hich genuine chri8tianit3r 

fYi&r did and ever must pour down upon the heads and 

l^earts of its faithful profeswre, ^hall still prove their 

divine origin hy the fruits they invariably produce ^ 

^nd the temporaif^ ex^kation of impostors and false 

pretenders shajl in the end contribute to the lasting^ 

^^iumphs of troth. 

..-•-•• • *  , ... - - 

Moreover, that very religion, which this. wretched 

woman possessed nqt^ will direct the hearts of those 
who are happily partakers of its influence, to one con- 
templation more. TJiey will view her as an object for 
pity and prayer. While the world has overwhelmed 
her name with disgrace, and just indignation hasbeeo 
excited against her offences ; while a providential dis- 
eovery has arrested her iniquity in its prosperous ca- 
reer, and she is now reduced to ignominy and shame ; 
the christian wiH pray for her repentance. His ab-= 
horrence of the sin, will not diminish his pity for the 
deplorable c^se of the sinner. Meditation upon his 
own liability to offend, as well as. a review of the many 
sad proofs of human depravity which he daily sees 
around him, \f^iU fercibly lead his adfections^ amidst 
ihiQ Qccnrrf^nces of time, to contemplaibe an approactf^ 
ing eternity. There , through the medium of tiie scrip* 
tm'e revelfytiQQ, he will trace the records of divine 
m^cy, and will feel it to be his piif^ge and delight 
ta pleads in a Saviouii's name, for the pardon of this 
presoinptuoufi ojflfender. And while thus occupied, his 
hope and his ppayes ahall be, that ^ wheT'S' sin hath 
ahoandadj gr^^ve laay nmch more abound.^ 
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Copy of a letter from Mr. Taj/lor, published in the 
London Medical and Physical Journal, You xx, 
page 402. 

THOUGH I liave declined tlie practice of my profession, 1 
shall ever consider it my duty to promote its interests, and to contri- 
bute the mite which Providence may put in my way for the good of 
society, and the advancement of science. I trust, I am solely ac- 
tuated by this piinciple, in eliciting, through the ^tiedium of your 
liberal Miscellany, the opinions and theories of my medical brethren ok 
the remarkable fyuds which I have been engaged to ascertain. There 
is now living in the village of Tutbury, in Staffordshire, a woman 
named Ann Moore, in whom natiu^ appears to have established a 
mere circulating recumbent life, without the usual essential of nu- 
tritious juices. It appears from her asseverations, which I am com- 
pelled to admit on the preceding testimonies of actual demonstration^ 
that this striking variety of' constitution has been the work of many 
years. The consistency of her whole narration, as to the main fiict^ 
IS itself a forcible evidence of her integrity. But I have taken pains 
to give it all the confirmation that a human circumstance could ad^ 
mit, or the most determined incredulity suggest. All the persons 
formerly about her, have been removed, and she has been tak^ 
en to the house of a most decided objector to her voracity; and two 
nersons in succession have watched day and night. Placards have 
oeea stuck up maintaining these facts : and the sceptical invited to 
witness oi^ take part in the investigation* It has been annoimced 
in the Derby paper, and the Medical men of that place acquainted 
with it, both by letter and personal interview. But as to evidence, 
I need not aflBnn ^ibher, than that it has not left an individual in 
the place unsatisfied, and remains at this thne a notorious fact that 
continues to invite the enquiry, and challenges disproof before aU^ 
the world: She had been declining in health a long time, and thinkir 
«he has not been an hour free from pain in her left side for nh^ 
years previous to her first attack of Aniirexy ; which sh^ imputes 
to her washing out the linen of a person aflected with scivftJoqe 
ulcers; in consequence of which she lost all desire cdPfood, and 
yielded her wor)L on the 4th of November, 1806, From that tiiM 
till March, the amouD^t of sustenance takm did not e|u;ee4tbQTm9 

a 
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of an ounce per diem, ber strongest drink being tea, but without 
milk OT cream ; whatever, she took, recalled to her imagination the 
strong smell of corruption,' which at first disordered her; and the 
slimy matter which she frequently vomited up from the mere re- 
currence of the idea, seemed to have the appearance and scent 
that had offended. In March, 1807, she was afflicted with strong' 
fits, which usually left the cramp in her stomach ; to remedy which 
she drank boiling hot gruel, which, though it scalded her lips, had 
no disagreeable effect on her stomach ; and any thing of inferior heat 
gave a sense of cold, and caused rigors. She first took to her bed 
for a continuance, on the 14th of April, 1807. On the 20th of May 
following, she attempted to swalluw a bit of biscuit, which was im- 
mediately rejected with dreadful vomiting and blood. In the lat- 
ter end of June, she took the last substance she ever swallowed, being 
a few black currants. Her last evacuation (e recto) was by diarrhoea, 
and took place on the 3d of August. Since which time^ she has 
fallen off also in the quantity of fluids, omitting to take any (at 
times) two days together. Her common tea has been once varied 
for onion tea. • Her strength she allows to have decreased, but her 
spirits and mental energy never have, though she is frequently tak- 
ing cold from the slightest causes. Nor is her head ever free from 
pain. — In the course of the first three days of the investigation, she 
swallowed m the whole about an ounce and a half of water ; but 
happening tostep into the room whilst she was swallowing it, the ex- 
treme misery of deglutition, and the violent rising of wind resisting its 
passage to a degree that almost seemed to threaten suffocation^ in- 
duced me to dissuade her from taking any more, while the experi- 
ment that was to vindicate her veracity continued. She has follow- 
ed my advice, and finds every good effect attained fix)m the occa- 
sional cleansiijg her mouth with a moistened j'ag: as the former ob- 
ject had been only to relieve her of a sickly faintish taste in the 
.mouth. She renders an average of a pint of urine in two days^ 
which is very offensive, and of ia high color : and her skin is always 
'moist. But the greatest phoenomenon is her extreme emaciation^ 
though she has less of the &cies hypocratica than is common to con- 
sumptive patients^ and is remarkably cheerful and urbane, possessing 
^ far greater stock of ideas and intelligence^ than is to be found com- 
monly ip h^r sphere of lifip. 

Her circumference, measured roimd the loins, is twenty inchesf 
and a half, across the chest twenty-eight Inches and a half, and across 
the Wps thirty inches. There is scarcely the trace of any viscus to 
be felt in the abdomen ; the bladder, uterus, and its appendages, are 
sunk beneath the arch of the pubes, and every thing else (that might 
be) is drawn up under the ribs, so that it cannot be perceived^ 
Fi'om the lowest rib, the integuments, descending to the ossa illii^ 
form an empty cord-like fblding, and at the umbilicus, the flaccid 
parietes abdominis may be readily rubbed over the lumbar vertebra 
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AAd no kind of substance felt to intervene. The grand trunk of the 
aorta may be traced by the finger from the place most immediately 
tinder the uniform process of the sternum, where the loose integument 
is drawn down upon it, nearly to its bifurcation. It may be drawn 
a little fix)m its situation over the spine, and thus by holding 
the skin across it with the thumb and finger, i have been able to 
make it apparent to the bye-standers, as they thus saw both its shape 
and pulsation. The watches have been faithfully kept, and (what- 
ever may have wrought the diflference, if it exists) she says she 
thinks she is better and stronger than she has been these six months, 
and is certainly improved in health since her removal; her pulse has 
kept the standard of health, with daily exacerbations. She sleeps 
well, and enjoys a remarkably serene and happy mind. Her voice 
is strong, and holds out the full female exercise of that faculty. 
Her muscular power is such, that she can conveniently raise and 
support herself in bed. 

Thus, Gentlemen, the watch sitting at the time that I write 
this (which must cease to-morrow, as I engaged to see the womdcp 
safely restored to her habitation before I returned home) it is now 
the sixteenth day that she has been under the strictest scrutiny^ and- 
the thirteenth day that she has abstained from all fluids. She is^ 
now better in health than when the examination was instituted ; and 
and as &r as from the corroborating testimony of tbis evidence, her 
veracity may be admitted, the fourteenth month that she has sub- 
sisted altogether without aliment. I have simply stated fects, which, 
in the hands of the lovers of physiology that read your Jour- 
"nal, may be in the way of rendering that assistance to philosophical 
research, which will amply remunerate my labour. I would forbear 
myself offering any theory, being confident of my incompetence, and 
that even the pursuit of such am object, would rather lessen the va- 
lidity in the eyes of men of science, of what might have been better 
established by a feir and unbiassed narration. But in committing 
this to your care for publication, I shall anxiously wait for instruc- 
tion from others, in the channel through which it has so often flowed 
to me. * 

Iam,&c. ROBERT TAYLOR, 

Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, London^ *' 

Zjane Und, Staffordshire, September 2fi, ISOS. 

Extract of Account of Ann Moore, from Vol. xx, of 
the London Medical Journal, No. 118 — ^p. 527. 

Further Account of the Case of Abstinence contained 
in our last ^ with the Physiological and Pathologi- 
cal Remarks of Dr. Bourne. 

ANN* MOORE, a poor woman, aged 48, residing at Tut6uiy, 
iu the County of Stafford, by common report hath lived about 18 
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Months without taking U17 solid food whttterer^ and ihe greater 
|>art of the time also without liquids. In the early part of the histo- 
ry of her abstinence^ she was accustomed to swallow occasionally 
small quantities of tea imd walerj but this giving her considerable 
pain, she has for scnoae months past washed her mouth only with a 
little cold water, two or three times a week« without swallowing any 
^part of it. Such was the account I received a few weeks ago^ and 
that the medical gentlemen in the town and neighbourhood, many 
Ihaving been to see her, were fully convinced of the truth oi the 
story. Anxious to see so uncommon an instance of deviation from 
the natural laws of the human economy, I visited her on Monday 
the 17th instant, accompanied by Mr.Tylecote, sui^geon^ at Appleby, 
Leicesrershire.^' From the vagu» and imperfect accounts we had 
.each of us received oi the situation of this poor woman, we expected 
'to see an almost living skeleton, whereon were extended little niQi|e 
than the common teguments of the body. How great was our sur- 
IpHse then to behold a good kxriking countenance ; I do not mean to 
ssay a healthy one; and less general emaciation than may every day 
he witnessed in cases of fever, and in the last stage of a consumptioi^ 
^ We YuA been informed, that upon laying the&nd on the belly, no 
'traces of the bowels could be felt ; but that the integuments almost 
only remaining, the vertebrae of the spine, and the great artery do* 
ficending albng iCs course were psdpable on theslightest pressure } 
insomuch that among the common reports, it is said that the viscera 
are drawn up into the chest. We foiind the state of these parts 
very different from the above description of them, as will ai>pear bj 
the subjoined account of our examination. And I suppose the dit 
' l^rence in this respect from that given by some of her other medical 
exaiiMnators, arises fitmi the occasional greater or less distension ^f 
the bowels themselves; and the tenseness or jBaccidity of the skin 
over them. Her pulse beat 96 in the minute; was regubii rather 
small but hard, and underwent little or no variation during our e»- 
hmination. IJer voice plear and strong, and respiration easy and 
^rec. Tongue somewhat dry and white in the middle, yet no tturst. 
She has frequently severe pain under the short ribs of the left side.; 
^ increased on pressure there, and also by lying on the right side. 
She has sometimes bead-ach, but when free from ail pain caa sleep 
. yery cooifortably. Perspires 4 UtUe occasionally on the hands and 
> feet alone; and has sometimes general-increased heat of the body, 
land flushings of the fece. Her skin was then rather dry, as is found 
, in a slight attack of fever. , Placing our bands pn the belly, the skin 
there was soft and loose j and the bowels plainly to be felt dis- 
t tended with air and scroe fluid, which evinced themselves alsotoour 
organs pf hearing by a gurgling noise, similar to what happens by 
Apressii^ a membraneous tube containing an: and water.  And so fer 
were the spme and great artery from bdng easily felt, it was only 
bjr cona4M>te pressure IhaJt this could be dpnej which gave Uf 



gf^eftt pain and nearly brought on fainting;, and iwaa followed^ bf 
several eructations of flatulence. 

The following is the history of the case as related by herself. 
Sometime prior to the summer of 1806, she was troubled with occsb* 
-^onal pains of her sides and stomach, especially after eating, but her 
fcKxi was not then rejected; and she did not consider herself so iH 
im to pay any pai*ticidar regard to these circumstances. Stie had 
Imd, for a long time, the care of a boy \yho had the evil, on whos^ 
^bodf were a number of very offensive soks. At the above period 
her appetite began to decline, and what little food she took her 
stomach nauseated, but did not reject ; and she fimcied it had tha 
amell and taste of the ulcers of the scrophulous boy. In Novem;^- 
her following she felt herself unable to do her usual work, which 
was that of picking or beating cotton. In the month of March* 
1807, she was seized with tits, which by h^ description appear to 
have been epileptic ; these continued about a fortni^t, and were 
tnKXseeded by cramps at the stomach and vomitings. She has had 
no fits since. About Easter of the same year, finding a total wank, 
of a{^petite, and much pain after swallowing, i^e gave up the at- 
tempt; and has nener taken any*thing solid ^ince; nor has she had 
any desire for food. For some time she continued to take now and 
then a little tea and water, as menticmed above; but having now 
no thirst at any time» she o(mtents herself with washing her moutk 
only two or three times a week. iShe has had. no stool since the 
^thind, of August, 1807; but she passes from half a pint to a pint 0f 
pale urine once in two or three days. . . 

This extraordinary mode of life, as might be naturally expected, 
did not obtain general belief; and she was accordingly looked upon 
by many of her neighbours as an impostoi . To dissipate this noticoi 
she consented to be removed to another house; where she was at- 
tended day and night for nearly three weeks, by persons consisting 
partly of medical men, and partly of such of her neighbours who 
disbelieved her story. Ihese reUeved each other regularly every 
four hours, and were satisfied that during the above period she took 
neither food nor drink, excepting once, by diesire, she swallowed a 
apoonfol or two of watar; which gave her much pain. 

Such are the circumstances attending this case, as collected by" 
the testimonies above described ; but/ forming perhaps an unique 
instance of such protracted abstinence, and so very contrary to the 
^iablished habits a£d indispensable wants of animated nature, many 
persons are yet nevertheless disposed to disbelieve the fact. If 
however there be any deception in the matter, it appears to be the 
most complete imposture ever practised. I thiuK we can scarcely 
withold our credit to the three weeks trial; and if so, I see no reason 
for doubting the truth, of the whole. Jt is true indeed that, in mmy 
cases of dis^ise, in f^ver especially^ we find an almost total cessaUoa 
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of ^appetite far solids for three or itiore weeks; but then there is 
usually an increased desire for liquids ; and at the termination of the 
disease^ the general appetite returns. It is owing to a want of ap- 
petite entirely, I imagine^ that the continuance of life here, under 
the privation of fbod, is to be accounted fi>r. For hunger^ if not 
satisfied, is itself a stimulus wMch would in time destroy the bodyf 
hence those unfortunate persons, who are completely deprived of 
the means of gratifying this appetite, quickly die. How then ha$ 
life been sustained in the case before us ? If we examine the subject 
philosophically, I think we may come to some rational conclusion^ 
The elementary principles of the human body, or those into wluch 
it may be produced, by means of chemistry, are very few. The food 
whether solid or liquid, destined for its nutrition, and repair of the 
changes and waste it undergoes during life, is also resolvable into 
the same elementary principles. And these principles are more- 
over present in the atmosphere winch we breathe, combined as it 
dklways b with watery vapour, &c. And it is only by the different 
combinations and modihcations of these few elementary principles 
that the various articles of food; nay, the almost infinite variety in 
the products of nature, present themselves to our view; that one 
thing is sweet, one is sour, another is bitter; this is 8oft« and that is 
liSiTd; one proves salutary and another poisonous^ &c. And ^ocord- 
ing to the relative affinities which these -elements have with each 
other, one is moce readily than another acted upon by the juices of 
the stomach, intestines, &e; or in familiar words, one is of more easy 
digestion than another, 'ilie universal receptacle for food, in mjant- 
kind at least, is the stom^h ; but if the bo^y be supplied through 
this medium with nutriment, containing only those principles which 
exist in the atmosphere which surrounds us; and if by the total want 
of appetite, this supply be precluded by the usual means; it is rea- 
sonable, or it is not unphilosophical at least, to suppose that life may 
be sustained if the same principles can gain admission by other chan- 
nels. It appears that the vigour and strength of the body cannot 
be maintained in this manner, as is the case with the subject under 
consideration; yet life itself may thus be preserved for an indefinite 
period. The well-known instances of hybemating animab afford 
proo& of its continuance for months by respiration alone. 

I shall conclude with a few observations on two or three of the 
particulars noted in 'this case. In the first pla^e, the nutrition of 
the system is evidently introduced by the lungs; it is not our pur- 
pose to enquire here by what means it is afterwards assimulated; she 
lives apparently on air alone; as to use her own expression "she loves 
sdr,** and has the chamber window constantly open. As she almost 
continually lies in bed, it is not probable that much is furnished by 
absorption fi-om the general suriiace of the body. But it seems that 
a kind of digestive process is carried on in the intestinal canal i and 
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that a specie^ of chyle is there fcntned. .That there is some aecretioii 
there, which undergoes a decomposition of its elementary principles 
is apparent from the presence of air and moisture^ which we di^o- 
vered by pressing the abdomen with the hand; hence arise the 
frequent eructations of flatus^ &c; but fix>m the tenuity of the 
matter imbibed, there are no gross particles to fpjm what is usually* 
evacuated by stool. The hardness of pulse and dry state of the skin, 
seemed to indicate that there is not a sufficiency of moisture intro- 
duced into the system to answer the general intentions of nature; 
and probably owing to this defect life will be gradually exhausted. 
I aj^rehend that a thickening, perhaps an ossification of the arterial- 
system has thus^ommenced, and will keep increasing having begun 
at the most remote points of the heart, which afford the greatest re- 
sistance to the action of that organ, thence ascending to the greater 
vessels and to the heart itself; and from the giadual obliteration of 
these, life will become extinct, in Uke manner to the burning out of a 
lamp. How long a time m^y be necessary for the completion of. 
this process it is impossible to say ', but fiom present appearanx^ 
there is reason to beheve she may continue much longer. It is pro- 
bable the frequent use of the warm bath if she could bear it would 
t^end to defer her dissolution. 

MherUone, fFarwicktMre^ October 77, 1808. 



Letter from Mr. Allen., Surgeon^ of Tutbury, com- 
municated in Vol. xxi, of the London Medical and 
Physical Journal^ p^ge 61. 
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Sir, 



HAD Mr. Taylor told me of his intention to send an ac- 
«coiint of Ann Moore to you for immediate publication, I might have 
suppUed him with somc/urther information respecting her case. •" 
But as he did not, and as I saw her daily duiing the time of his in- 
vestigation, and made sny own observations, I take the liberty of 
sending you the following statement, requesting you to pubUsh it, if 
you think it deserving ot a place, in the Medical and Physical Joui- 
nal. — When I was. first informed of the situation of Ann Mowe, I. 
must confess my suspicion that the-report arose from some fraudu- 
lent motive : one of those wonderful histories sometimes obtruded 
upon the public, \vhich on examination are found to be void of 
truth. But I am now convinced, that the account of her extraordi- 
nary abstinence is perfectly true ; because, she could liot liave car- 
ried on the deception witliout the assistance of many other people, 
and because many other persons, of whose understanding and vera- 
city there is no reason to doubt, must have been tlie first diipes of 
of anj^ imposition. But the suspicion of any intention to deceive was 
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(M of the question, by her befn^ put unider the strict Vf^id^^ 
for sixteen days, of several persons^ two at least of whom Svere 
always present with her. 

Ann Moore is about 48 years of age; of a slender make 
Itnd fair complexion. She has been married many years, and ha*- 
had several children, the youngest of whom is 12 years old. I haTe* 
frequently attended her, but never obsemid any thihg^ pecvliaor itt' 
hep ailments. She was subject to pulmonic complamts, but the- 
last time I attended her, befbre her present illness, was in Febfllttiy, 
1:'805 ; the medicines she took were merely intended to relieve con--^ 
sripation of the bowels. I saw nothing of her fbr tv • years pre¥iou»> 
to this illness ; nor did I ever hear a word of the story of her waah^ 
ing foul linen, or of her swallowing scalding hot gruel, till I read of 
them in Mr. Taylor's paper. Th^ we may allow to be somowhait 
exaggemted by a person who does not wish to deduct from the very 
extraordiBary drcumstances of her case; but with men of sense'jmdU- 
jisc^ment, they will not lessen the credibility of the most idqiortttit 
parts c^ the account. 

When the guard was set over Ann Moore, for sixteen ddys; fbr 
the express purpose of detecting any fikHaey, if such were practised, 
in the first fbur days^she certainly took no. one thing, except about ' 
two ounces of water, and in the remsuning twelve days she took not' ' 
a particle oi ahy thing, eith^ fluid or ^solid ; nor from that time t6 
tfaeprescntl5thdayof November, a period of eight weeks. She con- ' 
4tantly begs not to.be urged to take any thing, «s the attempt ta 
swallow gives her grievous pain^ ftaai, (fus she supposes) the wind in 
her stomach resisting its passagle. Happily the poor creature has 
not the least inclination or appetite to eat, nor axiy thirst. She 
has passed no fieces since the month of August, 1807 : 
she has during that time voided her urine once in three 
or four days, and it has always a strong scent, and is of a 
high colour. Its quantity may generally.be estimated at half a pint 
in twenty-four hours. Ann Moore asserts, that fbr more than a 
year and .a half, she has not taken any other nourishment than a 
little common tea, without either milk or sugar ; and this assertion 
id confirmed by the testimony of two young women who have lived 
with her. Her countenance is ^esh and animated, and her vc^ce 
strong ; and in the course of sixteen days, when she was watched>' 
I never observed her pulse to vary more than three or four jstrdker 
from 80 in a minute. The changes produced in the external ap-^ 
pearance of Ann Moore, seem to be just such as might be expected' 
from mere wasting of the whole frame, particularly of the oont^ntat 
and integuments of the abdomen. The viscera and intestines, arer 
so shrunk as to occupy a very little space, some of them Iseing^* 
scarcely p^ceptible. So are the abdominal muscles also, jA therfl^ 
is no reason to doubt but that ihey are allin their natural skUationi^ 



^ni^^aae wHh whkb the de$cendipg aorta c^ be &U and sQpMwfi|k' 
8^en to pulsate^ is, I apprehend^ to be attributed to the emadaiioa! 
of those parts by which^ in a state of health, it is concealed^ £^f ^Y^. 
in November she had a bad cold, with violent fits of coughing, lan- 
guar,,a sense of weariness> and increased pain ia her head, to pcMne 
degree of which she is liable. Her pulse was then 1 16 in a minutej^ ^ 
yet jkcr tongue and fauces i^ere clean and moist> and her skin soft, ; 
aiid perspirable. She had not then voided any urine for a fortnight 4- 
and on applying my hand to the abdomen, perceiving the bladder • 
disten|ied» I proposed introdudng the catheter; but she. had no,^ 
pain, and ai^sured me she had often passed more thaa a week with-,; 
out voi^ng any urine, and did not fear but she should soon be r^ : 
liev^d; and this accorduigly happened soon after. Now she is very 
nyucb recovered from her cold, coughs seldom, and her pulse is. 
tolerably strong, and not more than 80 in a minute. Having re<- > 
lated all the fiartieulars of this, to me, unprecedented case, I must v 
idmowledge nky inafaiiity to ei&plain them. It bas-beenmigi^ted v 
bjr, an anatomist of high reputation, tfaatthe/caseof AnaMoore majr 
probably be explained, by supposing there is soBie disease, of the ; 
OBSOphagiis^or atomacb, which prevents her swallowing. But, al- 
loiviiig this, physiology will have many difficulties to explain ; par* 
Hcularly how, without any adequate support, the Ametions of life 9 
h^ve been carried on. In Capt. Blights narrative of his passagif * 
fitipi Ot^heite to Batavia, there are many circumstances i^lated,. ; 
which have some affinity to the present case. ^ With your permission^ . 
I .will from time to time send you an account of this poor wopian's 
filiation, or any material chan^ of circumstances. . . ^ 

'■■ ' I am, Ac. 

- J. ALLEN." • 

Ttt6nay, Dee. S, I^OB. 

- - — -  ..-■■.- 

Extract from an Article inserted in Vol. v. of the .' 

' JUediecd Observer^ page 113, entitled The extraor-- ; 

*Snary Case of Ami Moore ^ of Tnibury, Stafford^ > 

shire. ' \ 

Aint^R giving a statement of her ^tdiy and symptoms, si|DiW to 
those-oontained in the preceding artides, the medical correspondent \ 
who ^igns himself, Acaoemicus, adds 

/ '^ I have great pleasure in giving this only authentic account 
^ fiicte 4e yeu, fbt insertioti in the Medicad Obfeerver, because^ it is 
my wi^ that it«hould he Feosfrded to posterity, and escape the -ftrte' • 
it wMild oecessaiily experience in the common medicad fugitive 
pubikatifwis of your metropolis. 

In a Aitm'e number of youi work, I shall probably trouble you 
wfth my reflections on this sort of cameleon or atmospheric diet, i^ ' 
it '^hbiUd tot be done by some other of your correspondents;' antf 

b 



for the consideration of those who may ^i^h to fiivoar the puhik 
with their bentiments, I here su Join or her instances of similar 
starvation^ related by various rcdpectable medical authors. 

I beg leave to remark, that it is evident Hippocrates had 
never njei with any instance of j>eople li\ing lohg without t'ood,ibrhe 
expressly says, that if any peison lasts seven days, he must die ; and 
though he should^ after that period be able to eat, he could not live; 
because, in seven days, he says, the jejunum collapses, and forms a 
cohesion ; and that the stomach would not then bear any food. I ani 
Borry to observe, that in the philosophy, as well as in the €act, 
Hippocrates b mistaken, for there are several instances, well at- 
tested on record, of people living months, and even years, without 
eating, and retmnea at length to their former diet, and were in 
health. 

Flint says, a person may live seven days without any food 
wfaatever«'>-^and that many people have continued more than eleven 
liays without either food or drink. 

Ilui. Nat Ub. li.c.54. 

Petrits db Abano savs, there was in hb time in Normandv, a 
woman thuty years of age> who had lived without food for eighteea 
years. 

Expmi, C/2^.prob. X. 

Alexander Benedictus mentions a person at Venice who 

lived forty-six days without food. 

Pract. lib. xii. c. U. 

JouBERTUs relates, that a woman lived in good health three 

years without either food or drink, and that he saw another who had 

lived ro her tenth year, without food or drink : and that when she 

anived at a proper age, she was married^ and lived like other people 

in respect to diet, and had children. 

Decad, I. paradoi(2. 

Clausius, et Garcia aii Horto mentions, that some of the 
more ligid Baiuiiaus in iuJja, abstain from food frequently for 
twenty days together. 

Albertvs Kraktzivs says, that an hermit in the mountains m 
the cantoii of bchwitz, lived twenty years without food. 

Hist. Eccles. lib. xii c 21. 

GuAGUiNUs says, that Louis the Pious, Emperor and King of 
France, wiio died in 840^ exibled the last forty days of his life with- 
out food or diiuk. 

HiU^'Francor ISSHtY,  
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Curois gives the h&tory of a girl at Coofouleiu in PpitoUf wl^ 

lived three years without food. 

j^htiin. (Joi^olentan, 

Albertus Magnus says, he saw a woman at Cologne, who ofteH 
lived twenty, and sonetimi's thirty days without food ; and that he 
saw a hypochondriacal man, who lived without ibod for seven weeks, 
drinking only a draught of water every other day. ' 

J)e AmmaUbns, lib. vii. 

HiLDANUs relates the case of a girl who lived many years with- 
out ibod or drink. ' This subject he says, had the abdomen wasted 
and retracted towards the spine, but without any hardnessi bbe 
did not void any urine or feces by the bowels. 

Cent. V. Obs. Chinirg. 33 

StLvivs, ssLySy there was a young woman in Spain^ aged twenty- 
two years, who never ate any food, but lived entirely on water. And 
that there was a girl in Narbonne, and another in Germany,, who 
lived three years in good health, without any kind of food or drii^. 

tonsil, Adver, Famem. 
» 

It is said that Democrxtus lived to the age of 109 years, and 
that in the latter part of his litie, he subsisted almost entirely, for 
forty-days at one time, (according to some writers,) on smellidg 
honey and hot bread. 

Crocodiles, bears, toads, dormice, snails, alpine rats, and swal- 
lows, and various animals in caverns, dungeons, rocks, and moun- 
. tains, where no food can be had, lived without eating or drinking 
• for a. great length of time, as every philosopher knows. — But hei*e 
.' is a subject untouched by physiologbts or physicians, ancient, or mb- 
dem. It demands pailicular reflection, thai all the remarkable in- 
stances of long existence without food, should be among the female 
^ sex, and generally in the young part of that sex 

This, as far as relates to extreme cases, is repugnaitf to the 
aidom of the divine Hippocrates, who says, that old people bear 

' fasting better than the young. 

^ Sect. I, jfyhor, 13, 

» 

It is also an exception operating against the \miversally received 
opinion, that the gastric juice, in young people, is most potent* ia 
' exciting the stomach to hunger. 

f have collected the few preceding cases to illustrate the sob* 
' Ject, and for the purpose before meptiuned. More of the same kind 
way be found ia other meUicai writefs." 



jin Acixmnt of Ann Moore, published hy «/^ L. ITt^ 
toxeter, concludes her History with the JoHounng 
 Suggestions as to the Physical Tnpde of her Suh- 
^ sistence. {page 2L) 

> 

. ^ I kave now given all the particulars that are worthy of no* 
tioe, from the beginning to the present period of her existence. 
4Sueli an extfaordinary instance has never been before established 
mth prools so undeniable. This is a living £act> whidi continues t^ 
jeatcitethe ^preatest curiosity. 

'I'o account fot the meaiH by which the anhnal functions are 
canded on in thb woman, is a task which almost sets physiology at 
defiance. All the opinions that can be brought forward concerning 
It, are but conjectural : the ftdlowuig probably nay be a» rational 
'SB any that have been yet adduced. From the extremely emaciate 
'«late (tf her body, and the length of time she haa been without gi|y 
kind of aliment, it isimpo^ible that she can have any mlaaal 
source, from whence a supply of the necessary juices can be obtain* 
ed. Air seems to be the means by which life is still maintained, aa 
she cannot endure, without a fresh current of it continually acfmitted 
into her room, for which piu*pode the chamber window is alwavt 
open even in the coldest weather. 

It is well known, that the atmosphere is not a shnple 'Substance^ 
. • but composed of different principles which may be analyzed. 

Twenty-seven parts of oxygen, and seventy-three of azote ooiw 
stitute atmospheric air, which is the common receptacle of all tixat 
. can be reduced to vapour at the various degrees of temperature and 
pressure, containing an assemblage of mineral, vegetable, and ani- 
mal matter, from the earth. Water, in psoticular, which is coih« 
posed of 85 parts of oxygen, and 15 of hydrogen, is absorbed In 
great quantities, and remains in a state of vapour, which is imw 
perceptible to the eye. Indeed the air is never free from some 
^rtion of it, which may be knowp by taking a glass tumbler that 
is perfectly dry, into a warm room, and putting therein some ajd 
Wfl^r from the pump, you will inmiediaitely see the water wliich 
was contained in the au*^ condensed and fall upon the outside of the 
glass. 

' Chemists have ascertained that hydrogtm is the basis of nmmal 
M (or rather <m1, while the body is living, as its caloric or h^t pre- 
nerves it in a stale of flui^ty). Therefore when we consider the quan- 
tity of hydrogen that abom^dsin the atmosphere, as well as the h^ge 
portion oontfuned in water, is it not probable that the woman (Sy 
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some process of^he animal economy^ produeed by means of hydm* 
gen) collects from ^e decomposkion of both, a sufficient quantitir 
of animal oil to presenpe the body in existence?*' 



Extract from an Article in the Edinburgh Medical 
and Skirgical Journal for Jnhfy 1809, enikitled^y 
^^ Smne AeoomU of the Fajsting ffomoH ut Tuth 
bury y who^ has at present lived above two Years 
without Food. By Benjamin Granger, Member ^ 
the Bmfol College afSurgeons, Londm^ and q/ the 
Royal Medical Society ^ Edinlmrghr 

' '^^^Doiv^raa historla jaedtea a priads teaiporibus pl«Qa est hoailnnim aoi 
"potissftrtiaiSuiiiaanira,, -^gif^ jaieB6ibu& iat^cis, demam paais, aUoua 

HaUery Elemejit. PhysioL torn vi, p. I^« 



 1. jUi 



" Notwithstanding she has liept Iwr bed sinee Apiily ISOT^ she 
fitiH possesses considerable vis vitte. Her*pidse is -feeble and slow. 

' Her mental feeultiea-ttPe entire. Her &ce;:^ltMWiglriiMi!e isa^degree 
^of sadness expressed in the ceuntenancey deviates^siapnsingiy HtfJe 

.from that of a person's in health. 'H^ voice is Toa&taMsfiitum^. 

f.She will^it npin bed, during' the visits of strangers, and join in 
eonversation» without tmdergoing any apparent feitigne. Her liaofaa 
ai^ exceedingly emaciated. Tl^ abdomen is tvlnarkably mmkin, 

'. 80 that the integuments appear to cling to the back-bone; ' 'Preawtire 
on the abdomen ^ves pain« She is occisionallytrairisled withvftitii'- 
lence, and is subject to constant pain of her head and right side ; 

' ahe has had no perfect sleep for several' weeks. ' - 

'-.  •...•,•, 

1 have thus endettvoured to represent the oonditkm in wfaickfl 
*;fomid Ann Moore, at a time when shehadfeeted to* a peviod of two 



Tt is an unportaht f^jA, in the history of this case^ that whibt 

•,<lhe ierm of .abstinence h^, month after month, been extending; no 

: «ffiMft» Jbave been produced by it on the system. I have repeatedly 

visited the patient, to observe any change that might have taken 

l^ace in her complidntiir but httve found heo i^cm timie to t 
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exactly the same state. Very lat^ she has lost the use of her 
lower limbs, and convulsioiis have come on from so slight an ei^cite- 
tnent as surprize. 

An hypothesis has been started by some of my medical friends> 
that Ann Moore is an impostor. ' But what paiticulars of the case, 
according to this hypothesis, are impostures } Is the loss of appetite 
real or feigned} Was the tremendous pain after eating an imposture? 
The aiy)lition of alvine excretion, and the suppression of urinary dis- 
charge, ire they, according to this hypothesis, impostures ? And yet 
I may with propriety remark, that there is such connection aiAong 
the (Afferent .particulars of the case, that the admission of one would 
go &r to prove the existence of another. 

' It is apparent, by a little reflection on Ann Moore's case, that 
abstinence, qua abstinence, has no effect on her system. The existence 
of the patient, after having iasted two years, with a continuance not 
far removed from the appearance of heiadth, will not be looked upon 
as an efiect of abstinence, if abstinence had any power over the 
system, surely it would produce emaciation. But mark ^^he pro- 
gress of the disease ! For many months together no wasting is obser- 
ved ; on the contrary, at distant periods of time, the patient, in point of 
flesh, strength, and spirits, suffers no alteration whatever. In the 
recorded cases of this inexplicable, complaint, it appears very 
strikingly, that, although the powers of assimilation are suspended, 
emaciation does not necessarily follow the abstinence., When Janet 
M* Cleod had&sted four years, ^'her pulse, which with, some difficulty 
Dr. M. felt was distinct and, regular, slow, and to the extremest de- 
gree small. Her countenance was clear, and pretty fresh, her fea- 
tures not disfigured or sunk ; her skin felt natural both as to touch 
and warmth; and her legs and arms, not at all emaciated,*'* In 
the case related by Dr. Ecdes of *' a beautiful and handsome young 
woman, 16 years of age," who £aisted 34 days, and soon after ^4 
days, we find, that '^ all the time of her first and second fastings^ 
she declared she had no sense of hunger or thirst ^ and when they 
were over, she Jiad not lost much of her flesh, f* 

According to theoretical views of the human system, the se^^ 
eretion of urine and expulsion of &eces, are considered as little less 
than vital functions. It is a general fact, however, in the disease 
of Ann Moore, that these functions for the most part cease. I must 
here apologize for the length or frequency of quotations, introduced 



* " An account of a woman in the shire of Ross, living without food or 
drink. By Dr. Mackenzie, Physician at New Tarbet.*' Philosophicai Tnuu- 
•ctioos, abridg. VOL. LXVII. 1775. , 

^ EdiubuFgh Medical Essays. VOL. VL art 43. "  . . 
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in this or any other part of the paper; the worki t& be flttre/from 
"Which the quotatuins have heen selected are in the hands of most 
<ff your readers, but the important examples of long continued ab* 
fitinence recorded in them have lain concealed. I shall cite the 
cases of Inedia prodigiosa published in the vrarks of Hildanus. When 
Hildanud roaile his observations on the case of AppoUonia Schreh*a^ 
ahe had then lived ?hree years without meat or drink. Alter men* 
tloning that she was about 14 yeans of age» he says, *' IHligenter ego 
illam perlustravi, et singula observavi. Facie erat tristis et foelsah^ 
chohca^ toto corpore camosa satis (ventrem excipio, qui ad spinam- 
dorsi plane depressus vergebat). Hepar reliquaque viscera ventrem 
manu tractando, quasi in scldrrus concreta ea^-ent, percipiebantur: 
excrementa nulla ejiciebat '** £var Flegen began to last in the year 
1596, and Hildanus saw her in the year 1619. when she was alxiut 
37 yeai sof age. During \ he whole 16 years sheiiad neither meat nor 
drink. Hildanus was at much trouble to obtain a complete history 
4>f the woman's ca^ie, for the use of his triend Lenitiilus^ who was at 
that time compleating a work de inediis. Those particulars of the 
case which are now most in'view^ of course, are not <miitted. Yen- 
ter versus spinam (he says) plane retractus erat, cum ego ipsam vi* 
clerem» sine uila tamen duritie parthim contentarum. Aures et na- 
tes mediocriter humidas habebar, et plerumque lacTrnias efftinde* 
bat : Urinam tamen nuUam neque excrementa ulia per inferwra 
«xcemebat/*f 

With regard to the proximate cause of this disease, inedia pro* 
df^osa, I have nothing to oifer. Ihus iar, I think, we may ad* 
Vance, that it is a disease of the whole system, ar^d that the procesa 
Of assimilation is suspended. The stomach being no longer an or* 
^an of digestion, food acts upon it as a foreign body, and create* 
that excessive pain referred to the region oi the stomach, on the 
same principle as a particle of water, or of any other foreign body, 
tvould excite violent irritation in the wind-pipe, > Whatever the ces» 
sation of the functions of the chyk>|M)etic vLicera may depend on, I 
do not think that dissection will throw any material light on the 
subject; for it is not easy to conceive, how such a moiH^id state of 
the viscera can satisfactorily be explained by a visUfle change of 
structure. The abdominal viscera no doubt are in a collapsed state; 
the diaphragm being in action, the sunken condition of the abdo- 
men cannot be otherwise accotmted for. If an opinion be tomied 
of the natuie of the organic derangement of the chylopoetic viscera^ 
It must be compatible with the recovery of tlieir functions. The 



* De proiiigiosa paeUas Colloniensis inedia. 

Cent. 3, obs. 40. 

f De prodigiosa inedia puella Morsiensis hifitoria siagularif. Cent, ▼!• 



hy HildamUy after having fiistod six weeks, regained the functidns' 
of the stotnach, aod suffered, in the mean time, no interruption or 
disorder of the pfocesB of parturition.* ApoUonia Schreira com-, 
pletely recovered. ^' Yivit Schreira ilia in hunc usque dietu 20. 
Qct. 1633, quo hec scribo; robiista est et aliorum hominum i^ore 
nutrimenta sumit**'* The- pathological idea, too, must be compati- 
l^le with the iudden restoration of the functions of the chylopoetic 
inscera, Thus Janet M' Leod, when she had not been able to swaV 
Ifiiw a paitick of any thing,< so^ or liquid, from the year 1763, to 
tjhe year 1765, all at com cried out for '^ a drink'*; and she dranJ^ at 
t)ie draug^ht a pint of water.*' In the case of the Nun, which Dr. 
Currie has deteiled on the authority of Rammoizird, the complaint,^ 
virhich caused an abstinence of 64 days, " went off suddenly, and tho 
patient finally recov^«L"t 

It is the opinion of some, that Ann Moore is nourished by mar* 
lerialB which the body absorbs from the atmosphere. Air, surely^; 
is nol aliment; and water, which is contained in the atmosphere, ia, 
xather a ydiicle of aliment, than aliment itself. In health, when 
the functions of the system are in vigour, water will pass through; 
the organs of assimilation, into the emunctories, without having lin* 
dei^pone any important change. The oxygen which is consumed in 
the process of respiration cannot stismd in the place of chyle, for the^ 
nourishment of the system. But it is questionable, whe^er a com- 
bination takes place between the oxygen of the atmospheric airv and 
the venous blood in the hmgs, by respiration. Venous blood, it ia, 
iakl, differs only from arterial blood, in containing disengaged car-, 
bonaeeous matter. The extreme branches of the pulmonary ar- 
teries expel this ciarboaaoeous matter from the blood, and, in conse- 
quence, the venous blood ef the whole body is transmitted iitim the 
pulmooary arteriea into the pulmonary veins arterialized. The 

{resence of oxygen is of •no further use in the process, than to com* 
ine with the expelled carbon, and to carry it off, asexcrementitiousi, 
from the bronchial ceUs, in the form of carbonic acid. In this way' 
it is explained, hew the venous blood parts with it's dark colour, 
4W)quires a scarlet hue, and reposseses it's vital properties. I ano^ 
veady to acknowledge the value of the work in which this theory ia 
iBaintained,4 and mv own incompetency to proceed on a formal dis* 
fussion ot the subject* In the arterialization of the venous blood 
pf the foetus, in ihsi maternal cells of the placenta, however, car^. 
h&nic atid is produced. I am, therefore, prepared to show, that the 
theory leads to this dilemma :"— oxygen either is not necessary to the 



• Cent IT. oils. 30. 

.^r Currie's Medical Reports, VOL. I. pH^e 314. 
'X ElUft's £oquify. 
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process by wluck Vtenou* blood is arteria]ized,-(a poaitiaa -wbich vq 
thecNT ever yet maintaiBed) or oxygen arterializes venous blood, by 
silently combining \srith it. — ^I am cusposed to join in Q|nnion with 
Dr. Bostock, and to admit the latter part of the dilemma. It re^ 
mains unsettled, whether dzo^e enters into combination with the blood 
in circulation through the lui^. Fibrina, which is formed in the 
lungs, contains, indeed, a greater proportion of azote than chyle 
from which it proceeds. But this change of proportions may as well 
be afiected by the abstractiim of carbon from the chyle, as by the 
Addition of ftzote to it. However this may be, <chyle cannot be pro* 
duced from azot£ in health, when the functions of assimiJatioa are 
perfect; how then can chyle, and much less blood! arise from azot^ 
in disease, when the functions of assimilation are suspended?" 

Mr. Granger concludes the paper by commenting on two other 
supposed means of subsisteiice in cases of dysphagia, i^tinence, 
te» the one through the roeaas of clysters; the.other* the nourish- 
iBent which the body has been imagined to receive from the absorp* 
tion of it^ own fat. On both whS^h points several ingenious ob- 
servations odcar. 

In the London Medlcsd and Physical Journal, Yd. xx. page 
337, &c. the editor's comments on parts of Mr. Granger^i 
statements thus; first in allusion to his opinion of water not being 
aliment^ &c., they say:— 

''We pretend not to determine what the natiire of these changed 
in the lungs is 5 but this is certain, that they appear more ner 
Cessary than food, as the animal sufiers more from the privation of 
air than of food. Even a bad air appears to be more injurious than 
the worst kind of food j for with the greatest variety of aliment tlm 
body suffers without ah*, and vdth the advantage of pure air, a ver^ 
meager diet is stifficient to preserve health end strength. Nor are 
we qtdte satisfied that water is a mere vehicle of aliment^ without 
being aliment itself ; fkrless that it passes thnmgh the organs of 
assimilation without being materially altered. It la well imowji 
that fish will live without any other food than what they derive from 
tlistilled water, provided that water is changed ofiten enough, and 
the surfkce exposed to tiie common air. 

^'Tfaat the human race cannot live on air in commoh is vefj|r 
•oertain; ibr we believe no one ever tried the experiment very hmg 
wUhottt jUling a aaorifice to it. But it is not eai^ to say what 
letoija^oes the cooatitation may haxre." 

And in ooDciunen they observe :-?— 

''Far our owB parts we ppetend not to determine what the prpx- 
teaite or remote cawe of sudi a disease may be; but for those who 
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Wbk tb form themselves^ it seems rational enough to suppCfCi the 
origin of such a state may be in the stomach, or some of the chylo- 
poetic organs. If these are in such a state as to be unequal (o their 
office, eyery other means of supporting life will be roused. Probably, 
dissection may thrpw no light upon the sujbject ; for an orj^an may 
be diseased, without shewing to our senses any marks (If disease. 
On the whole, we forbear giving any remarks on so intricate i 
question, especially as we hstve no means of experiment, that is, of 
actually seeing, examining, and watching the subject. It oughl, 
however, to be recollected, that the case is not without precedent, 
and that the correspondence of symptoms, between this and other 
events on record, entitle the whote to a grave consideration," 



7he following is an extract from a Paper in the 
Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal^ for 
April, 1813, entitled^ ^* On unusual Cases of Ano^ 
rexy. By Benjamin Granger , Surgeon. 

AFTER sopie ^^inarJc^ on Dr. Henderson^s sfatemei)^ respecting 
.Ann Moore, Mr. G. adds :—r 

"Although Dr. Henderson has argued against the possibility of 
this woman's abstinence, yet he has admitted, that "well authenti- 
cated A' exan^[>les Qf fasting hav^ ocemred, in which the phoenomenu 
exhU>ited were not much less remarkable. He states that a per- 
son &sted eighty-eight days (that is, first thuty-four days, and soon 
after iSfty-rfour daiys,)M^Uhwit the Jesh being materiallif reduced, or 
the pulse weakened, or the respiration disturbed. Tliat another per- 
son lived forty-eight day$ uppn a pint and half of water a day ; and 
so for from bis strength being r^uced fpr thirty-eight of tiie days 
he actually " stood in the same position.'" -^Suc^ were the cases de- 
scribed by Dr. Eccles and M. Ponteau; and they incontestibly 
prove, that there aie states of the constitution i» which, abstinence 
has ho effect on the system.* Now, as individual^, in these cases> 
have abstained from nourishment for eighty-eight days, without any 
prostration of strength, — may not other individuals^ in similar 
states of the constitution, have fasted for much longer periods; and 
how is the extent of these periods to be defined? In reference to this 
.itohject, I may mention the extraordinary examples of long ab^- 
nence which have frequently occurred in the brute cinn^on, and.with 
the less impropriety, because a brute animal cannot be an impostor^ 



• The celebrated DulSch anatomist Rtn^ch has deiusribed a remdrkable 
C4iMe ni long alistbienee. The patient died ; and, on dissection, the stomadi 
Aad intestines were found diminished in size to an unca^ampied decree. 

{Ueutand,T.i.Ote.30) • 
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.''W^haTe fi^ueaUy seen/* sayfr the writeroftheartijQlecfabsdne^ 
in Dr. Rees*s CydopoecHa^ '* rattle snakes that have subsisted many, 
months without any food» yet still retain their vigour and fierceness*** 
I>r. Shie^w ( rrav. page 4llO speaks of a couple of cerastes, (a sort of 
£gyptia^. serpents^) " which had been kept five yeaiB in a largi^ 
crystal vessel, without any sort of food> unless a small quantity of 
jpndtf wherein they coiled themselves up in the bottom of the vessel> 
inay be reckoned as such ; yet, when he saw them> they had just cast 
their skins^ and were perfectly brisk sind lively.** . 

What the blood loses, in these cases of anorexy, by the organs 
•f exeretioaa, is replaced by absorption from the atmosphere. In 
cases of diabetes^ absorption from the atmosphere takes place to a 
large amount; That the weight of the body may be increased by 
absorption from>the atmoapheie, has been sufficiently proved by the. 
experiments of Dr. Watson. After all^ examples of long abstinence 
are. no more contrasy. to: the order of nature, than the instances of 
spontaneous combusti<Hi of .the human body. ThaSe are even in- 
stances, (^ys Johnson,) of this combustion being so rapid as to con- 
sume the greater part of the body. Thus, a female described by 
Wjlmer^ or the Inflammable womm of Coventry; Cornelia l^andj, 
near C^na in Romana; another woman at Christ-church, in Hamp- 
shire; and Grace Pitts, at Ipswich, were consumed by an internal 
fire ; so eager were the principles of which they were composed to 
combine, as Dr; Beddbes says, with oxvgen.-^TTiese remarkable iiar 
stances, however, of quick combustion, osirried on in the human 
body, are very rare.** (History of animal Chemistxyx VoL III.. page 
107). 



The following cases of Abstinence^ which have beeft 
pablished at various times^ and supported by au* 
thority of a respectable nature, are inserted here a$ 

^ specimens of that sort of information, which has^ 
long lain before the pi^iblic, and induced many U» 
attach credit to the circumstances therein recorded. 

Extract from Pennanfs Jmirney to Snowdon, Vol 2'^ 
Page 105—107. 

, London, 17^. 

«Tn a former visit to this place, (Barmoutfi,) July 18th, 1770^ 
my curiosity was excited to examine into tlje truth of a surprizing 
i;elatioh of a woman in the parish of Cylynin, who had fasted a most 
supernatural length of time. I took' boat, had a most pleasant 
pa99age up the haarbour^ charmed with the beauty gf the shores^ 



Iteenaixed with woods^ verdant pastures^ and com flelda. I Guided, 
ood after a short walk^ found hi a farm^ called Tjrdden Bajch, the 
object of mj excursiwit Mary Ihomas^ who was boarded here^ and 
kept with great humanity and neatness. She was of the age of 
jlart3r-deven^ of a good countenance, very pale, thin> but not so much 
emaciated as might be expected, from the strangeness of the circum- 
jitances I am going to relate. Her eyes weak, her voice low, de« 
prived of the use of her lower extremities, and quite bed-ridden 5 hejr 
pulse rather strong, her intellects clear and sensible. 

Qnffiawiipigg her, she infonned me that at the age ai seven 
the had some emplions like the measles, which gvtw oonflutAt and 
univenaU su(id she became so aore, that she ooold not hear the least 
louch: she reeeived some ease fay the application of a sheep's skiB> 
just taken fixmi the animaL After this^ the waa seised, at spriskg 
a^d fall, with sweUings and inflammations, duriiu; whiektime she 
waa eanfined to her b^; but in the intenrala could walk atooyity anA 
qnpe went to iiolywell in hopes of cure. 

When she was about twenty-seven years of age,, she was attacked 
with the same complaint, but in a more violent manner; and, during^ 
two years and a half remained insemible, and took no manfter of 
nourishment, notwithstanding her friends foreed opei^ her mouth 
with a spoon, to get something down; but the moment the spoon 
was taken away, her teeth met, and closed with snapping^ and 
violence : during that time she flung up vast quantities of blood. 

She well lemembors the return of her senses, and her know* 
ledge of every body about her. She thought she had slept but a 
night, and asked hei mother whether she had given her any thin^ 
the day before, for she found herself very hungry. Meat was 
brought to her, but so far from being able to take any thing solid, 
ahe could scarcely swallow a spoonful of thin whey. From this shi^ 
Qontiniffid seven years and a half without any food or Uqpd, excepting 
auffida^ofthe latter to moisten her lips. Attheendlof thisperldd, 
Cihe agam fancied herself hungry, and deored an egg; of which she 
got down the quantity of a nut kernel. About ^lis time she le- 
Jifuested to receive the sacrament;, which she did, by having a enim 
•f bread steeped in the wm& She at tins time, for her oa%8ub« 
mstenee, e^ a bit of brea4 weigjii^g fdbput twe.peney*we]ghts« seven 
grains, and drinks a wine glaas^of water ^ sometunes a spoonful of 
wine ; but fre<|iientiy ebsteiiiis whgle days from food and liquida. 
She sleeps very indifferently : the ordinary fooDtionii of nature> are 
very small, amLvery seldom performed. Her attendant told me, 
that her disposition of mind was mild; her temper even; that she 
was very religious, and very fervent in prayer: the natural efioct of 
the state of her body, long luiembarassed with the grofisness^ctf foed^ 
suid a constant alienation of thought from all worldly 9.fbm,* 



f £h& was livifl^ in 1780^ aa4 in the same state. 
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This mi^tanee of the influence of disease^ (fyt ^A only e&ik S 
i»e cafled) strange as it is^ is not without parallel. 

The first is the case of a lady, a patfentof the late Dodoi 
Govrer« of Chehnsford, who was ctmfined to her bed for ten yeaia^ 
dsring which time she had an extreme and constant aversion to all 
l^iinib of soHd nourishment* She drank a pint of tea daily 5^ and 
ovi0e in tixree or foin: days chewed, without swallowing» a fevt ' 
raisins of the $un and blanched almonds, about four or half a dozen 
<^eaclr: sheM^om eat oftener than once a month, and then only 
a bit of dry bread, of the size of a nutmeg; but fVequently abstained 
fitna food for many weeks together. This lady recovered, by mean^ 
of constant nae(fical regimen, so that she could walk two miles with* 
out taking either rest or.reh*eshment 

1 refer the reader to the Tour in Scotland of 17^, foftheex- 
tyaonSnary case of Jenet M' I^eod of the coimty of ftoss ; and 

finally shaH mention that of Martha Taylof, of- •, neaf 

Bakewell, Derbyshire, who abstained from food from December 2^» 
1669, for thirteen months, and took nothing the whole time, ex- 
cepting a few drops of syrup, water,, and sugar, or the juice of 
roasted raiisins. She was also very religious ; was much emaciated; 
her palms moist ; her other exci'etionsr very smalL* 

The above>-mentSoned case ef Mary Thomas, the Welch absti** 
nent, is referred to in the following Extract firom Mr. floyston*s 
!Paper oa Medical Topogn4»hy, inserted in the London Medieal and 
Phyaical Joomal, Vol. xxi, p. 96. 

''if the desire for length- of days has occupied the feelings of 
mankind in an uncxHnmon manner, a few instances of living with<^ 
^laA food has excited proportionate surprize and curiosity. There ar^ 
QKk record several extraordinary instances of abstinence, and in yom* 
Journal for last November a case (^ this kind (viz. Ann Moore) has 
deservedly attracted considerable attention. But strange as this 
power of existing without sustenance may appear, it is perhaps ksi 
xasathan has been Aispeeted. Iii a remote part of North Waleii 
-Ihore IB actually at this time a counterpart to the case reported b^ 
Mil Taylor. Thss extraordinary being is also a woman, named 
liary Thomas. She is now of the' age of 84 years, 63 of these she 
kaa beea eonfined to the bed, and duritig this loi^ period haarliVed 
nearly without eating or dvioking. For ten years about the middf^ 
0£.thi&lang^t«rm>she was supported absolutely without food of any 
fciadv tdien lying in » torpid state^ unconseious^ of her own exists 



#-*i«*»*^ 



 Harfefan MisceT. 4,. 41^ 55. See IrOtidon MafiMEine 1763. p. 340^, ia 
fA^Qh i^ twi»tlitr i|i»tafl€f of lon^ abstinenoe. 
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wee, In 1807 hei* ingesta were confined to one oimce of kftad at>d 
a glass of water in fourteen days; and this was invariably rejected 
from her stomach in a few minutes after being taken. Under th£i 
extended period of abstinence she is reduced to a breathing skeleton. 
An eminent artist, Mr. James Ward of Newman Street, has in his 
possession an admirable sketch, unique in its kind^ of this being, 
taken from the life by himself. It is superfluous to observe how 
iiiucb philosophers and physicians would be gratified by an etching 
from this curious portrait executed with the truth and spirit it*s 
|)osse8sor b capable of giving to it, and accompanied with such 
sfuthentic iacts as Mr. Ward's knowledge of the woman can supply. 
1 will ventiire to assert that such a document would find a ready ad* 
uissipn into the Medical and Physical Journal. 

I<Yom these aberrations, the medical philosopher, gratified even 
hf extravagancies that manifest the infinity of powers and endless 
varieties of nature will descend with increased zeal to subjects o& 
inore obvious utility, as well as of more frequent occurrence." 



Tkejbllmving Case is from the Phihsophical Transact 
tions. Vol. 67, Lxvii. Part L 

» 

A woman, whose name was Janet M' Leod, daughter io 
Donald M* Leod, fai^ner, in the parish of Kincardine, in Ross-shire^ 
an unmanied woman, continued healthy till she was 15 years of age» 
when she had a severe epileptic fit ^ after that an interval of health 
for four yean> and then another epileptic fit. This was followed by 
a fever of long Continuance, which was attended by the loss of the 
use of her eyelids. Afiierwards, she had a third epileptic fit and se^ 
cond attack of fever. She then complained of much pain in her 
stomach and head. From that time she never rose for five years/ 
but was occasionally lifted out of bed. She seldom spoke a word^ 
and took so little food that it seemed scarce dufificient to support a 
Clicking infant. Even this small quantity was taken by<x>mpulsion : 
and at last, about Witsunday, 17^3, she totally refused every kind 
•f food or drink;' - • Her jaw now became so fast loc^ed^ that it was 
with the greatest difficulty her father was able to open her teeth a 
little, in order to admit a small quantity of gruel and whey; but of 
tiiis so much generally ran out at the comers of her mouth, thai 
tiiey could not be sensible any had been swallowed. About this 
time they got some water from a noted medicinal spring in Brae-Maiv 
tome of which they attempted to make her swallow, but without 
cfiect. They continued their trials, however, for three ^domings; 
rubbing her throat with the water, which ran out at the comersi of 
ber mouth. On the third morning, during the operation, she cried 
ovt, ''give me more water"; and swallowed with ease all that ra- 
Stained in the bottle. She spoke no more intelligibly forayeoi^' 
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though she continued to mutter some words, which her parents cmtj 
understood for 14 days. She continued to reject all kinds of food 
and drink for the space of a year and three quarters. At this time 
her sister thought, by sotne signs she made, that she wanted her jaws 
t^eried : and tlus being done, not without violence, she called intelli- 
gibly for drink, and drank with ease about an English pint of watei*. 
Her father then asked her^ why she would not make some sign* 
when she wanted a driiikv to which she answered, why should she 
''when she had no desire. It was now supposed she had regained the 
faculty of speech; and her jaws were kept open for about three 
waeks by means of a wedge. But in four or five days she became to- 
'tally silent, and the wedge was removed, because it made her lips 
sore. She still, however, continued sensible: and when her eyelids 
were opened, knew every body, as could be guessed from the signs 
she made. 






By continuing their att^pts to f(HT» open ha? jaw8» two of tilie 
under foreteeth were driven out; and ctf this opening her parenu 
endeavoured to avail themselves by putting some thm nourishing 
drink into her mouth; but without effect, as it always returned by 
the corners. Sometimes they thought of thrusting a little doi^k' 
of oatmeal through this gap of the teeth, which she would retain a 
few seconds, and then return with something like a straining vomit, 
-without one particle going down. Nor were the :fomily sensible of 
•my thing like swallowing for. four years, excepting the small 
draught of Brae-Mar water, and the English pint of common water. 
In this situation she was visited by Dr. Mackenzie, who communi- 
cated the account of her case to the Royal Society. He found her 
not at all emaciated; her knees were bent and her hatnstrings lights, 
60 that her heels sdmost touched the nates. .She slept n^uch, and 
'was very quiet : but when awake, kept a constant whimpering like 
a new born weakly infant. She never could remain a moment on her 
back, but always fell to one side or another; and her chin was 
clapped close to her breast^ nor pould it by any force be removed 
.backwards^ . 

' T • .  . -, 

f * ' * , , 

The Doctor paid his grst visit in the month of October; and 
.five years afterwariis, viz. in October 1772» was induced to pay her 
a second visits by hearing that she waareoovering, and had begun to 
efct and drink. The account given to him was mo^t extraordinary^ 

<JH[er.pqirepts one d^y returning from their country labours (having 
1^ their daughter fixed to her bed as usual,) were greatly surpnzeii 
tp find hej- sitting on her hams> on the side of the house oppodte to 

• herbed,spinning with her mother's distaff. All the food she took 

js^ that time was only to crumble a little oat or barley cake in the 
palm of her liand, as if to feed a chicken. She put little crunnhs 
into the gap of her teeth; rolled them about for ^onae time in her 

>iouth; and then sucked out of the piilm of her h^d a little waj^ 



wfacy, ormUIc; andthis only once or twice a day » and even that by 
^compulsions She never attempted to speak; her jaws were foA- 
1ocked> and her eyes shut. On opening her eyelids^ the balls w&re 
Ibuad to be turned up under the edge of the os frontis ; her ooun^ 
tenanee was ghastly, her complexion pale> and her whole person ema- 
ciated. She seemed sensibde^and tractable in every thing except in 
taking food. This she did with the utmost reluctance, and always 
cried before she yielded. The change of her looks Dr. Mackenzie 
attributed to her spinning flax on the distaff, which exhausted too 
^urh of the*8aliva; and therefore he r«H»mmended to her parents 
to confine her totally to the spinning of wooi In 1775, dhe was 
visited again, and found to be greatly improved in her looks as well 
as her strength : her food was also considerably increased in quan- 
tity : though even then she did not take more than would be suffi- 
cient to sustain an in£euit of two years of age. 

Mr. Pennant visited Janet M* Leod during his tour into' Scot- 
tod in 177^9 and confirms the truth of all the circumstances which 
kre recorded in the Philosophical Transaction concerning her. 

Tour in Softland, -part 2, Apptn^ Nq, 4. 



In the Harleian Miscellany Vol. iv, p. 41/' is con- 
tained one of the earliest communications to the 
Royal Society on the subject of Abstinenc^^ 
It describes an instance resembling" the mode of sub-* 
sistence which it nmw appears probable does take 
place in the case of Ann Moore. The article^ 
which IS written in the quaint phraseology, not un«^ 
Tisnal in the last centory but one^ is entiued^ 

*^ A Discourse upon prodigious Abstinence, acca^ 
sioned hy the twelve-month's fasting of Martha 
Taylor y the Jbmed Derbyshire Damsel: proving tha$ 
» without any mirade^ the texture of human bodies 
' inay be so altered that life mmf be long continued 
without the supplies qf meat and drink : ttitk an 
Account of the Heart , and how far it is interested 
in the business of Fermentation^ By John Reynolds. 
Humbly offered to the Royal Society ^ London^ 1669. 

AFTER a long treatise on the abstinent powers of the humaa 
body, under certain circumstances, he concludes thii^:-— 
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began this discourse^from a person of known ingenuity and honesty. 
Mod therefore most worthy of credit. 

This abstinent is one Martha Taylor^ a young damsel, bom of 
JBDean parentage, inhabiting not &r from Bakewell in Derbyshire, 
who receiving a blow on the back from a miller, became a pnscmei^ 
to her bed for. several days : which being expired, she obtained some 
cnlargeiiuent for a time, but by increasing distempers was quickly 
cemanded to her bed^prison again; where continuing some tune,. she 
&und at lasl a defect in her gula, and quickly after a dejection of 
^pipetite.; so that about the twenty-second of December Anno 166^^ 
she began, to abstain from all solid food, and so hath continued (ex- 
cept something so small, at the seldom ebbing-s of her distempef^ a» 
is altogether inconsiderable,) till within a fortnight before the date 
hereof, which amounts to thkteen months and upwards; as also from 
9lii Qtl^er sorts both of meats and drinks, except now and then a few 
drops of the syrup, of stewed prunes^ water and sugar, or the juice 
flf a roaated.rabin, &C. — but these repasts are used so seldom, and 
in such very small quantifies, as are prodigiously innifBcient 
for sustentation ; she evacuates nothing, she spits not that I 
can hear of, but her lips are often dry, for which cause she 
takes water and sugar with a feather, or spme other liquids ; but 
the palms of her hands are often moist, her countenance fi-esh and 
Uvely, her voice dear and audible; uk discourse she is &ee, her bek 
ly.flappedsto her back-bone, sq that it may be felt tlumigh her in* 
t^tines, whence a great cavity is admitted from the cartilago ensi« 
formis to the^navel, wod though her upper parts be less emaciated^ 
though mush too, yet her lower parts are very languid and unapt 
for motion,, and the ^kin thereof defiled vidth a dry pruriginous scurfy 
for which of late they have washed tiiem with milk. Shesleeps so 
i^imringly that once she continued five weeks waking; I hear 
nothing of any ev.tra(N:dmary previous sanctity, thou^ since hep 
lifiliction, beaiig ccpafined to her bed. which lieth in a lower room by 
a. fire-sidi^ she hath learned to read ; and being visited so plenti*' 
fiiUy by the curious from many parts, as also by the religious of all 
pecsuiisioiis, ehe hath attained some knowledge in sacred mysteries^ 
bat nothing of enthusiasm that she pretends unto. And, Jeast she 
tfimild pcove a cheat, sHe hath been diligently watched by physicians^- 
«u<^geQns,.and other persons for at least a fortnight together, by. the 
npp(Mntment of the noble Earl of Devonshire. Likewise several 
' 0ther p««on&^ ether times- have be^i pleased to watch for their 
own satisfaction, who 4etecting no fraud, )iave given the account 
kbovemei^ipned." ^ 
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Extract from Dr. Plots Natural HUtorj/ of Stctf- 

fordshire; p. 287— 288. 

*< THESE^ 'tis true, are as emiDeat instances in thdr kind, and 
tiie truth of them backed with as good authorities, as ope eoukl ex- 
pect or desire : and yet neither of them exceed the perpetual fiauit 
(as I may call it) of one Mary Yaij^hton, of Wiggington, in this 
county, who from her cradle to this day has lived with so small a 
quantity both, of m^ts and drinks, that all pei^le admire how na- 
ture is thus sustained without any sensible exhaustimi, she not eating 
in a day a piece above the size of half-a-crown in br^ul and butter; 
^ or if meat, not above the quantity of a pidgeon's leg at most : she 
* drinks neither wine, ale, os bea*, but only water or milk, or both 
mixt, and of either of these scarce a spoonful in a day« And yet she 
is a maiden of a fi^sh complexion, healthy enough, and very pioudy 
disposed. It is very well known to many worthy persons with 
whom she has lived, that any greater quantities, or different liquoft 
have always made her sick. 

-  * • * 

''Now to give- a satis&ctory reason of the long abstinence of 
these persons, who have lived thus with little or no food at all ; or 
to pronounce how it comes tx> pass that death, or at least a signal 
marasmus or destructive consumption has not insued ; though 1 dare 
not pretend, yet I cannot forbear so iastto gratify the reader, as to let 
him know, that I thmk the case to be no otherwise with these tluuot 
it is with leeches, lizards, snails, and the tort<Mses, porcupines, and 
loads, abovementioned : in all which the natural heat and nx>isture 
is either so justly counterpoised, or else their viscid juices'dosoover- 
Inlance and restrain the activity (xf their heat, that it is unable to 
rarify or seperate the parts of their moisture ; whence thene cannot 
follow any perspiration or consumption, and so no need of reparation 
by meats or drink ; upon which account some of them have Uved 
divers months, and others half a year together without any visible 
[^pply. Now what' frequently is se^n in so many species, may some* 
tknes Ml out too in< individuals ctf other species, in wlijch 'tis not 
so usually met with, when they happen to be qualified with the ijQce 
. constitution as I suppose these persons were, who by a peculiarity of 
tipper . without imposture or miracle, might hst as above men- 
tioned/' 

T ^ ' . ' ' ' •" - * ' - 

The two following Cases are taken from the PhUosQ-- 

phical Transactions. 

'^GILBERT Jackson, of Carse-Grange, Scotland, about fifteen 
^<}wr8<^age, io February^ 1716^ wa$( m^ y(iih a.violent &ver^ 



wbiclLrettimed in April fbrlfaite iveeiai»«Bd again tm the lOtfa* of 
June V he then lost his speech> his stomachy and the use of his limbs, 
and could not be persuaded to eat or drink any thing. May 26t}i, 
i717j his fever left him^ but he was still deprived of speech, and the 
use of his limbs^ and took no food whatever. June 30th he was seiz* 
ed with a fever again, and the next day recovered his speech, but . 
without eating or drinking, or the use of his limbs. On the 1 Ith of 
October he recovered his health, with the use of one of his legs, but 
neither eat nor drank, only sometimes washed his mouth with water* 
On the 18th of June 1718, the fever returned and lasted till Septemr^ 
her : he then recovered, and continued in pretty good health, and 
ircfih coloured, but took no kind of meat or drink. On the 9th of 
June 1719, he was again seized with a severe fever; on the 10th at 
night his &ther prevailed on him to take a spoonful of milk boiled 
with oatmeal : it stuck so long in his tlifoat, that his Mends feared, 
he had been choaked; but ever since that time he took food, though 
so little, that a halfpenny loaf served him for eight days. All the 
time he fasted, he had no evacuation ; and it was fourteen days after 
he began to eat, before he had any : — ^he still continued in pretty 
good health." 

'f In the year 1724, John Ferguson, of Killmelfoord, in Argylc-^ 
shire, overheated himself in the pursuit of cattle on the mountains, 
then drank laigely of cold water and fell asleep. He slept for four and 
twenty hours, and waked in a high fever: ever since, his stomach 
loathed and could retain no kind of aliment but water. A neigh- 
bouring gentleman (Mr. Campbell,) to whom his father was tenant, 
locked him up for twenty days, supplying him daily with water, and 
taking care that he should have no other food ; but it made no di^ 
ference either in Ins look or stvength ; at the age of thirty-^ix (whm 
the account was sent to the Philosophical Society) he was of a fresli' 
complexion and as strong as any common man." 

Phil. Traua. 1742, vol. 42, pag^ 240. 

*'^~"~-^—— ^"^ . .1.. , ~ —  — ^ -..,. .. ... .. , —   . I . . 

JExtract from the 4th Volume of the London Medicat 
and Physical Journal; p. 87. 

*' A very curious instance of a nearly two years abstinence from 
all fbod and drink, is related in two numbers of Hufeland^s Practical 
Journal, Vol. 8 and 9, No 2 5 and a pamphlet has since beeii published 
respecting this &ct, by Pr. Schmidtmann of Melle, in the bishop- 
rick of Osnabruck. 

*'h. country girl, sixteen years old, in a village near Osnabruck^ 
had eojoyed a good state (^ healtiti. during her childhood; Init. ait 
alboQi ten: y«anof aj|;e fibe wiM sejzcd.with epileptic fits, agaioa^: 
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iftach a mimtier «f remedies w^re employed in vain. Since that 
lime she vvas mostly confined to her bed, paiticulary in Winter; but^ 
in Summer she found lierself a little better. From February 1798, 
the alvine and urinary excretions began to cease, though she took 
now and then a little nourishment. Dttt from the be^nnin^ of 
April of the same year, she abstained entirely from all food and' 
diink, falling into an imintemipted slumber, almost senseless, from 
which she only awoke from time to time for a few hours. Her sen- 
sibility was during this time so great, that the slightest toudi on any^ 
part of the body, brought on partial convulsive motions. In thiii 
state she had continued fbr nearly ten months, when l>r. Schmidt- 
mann saw her first in March 1799. 1 hough she haci not taken the 
least nourishment during all this time. Dr. S. found her, to his ut- 
most astonishment, fi*esh and. blooming. For the last two months 
only, the intervab of sleep began to be longer; her senses of sight 
and hearing were in perfect order; but her feeling she seemed to 
have quite lost, as she could sufier pinching of the arms and legs 
without pain, her gums bled frequently, and the pulse was scarcely ' 
perceptible in the arms, but beat stnmg and full in the carotids^ 
about 120 in a minute. Dr. S. attempted to make her drink a little- 
milk, but she protested she could not swallow it. The alvine and 
lurinary excretions had quite ceased« 



'^ Although there could hardly be'a suspicion of any kjnd of im^ 
position, the parents being honest people ; yet to remove all doubt, 
iix. sworn men were appointed fiom different pieces in the neighboiir* 
hood to watch her day and nif^t, and instructions given to them acr 
oDrdingly. This being oontinued for a fortnight, tht men were dis- 
mmed, having given evidenee upon oath that the patient had never . 
Iftkea any food or drink whatever during that tiaae, nor had any ex- 
cretion alvine or urinary. She had been once very ill. and nearl^r. 
dying, seized with convulsions, feverish, and sometimes in a great 
fiweat, which had the ^Ltraordinary property of turning water black. 
When Dr« S. saw her again, he found hierqiiite recovered, not in the- 
least emaciated, but rather looking lustier; her gums however still 
ftoqaenUy bled, and hev feeling was not y^ i>etumed; btit her 
memory was not impaired, and she amused herself sometimes with 
reading and writing. , No alvine and urinary excretion had taken 
^lace. Sometimes she was attacked by a sudden weakness, pavtici:^^ 
larly after having bled from the mouth. During the last severe . 
winter, she could not endure the heat of the stove, because she felt; 
then feint and oppressed. 

^^ Dr. Schmidtmann then enters into an enquiry by what meant 
thfe)pati&ent., in this case,- was nourished* and miaintained in'that ^tate 
ii^'^/diidh she was foimd; and having discussed the matter at large^ I 
liiisiicfopiiiioo t}iat.9he4i:ew, by re6oiytion» fuch elm^taijr psif^ 



Ilries fttHh tlie tctmosphere, us were siiAielent fer i^ utitiltiot)' <# 

I9ie body^ and that the excretknis were likewlsere^bced \yy the sknt.' 

'  • • • • » . . - • 

•*' However incredible luid tniraeuktcis thislk:! mhy9eem,yeti9& 
find similar instances recorded by sereral ttuthors, \tz. by Hs^er, iii 
his Elenienta Riysiologiae, Tom. ^. Sec. ^.fl.€.-— C5onf. Memoire*" 
de r Aeademie de Sciences de Toulouse, T. 1, 1783 5 and in Prich- 
tei*'« Library devoted to, Snrs^ry (in Oerman) Vol. IS. p. * 184. 
Swieten Comment, in Boerhaav. Aph. T. S. p. 508i Histoire de V^ 
Acad. Royale de Sciences, V an 17^9; and ui Hufeland's art of pro- 
If waging life, first edition, p. 67> Malpart van der Wiel- OUservat. 
I'ar. Centur, Poster, in the London Magazine for August If^^ 
there is likewise an account of a young woman, twenty four years of 
ag^y who had fested for two yesffs, and whose excretions were 

also. -entirely suppressed. 

« ■• 

^ ^ A report* has been lately spread in one of the newspapers, tlitft^ 
the physicians <)f dsnabnick have, by an accurate and indeMigablef 
inquisition, succeeded at last, in discovering the whole fact to be an 
ini])08tureofthe most subtle and intricate nature, for the sake of 
eacciting pity, and getting jiresents from people, Who came in grMit" 
nutnl^ers from all parts of the neighbourhood to see this wonderful* 
girl, it is said, that an account of the whole pnxieeding will be Short- 
fy published, which must certainly be very interesting; and we 
fihall not omit to communicate it after it has been confirmed.'* 



Extract from a remarkable Case of Abstinence in a 
«: Young Gentleman who voluntarify Abstained from 
Food for 61 Days. Related in the second volume^ 
of the Medical Communications. By Dr. Willan. 
December 12th, 1786. 



" I was called on to presciibe the mode of treatment, and 
oordingly visited him on the 61«t day of his fast, March S$3d» 179^*' 

'^ He was at that time emadated to a most afitmiiduBg degree 
the UHiscles of tlte £ace being entirely shrunk ; his eheek-bones WaAl 
prpcessus zygomatici stood prominent and distinct, afibrding a mosc 
gj/astly appearance, his abdomen was concave, tlie uxubilieus Q^uk^r 



• Tbis report proved true. Notwithstanding the length nf time and the 
respectable authority by whicli this Girl.of Osnabruck's case was supported^ - 
a second Watch under the superintendance of two other Physicians det^|;edk' 
the artifice. — Dr. Henderson has given a curious parallel between her'g ai||4 
the case 9f Aon Moorefitl the cud i>riHd iate*pablic«tioii. - 



iqg to be retracf^^ firom the collapsed state of the iiitestlnes ', tlie 
BJLin and abdominal muscles were shrunk below the brim (k the 
pelvis, and under the ribs, leaving the space vacant betwixt the ossa 
ilia, the lower ribs^ and the spine. His limbs were reduced te the 
greatest possible degree of tenuity; the ossa Ischia, the internal 
trochanters, and all the processes of the bones being distinguishable. 

''His whole appearance suggested the ideaofaskeleton, prepared 
for drying the muscles upon it, in their natural situations. . 

" His eyes were not deficient in lustre, and his voice remained 
dear and sound, notwithstanding his general weakness." 

" The duration of this young gentleman's fast is, I believe, longer 
than any secorded in the annals of jphysic. He could scarcely have 
been supported through it, except from an enthusiastic turn of mind, 
nearly bordering on insanity ; the effect of which, in fortifying the 
body against cold and hunger* ia well known to physicians. 

'^In the Memoires de V Academic des Sciences, 1769, we have 
the case of a inadman recorded, who lived 47 days witJhout taking any 
tjiing but a pint and a half of water per day. He stood constantly 
in the same position for 38 days of that time > but during the remain- 
ing ^ht, he was obliged to lie down through weakness j and then 
took nothing, revising even water. 

** When he first began to eatTigain, he recovered his reason for a' 
time^-but soon relapsed. 

«» 

"In the Edinburgh Medical Essays, vol. vi. a case is related of a 
young girl, who fitsted, at one time, 34 days, at another time, 54 
days, from a spasm> or some obstruction of the oesophagus. 

''M. Porteau, in his CEuvres Posthumes, mentions a young lady, 
thirteen years old, who, being unable to keep solid aliment on her 
stomach, subsisted eighteen months on syrup of capillaire mixed 
with water, and in that time grew two inches and a half. 

.. '^Severaloth^remarkable instances of abstinence may befound 
indifierent works, particularly in Stalpert Vander Wiel's Ok$erv», 
Mar X* in the nuloeophical Transactions,t and in the memoirs of: 
the literary and Philosophical Society of Manchester: X but few 
conclusions of importance, . with regard to medical practice, can be 
deduced from such extraordinary cases. It is not, however, amlss^ 
to have ascertained for what length of time the human constitution 
is able to suf^rt itself under abstinence." 
* ' -^  - -  •• _ -_■ _ , —  — . — I —  - ■^- 

'• Cent. post. pars. ,pr.«tbs« XV. fVoLv"*. t Vokii,p*f67* • , . , , 
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The following Extract is taken from Dr. Henderson* s 
Examination of Ann Moore* s case ; page 30. 

" To return to Ann Moore. Should we grant for the sake of ar- 
^tunent, that the watchh)g was conducted with the utmost strictness 
.lUdd regularity^ what would the inference amount to? why, that she 
hauA fasted sixteen days and nights> a period of time during which it 
16 certainly not impossible that she may have endured the privation; 
not^ that she had lived five wiiole years^ . and odd months^ without 
any nutriment whatever. 

That the human body can be brought to subsist on very-smaB 
•quantities offood^has been longknown^ and ifwe consult the recorcLi 
of medicine, we shall find, that there are not wanting well authentic 
cated instances of even more protracted absiiDcnce/ than is. said to 
have been exhibited on this occasion. In 1559> a bishop of Spires, 
who had Mien into a deep melancholy, persisted in refusing any 
sustenance during forty days, standing or walking all the while* 
On his returning to food, his feet swelled to such a degree, that he 
was unable to use them ; and he recovered his reason during a short 
mterval. But relapsing into his former state, he determined, in the fol- 
lowing year, to repeat the experiment. This time, however, it was not 
60 succesful: for, on the thirty-fifth day of his fast, he was seized with 
such debility, that he found himself compelled to take to his bed; 
and, on the forty-eighth day, after having twice tasted some Saur- 
brunn water, died.* A canon of Liege attempted to imitate the 
example of this prelate^ but was with difficulty saved from deaths 
by a supply of food, on the seventeenth day.f 

A i&matic, of the name of Elliot, made the same expeiiment, 
in 1789, and lived till the sixteenth day 4 

f - 

The lady, whose case has been already noticed, subsisted cui 
small quantities of beer, and vinegar, and the juices of lemons and 
onuiges. from the end of March to the 16th of June, when she was 
persuaded to relinquish her design. Dr. Willan^s patient persevered. 
In the disuse of solid food, till the sixty-first day 5 taking only a littls 
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* Joh. Pontanus, ap. Lentul. p. 8/. 
.t .WiMO&ut«Hpn». 



WStsnsUgtlCly' flaV6red ivtth the jolce of uiaijgeg> tu muistcii his 
mouth: the case soon afterwairds terminated fittsdly. 

A French officer of in&ntiy, vho had retired fromservice^ and 
became deranged; took it in his head to refuse food, and continued 
in tiiat determination firom the ^5th of December till the 9th of 
February, drinking only about a pint and a half of water daily, ivith 
a few drops of aniseed-tiquor in each glass, till the thirty-hinlh day% 
from wlucK time, till th«« forty-seventh day, he took nothing what- 
ever. Till the 38th day, too, he remained out of bed 5 but weakness 
at length obliged him to lie down. The return to food was 
IbUowed by a temporary cure of fak insanity.''^ 

In the Fhilosc^hical Transactions we have an account of fovar 
Colliers, who were confined twenty-four days in a coal-pit, at Herstol, 
Tiear Leige, wkh nothing to support them but water; and in theiud- 
xlical commentaries,f there is a history ofa girl, who had lost h^* way, 
and remained 18 days on a barren moor, in the island of Lewis, 
where she eotdd not possibly have had any other kind of siastenanoe. 
Itr. Miller, who relates the case, saw her two hours after she was 
•fimnd, and describes her as much emaciated. In fact, proofe abound 
=tt9 to the possibility of maintaining life, for a considerable time, and 
^mder the most tti^vorable circumstances, on small quantities of 
water, or other lii^uiils. J Jejuni magis sitiunt, quam esuriiint,--^The 
dfeeling of hunger, if not appeased by food, often ceases all together. 
-IBut the feeling of thirst l^ecomes constantly more urgent; and if the 
body be at the same time uuder the inlluence of heat, it produces the 
snost aggravated distress: 



■" Torrentur viscera flamma. 



Oraque sicca rigent squamosis as^iera linguis. 
Jam marcent venae, nulloque humore rigatus 
Aeris alternos angustat pulmo meatus ; 
Ilescissoque nocent suspiria dura palato: 
Pandimt ora tamen, nocturnumque aera captant. '* || 



 Histoire de V Academic des Sciences, 1769.'p. 45. f Dec. Vol. iv. p. 360. 

X See a paper on the subject by Dr. Perceval, in the second rolume of 
the memoirs of the Manchester Society. • 

11 Lucan. iv. 324. The narrative of the suffering of the persons confined 
in the black hole of Calcutta. (Gent. Mag. Feb. 1758,) and the narrative of the 
suffering:s of Lieutenant Spearing, who remained seven days in the bottom of 
a coal pit, (Gent Mag. Aug. 1793,) furoish striking examples of this fact.' Sm 
also, Park's Travels in Africa. 
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Extract from a Paper in the second Volume of the 
Manchester Memoirs , hy Dr. Percival, entitled a 

' Narrative of the stifferings of Thomas Travis, a 
Collier, who was confmed nwre than seven days 
without Sustenance in a Coal-pit not far from Man- 
chester, with observations on the effects of Famine, 
Sgc; page 467. 

'*TFilS affecting catastrophe coincides, in a striking mann^^ 
iivith an observation of Hippocrates, "Tiiat most of those, wfio neither 
eat nor d^nkfor seven days, die within that period. And that though 
"they survive, so as afterwards to take nourishment, their former fatt" 
ing wiU prove fatal to them,** * Yet k is evident^ that the remark of 
tins fetthful recorder of facts, was founded on experience too limited 
lo give it validity. For we have many well attested aocmmta of 
longer continued abstinence, without destruction to life. Sir WiL^ 
Itam Hamilton, in his narrative of the earthquakes in Italy, A. D. 
18iS, inentioBs a gitl, of sixteen years of s^, who remainied eleven 
days without food, under the ruins of a house at Oppido. ^e had 
A child in her arms, five or six months old, who died the fourth day. 
A light, through a small chasm, enabled her to ascertain the tima 
of her confinement, and she gave a very clear relation of her sufim 
ings. When Sir William Hamilton saw her, she did not appear to 
to he in bad health; drank eaj^ily, but with difficulty i^wallOwed my 
thing soHd.f In cases of this lund> is it not probable that the body 
may be supplied with fluids from the external air, by the exertioh 
of some extraordinary powers in the lymphatic system? Thus* the 
negro, mentioned by Dr. Chalmers, tvho was gibbeted at Charles* 
town, in March 1799, and had nothing ^ven him afterwards, re« 
gularly voided every morning till he died, a large quantity of 
urine.j The spring season, in South Carolina, is atteixded with 
great nocturnal dews, which being imbibed by the pores of the skii\, 
furnished the poor Negro with a superabundance of Quids in the 
night, and a sufficiency to support perspiration in the day. I visit* 
ed, not loi^ since, in consultation with her kinsniaq. Dr. Eason, 
an elderly lady, who laboured under a very sev^ere lientery. Her 
evacuations, as often happens bothiQ this disease and in the diabetes, 
far exceeded in quantity the liquids which she swallowed, or tvhat 
could be ascribed to the .dissolution of her solids. During five or 
six days before her deatb> sh^tQok no aliment whatever, and only oc- 



* Hipoorat..xleCaniibu8, 8ect« III. f Philosophiceil Traasactioijys, Vol* 
LXXiii, page 169. 
X Chalmrs on ff9en, page 9. 
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casionally moistened her mouth> by putting her finders into it^ after 
they had be^n dipfied i& w^ter. Yet she tlischai^ed a {lint of urine 
onoe in twenty->f6ur hours. I am inclined to coi^jecture> that the 
moisture of the coal-pit was favourable to Travis; but how long* hm 
might have subsisted under such circumstances, it is not possible to 
determine. It may however be presumed, that his death was rather 
accelerated than retarded by the changes and the hurry which he 
underwent. 

* 

In famine, life may be protracted with less pain and misery by 
a moderate allowance of water. For the acrimony and putrefection. 
of the humours are obviated by such dilution, the small vessek are 
kept permeable, and the lungs are furnished with that moisture^ 
which is essential to the performance of their functions. Fatttonus, 
a writer of re^)ectable authority, in the estimation of Morgagni, re- 
lates the history of a woman, who obstinately refused to take any 
sustenance, except twice, during the space of fifty days, at the enk 
of which period she died. * But he adds, that she used water, by 
way of dnnk, though in small quantities. 

Redi, who made many experiments, (cruel and unjustifiable m 
my opinion) to ascertain the eiects of fasting on fowls, observes^ 
that none were able to support life beyond the ninth day, to whom 
drink was denied; whereas one, indulged With water^, ^ lived more 
than twenty days." 



A Case related by Dr. Voltitin in a Pamphlet puh^ 
Ushed at Ley den, 1777^ o/* tvhich an Abstract is 
given in the Leipsie dommentaries for 1779, Vol. 
xxii, pa^e 547. 

"A woman, who bad previously enjoyed very good health, in her 
•43d year, from excessive grief for the death of her sister and child, 
became subject to hysterical affections, which were succefeded by de- 
bility and a gradual feilure of her aj^tite. She lived for about a 
year on coffee and milk, suffering dreadful fainting fits, with fre- 
quent haBmorrhages from the nose and eles where,' and such great 
prostration of strength, that for three years she could scarcely stand. 
She however slowly regained her strength, so far as to be capable of 
performing her usual duties : but from this time she took nothing 
but water, tea, infusion of ssfffton, sugar, negus, and a small quan- 
ti^.of gin. During the four years wluich she lived in this manner. 
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* Mor^g:m de sedibus et Causis Morborwfa. Bpist. 2f . 



she IB said tdfaate hftdscdrceiy aByevatUlitiim fitomli^rbowe^ and 
was let blood amniaUy m the month of May^ oa acoouAt of pains in^ 
the joints. She was of a smajl and slender habit, yet net unusually 
^hiD^ ber mind was tran^^ and c^en cheerful. Her- body was 
examined after death, when the gall bladder was foimd very large; 
whilst the stomaeh and intestines were thickened and much con« 
tracted." 
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WATCH 

INSTITUTED ON 



ANN M O O K E* 



Rules and Regulations aekpied and preserved <it^ the 
general Committee-Meetings on Tuesday/ the 20th 
of Aprily 1813; Sir Oswald Mosle^y Baronet^ in 
the Chair. 



I. XHATthc day shall be considered as divided into six watchea 

of font houft each, and that the day be cohsideried as 
c<»nmencing at ten in the morning. 

II, That the watchers be at the Committee room at least one 

hour previously to the commencement of their several 
periods of watching. 
ni. That in case any gentleman, having made an engagement, 
shall unavcndably be prevented from attending, he shall 
be considered liable to procure a substitute in the person 
of another of his profession, or that the Committee dhaft 
have two hours notice of the disappointment which may 
be expected to atise, and which shall be commumcated to 
them by a special messenger fromtheparty who may wish 
to be so relieved from such engagement. 

IV. That each person shall proceed immediately to the Jnn> • andi 

announce his arrival to some person of the Committee^ 
who will be near at hand to recdve him. 

V. That each person shall watch not less than four successive 

hours. 

VI. That it having been made a preliminary stipulation by Ann 

Moore, and ftilly consented to by the Committee, that, 
during the whole course ofthe Watch, slie shall be treated 
by the watchers, with humanity and tenderness; and that 



eveiy thing shall be avoided, tvhkh can tend to hnri her 
leelmgBi or occasion her any needless fiitigae or uneasi- 
ness: — the watchers be required U> engage, on the honour 
of gentlemen, to abide by the stipulation, and to pro- 
mise, that during the terms of thtir respective watches, 
no experiment on, or examination of, the person of Ann 
Moore, shall take place, as it might tend to disoonapose 
and distress her, — but on the other hand, the strictest 

*~ observation and attention are to be maintained as to the 

main object of enquiry, viz. whether she takes any food 
or not, subject to tlie above-mentioned stipulations, as to 
conversation and conduct towards her, which the Com- 
mittee are decidedly of opinion will be essential to the 
success of the investigation on every principle of justice, 
humanity, and expediency. 

VII. That each person be requu*ed to subscribe, to a declaration 
agreeably to the last regulation at the Committee-rDom, 
previously to entering upon the Watch. 

•V1IL That each person be requnred to sign the attestatiooi pre- 
sented by the Committee at the termination of their 
several watches, and that one or more of the Com- 
mittee be present to witness such attestation, who shall 
also subscribe his or their names. 

IX. That a supernmaerary watcher bQ kept in attendance, in or- 
der to meet any emergency. 

^. That if any occasional circumstance shall render it necessary, 

, , . th^t, either of the watchers should withdraw during 

their appointed periods of watching, a messenger in wait- 
ing sh^ll previously be dispatched to procure the attend- 
Skpo^ of the supernumerary watcher to supply his place, 
before he is permitted to withdraw. 

.XI. That np.persop whatever be allowed to enter the room, ex- 
. cept they are iQtroduced under the immediate order and 
^)spection of the Committee. 

XIL That a ticket be given, signed by the chairman, to each 
member of the Committee. 

XIIL That the catchers may require of the Committee, or of any 
individual member thereof, the production of their tick- 
et, before they permit th^m to enter the room. 

XIV* That the Committee, or any n^ember thereof, shall not, unless 
c^ed or required by the watchers, approach Ann Moore^ 
nearer than the lii^e of partitiop ei^pressly made betweea 
the two ends of the room. 

XV. That the exception to the two last rules niust be admitted 
for the necessary purposes of cleanipif the room and 
making fires, but that all such exception on the part of 
me^engers or assistants shall take plac^ i|| the presence 

:i pf at least three pftl^eCoBOfoiitte^. 
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XVL That each person acting in the capacity of t»iitent or mes- 
senger, shall be liable to-be searcfa^, if the Commktee, 
think necessary. . 

Jos. B. H. BENNETT, Secretary. 

The following Attestatitms are selected from the Se-- 
cretarjfs Book as Specimens of those which were 
signed at the conclusion of every four hours, from 
the beginning to the end of Iht IVatch btf the 

' different fVatchers successively. 

The first Attestation was the regular form adopted, 
when nothing particular occurred. But whenever 
any Occurrence took place, to which the slightest 
suspicion could attach, in regard to the conveyance 
or receiving of Food, every attention was paid and 

' every such Occurrence noted and attested accord^ 
ingly. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 1813. 

TVn 0* Clock s» theJSvemngr. 

We> Elias Sanders, Curate of Church-Broughton, and John Web- 
ster, of Burton, Surgeon, do hereby certify and attest, that (from 
Six o* Clock this evening to the present time, being four hours) we 
have most diligently and attentively watched Ann Moore during the 
aaid four hours, (having first entered the room before the preceding 
watchers withdrew) and we are fully satisfied, and do declare, and 
will maintain, that she has not received any food whatever, liquid or 
solid, in the course of that time, and that our said watch has been 
eonducted in strict conformity with the r^ulations prescribed. 

jfS WITNESS O UR HANDS, 

ELIAS SANDERS. 
JOHN WEBSTER. 
Signed in theprestnoe of 

CHARLES BOTT, and 
J. B. H. BENNETT. 



MONDAY, APRIL 26, 1813. 

Three o* dock in tite Afienumn, 

We, Frederick Ap^on, Rector of Sudbury, ?ind George Alsop, of 
Utt^xeter, Sui^eon^ do hereby certify apd ^ttest^ that^ with an exr 
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Oftpffofl of t^n mnifttes oo the ptut of me the said Fraieriek Anson* 
m widch abM»oe George Watson HutdunsoD, Vicar of Tulbuiy, 
sni^lied my place, and also an exception of two minutes on the part 
of vat the said George Akop^ in which absence the Rev. Elias San- 
ders, Curate of Church-Broughtoo^ supplied my place, we have coor- 
finued most diligently and attentively to watch tbe~s2±i Ann Moore. 
The said Frederick Anscm having first entered the rocHu before th^ 
}n*eocdiog watcher, Elias Sanders, withdrew, I the said George 
Alsop not having quitted the room at the end of the last watch, and 
that allowing ^ the exceptkms as above as to the absences wMch 
happenedat ffifierent times m the watch, we are ftdly satisfied^ and 
do declare, and will maintain, 4^hat she has not reeeived any food 
whatever^ liquid or solid^ within the last five hours. 

We also attest that, in the application of hartshorn and lavender 
to her throat and temples^ whkh was rubbed on by me the said 
George Alsop, in the presence of me the said Frederick Anscm and 
se^'eml of the Committee, she never had the bottle containing the 
fiuid in her hands, and that no particle or quantity thereof whatever 
was received into ber mouth. We also examined an ounce of snuff 
which was purchased for her by Mr. Bennet, one of the Committee, 
and also two new pocket handkerchiefis. We also attest, that Sarah 
Allen was admitted into the room during the watch to mop and 
clean the same, and whidi was also done under our iomiediate eye 
ami inspection, anid that no food whatever was conveyed to her by 
the said Sarah Allen ; and this was done in the presence of maoj 
gentlemen of the Committee. 

And we also further attest, that Mr. John Harrison and Antho« 
ny Robinson of Derby, Machine-Makers, and the Rev. Thomas Best, 
of Uttc^eter, were admitted into the room under the written orders 
of the Committee^ and that they as well as many members of the 
Committee were in all parts of the room, for the purpose of fixing ^ 
the weighing engine, and that in the whole performance of thiscon> 
cem no food whatever, liquid or solid, was conveyed. 

AS unmsiEss o un hands, 

FREDERICK ANSON. 
GEORGE ALSOP. 

Signed in t?ie presence of 

Jos. B. H. BENNETT. 

I, Elias Sanders, Curate of Chmch Broiightbn, in the said ab- 
sence of two minutes of the said George Alsop, not having quitted 
the room, do hereby certify and attest, that during the .said absence 
J watched in company with the said Frederick Anson: and I do 
declare and will maintain, add am fully satisfied, that she has not 
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received any food whatever^ liquid or solid^ la such absence <if the 
£aid George Allsop. 

ELIAS MNDERS.' 

Signed in the presence of 

Jos. B. H. BENNETT. 

- .  

I, George Wafs<»i Hutchinson, Vicar of Tutbuiy, in the said- 
absence of the said^FVederick AnsoA ^having -first entered the room 
before he withdrew) do hereby certify and attest, that during his said 
isibsence I watched in company with the^aid George Alsop, and I doder 
dare and will maintm, and am fn% satisfied, that she did not re- 
ceive any food whatever, liquid or solid> in such absence of the said 
Frederick Anson. 

G. W. HUTGHiNSON. 
Signed in the presence of 

Jos. B. H. BENNETT. 



TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 1813. 

Tufo 0* Ctock in the Jfternomt 

We, Edward Cooper, Hector of Hamstall Ridware^ and of Yoxall, 
and Francis Fox, of Perby, Doctor of Phytic, do herel>y fcertify and 
attest, that we have most dili^ntly and attentively watched Ami 
Aloore for the last four houjs, (having entered the yqqvlx b^ore the 
|)reoeding watcheia withdrew) and we are fully satisfied, and do de* 
clare, and will maintain, that she has not received any fpod whatever* 
liquid or solid, during our watch. VV^e also attest, that no alteration 
.whatever has been made during our watch in the t)edor bedeJibathsi 
as to taking. some. a^my and bringing otliers thez^eon. , We also at* 
test, that in the application of hartshorn and lavender to her throat 
and neck by me the said Francis Fox, no paiticle thereof was taken 
into the mouth; and that owing to mu-cus. on tbe <ongue aiising 
from fever, the said Francis Fox obtained leave of the Committee i^ 
apply the comer of a cloth (first dipped in water and then hard 
rinsed again) to the tongue in order, to cool and cleanse -it, by which 
operation we are fully assured that no liquid could be conveyed X» 
her contrary to the regulations and stipulations of the Watch. 

jtS JfTTNESS OUR HANDS, , . 

FRANCIS FOX. 
EDWARD COOPEE- . 

'^Signed in the presence of 

G, W. HUTCHINSON. . . 

We also attest, th^it during the period of the foregoing vmtca, 
©ne pocket handkerchief was brou.^ht into the ropp, aa^ examiacil 
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by \tt pievtous to its bdag delijvcred to Ann Moore/and^e aHe fulty 
assured^ and dp testify, iuid will oaaintain^ that no partkde of food 
whatever was contained therein. 

FRANCIS FOX. 

EDWARD COOPER. 



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28, 1813- 

Six o' Clock in the Evenings 

^ E, William Phillip Inge, of Thorpe, Esquire, and Justice of the 
Peiice, and Trevor Jones, of Lichfield, Doctor of Physic, d6 hereb}r 
certify and attest, that, with the exception of absences on th6 parts 
ofeachofus for three minutes each, which were supplied by the 
Rev. Hugh Bailye, Vicar of Hanbury, and John Allen the elder. Sur- 
geon, we have most diligently and attentively watched Ann Moore 
for the last eight hours, (having entered the room before the pre- 
ceding watchers withdrew) and that allowing fxx the said absence 
which hs4)pened at different times, we are fully persuaded, and do- 
declare, aiid will maintain, that she has not received any food, liquid 
er soli(^ during our watch. .. . ^ 

We also attest, that in the admittanceof M r. W. Greasly, of Liver- 
pool, Surgeon, and Mr. J. Webster from Morley, near Leeds, under 
the written order of the Committee, and duly introduced, they did 
not approach nearer than the rope partition, and that by them no 
food whatever was conveyed. 

We also attest the examinatioo of a clean pocket handkerchief, 
and also one that was sent to be washed which were both perfectly 
satis&ctary to us. 

We arlso attest, thajt the application of a moistened comer of a 
iiandkerchief to the tongue and mouth in the present high state of 
ftvet, the water having as ^sir as possible been previously >vrung 
from it, was perfectly consistent with the nature of the inveBtigation> 
«8 not any was ot could be swallowed. 

• 

We also attest, that in the sipplication of a small quantity of 
ointment to the lips, which was performed by me the said Trevor 
Jones, she had not the box which contained it in her hands; and asit* 
^1^ determined upon by me the said Trevor Jones, Dr SimpsQ)|,- 
and Mr. Allen, Surgeon, as a matter of necessity in her present stotfe 
of fover, the ointment ^as used in so small a quantity. An so careful 
a. manner,. and in every respect so unexcx^ptlonable, that we can pos- 
iitively assert and maintain tliat not the smallest particle of such' 
fldntment was taken Into the xnouth or swalloiived. ' 



We alsa attest, that no alteration or removal has been made in 
tteltiftdofbed-doe^j so aslo afifect the operatK>n of weighing.** 

A8 WITNESS OtJR UAHihS, \ 

W. P. .INGE. 
TREVOR JONES> M. D. 

JSHg^wid tk the pretence^ ^ 

Jos. B. H. BENNETT. 



Ut, 
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Selections Jr&m ike Commmnications made hy severed 
Gentlemm of the Which in reply to the Jhthwing 
CircUlixr Letttr. 

Sir/' 

the Cfltaniittee of Investigation, in Ann Moore's case, request 
the ftvor of your communicatmg immediately, by writing to nxe 
Mek remarks of a medical or any other nature 9B youinay have made 
d^i^ die periods of youi* watch or watches, distinguishing each ; 
as tbey are preparing a detail fbt the public, which they wish to be 
as accurate as possible. 

* The object of the Committee is, to furnish the public with ob- 
aiervations on each watch, and therefore if vou should not as yet hav^ 
committed any thing to paper, you would perhaps have the goodness 
to write what occurs to your recoUectipn^ and whieh may. be as liear 
ihe truth as jposmble. 

I am, Sft, 

Your Obt. Servt, 
Jos. B. H. JJENNETr, Secretary J 
Tutbury, May i4th, 1813. 



Kftrf-l^ 



Dr. Garlike y of Derby y nbrites thus:-^ 

"I pressed upon and pinched her leg and thigh forcibly^ in or^ 
der to ascertain' if she^ad the usual sensation of a sound healthy 
limb. She said that she had no feeling, and this coincided ^ith the 

Sii^^^lly received opinion, that her lower extremities were paralytic^ 
y opinion was^ and still is^ that her limbs have not been; and are; 
not BOW, paralytic J sd^ that she felt my hand as much as a person in 
perfect health would do with similar pressure, thongh she insisted 
that she did not feel it. I think then it may be fairly inferred, that^ 
the general Impresskm of the paralytic and useless state of the lower 

f 
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extremities may be consiilercd as a part of the impOMtion which she 
ha3 so successfully practised upon the public; that she has seQ3at]cm 
and motion in them, and consequently the poWer of moving Ker legs 
which are voluntarily drawn up und^r her, with a view to render her 
case more striking, and to excite a greater degree of sympathy and 

interest in her visitors* 

... • -  / • 

• • • ' 

I saw no more of her till the morning of the lOth day, when 
I visited her in consequence of a communication from Mr. Bennett, the 
Secretary^ on tlie-fveeediBg* eveniBg, ''that debility was increasing 
fast/* and desiring to see me as aaon as possible. I found her very 
much reduced; her tongue was dry, brown, and parched; her pulse 
Bor irregular) ieeble, and tremuloas, as not to be counted ; her hands 
eold and livid> and her general appearance that of a peilson in a 
dying state. Under the impression that she could live but a few 
horn's, I recommended to the Committee that the Watch should in- 
stantly cease, which being assented to, Mr. Allen, by my desire^ put 
two or three tea-spoonful of warm water into her mouth 5 this was 
immediately followed by a violent fit of coughing, which ended in ' 
the discharge of some viscid mucus, and with it, as I believe, the whole 
orthe water J and during this time she made no effort to swallow,'\ 
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The Jtev.^ E.. Sanders, Curate of Church Broiighfon, 

Derbyshire, states :- — 

^r' . "That, during, his first watch^ she appeared displeased at' t?ro 
candles being lighted at the dusk hour ; and, w^en he insisted they 
should both be used, she said it was great extrayag^ce,.&C. . ^ 

> 

She said, in the course of conversation, "Dr. Henderson has said 
one thing against me, which is true, i. e. that I fiave been a great and 
notorious sinner." "VYell, I woulii ask the Doctor, if he is not a sinner? 
They who aye without sin, let them cast the first stone." Her voice 
was clear and strong, and she slept more than an horn* duHng this 

watch. 

^ ... ._ • 

Mr. S. says, that when he watched her the second time (on 
Monday piorning) "the anival of the weighing machine was an- 
nounced to her, at which she seemed very much agitated, and said 
illnatured things about the Committee." 



• It maybe here proper to observe that Aon Moore used to assert that her legs, 
which were drawn up under her as she sat, had no feenTi«5 whatever, and that 
she could iiot ilBe them. She also said, that she scarcely ever slept, and that 
whsitsl^p she haclww:ratfaeirad02iilg'r withottt entire for;^firtness or un- 
consciousness oi' pas&iag evenU. She likeivi&e said, that she always reclined 
(her lejs bein;? sit 11 in their contracted situation) on the right side^.a^d ir?</if 
not do so on the left. • ' - , 
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D/fr. Webster^ Surgeon^ of Burton-^pon-Trent^ speak-* 
ing of the Seoom WcUch^ (Wednesday^ Jprtl 21 J 

" During the four hours which I attended Ann Moore, the three 
first were emplt^ed in talking; which she did in very excellent spirits, 
and appeiared to have no doubt of going through the Watch ; and 
dxiring the last hour she slept a good deal, and |)art of that tinie ap- 
parently very sound, ^he said that she had taken a bad cold from 
Having her bed changed " 






Hev. G. PT. Hutchhisoh^ Vicar of Tuthuty^ speaking 
of his PFatch ,on .Saturd,a}f Mormng^ April, 24, 
i observest-^ 



*'\ was struck with the sudden transitions in herr temper: some- 
times she was perfectly cool, reasonable, and pleasant, and in a I'ery 
short space as much the rev^Tse. In one of hei* calm moments she 
suggested the propriety of • making affidavit befoi-e a magistrate at ' 
the conclusion of the whole Watch, and 'said she had made it a'ttMit- 
ter of much consideration, and cckiceived it* i;ix)uld be an ldditi6nal 
satisfectibn to the piibJic. 8he spoke so readonalSfy and seriously 
upon the subject, that l.felt ho scruple whatever in telUng^heri that 
I fiilly approved of her proposal, but left the further eonsidef ation * 
of it to a future conversation. 

'ITiird watch firom two'to six oh Monday rnoming", with Mr. 
Tabberer. At this timte she was very hoarse atid her ajuhtienance 
sunk> which I attributed to the cold'. She told me that she 'had 
been sleeping so sound for two hours tlvat she did hot feel so well in 
consequence of it. She was then very wakeM and cheerful, and 
continued ^o through that watch. She washed her hands* and 
TUOuth> and it evidently gave her some refreshment to keep her ' 
hands in the water. We narrowly watched her duriijg the opei*ftti6n. - 
She passed her wet fingers several times across her lips, -wliifch she ' 
kept closed, so that no water could have been admitted >b*6 ^hfer ' 
mouth. I was a little surprised at the satisfaction she expressed at 
having the ro<»a kept very warm with a large fire. r 

I also watch^ fpr three hours on Friday .^onwg witji Mr. 
Dtiwe, having relieved Mr* Richmoixd. at.sevep o*elock> Sheiyaa . 
more emaciated thau. ever ^ I recollect to have smn Jber, and, with 
difficulty raised herself up in the bed. She eainestly begged me.npt 
toteUherdau|;hterthat^hewas wui^e, "TeJl her," she said, ."thj^tioy . 
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nownBCBess cominiKS; tmt aiyiiociBn^iMriiiy ueiiigi npniac : pmyijont. 
Sheexpresjsed her wish to speak to rae aloncj which Itc^ her wasivft- 

f^ractiad)le> but proposed writing to my fother to take a watdi withoe 
be next. daj,if i^roved of by u^ Committee. With this shes^p^ared 
perfectly satisfied. She spoke as if she thought death wasiKA^di»- 
t^t^ yet with 8omeinooDsisteDcies> suph as mentioDi&g future walch« 
eisforsome length of time £)rwaid> Iwasnotattliat time^f^preheo- 
siveof imiQediate danger. Indeed, at times, sh^ spoke with a«^i4^'- 
^le strength, and even washed her hands without rappaieiit&t%«wu 
Cloths wet in vinegar and water were now given hei; as often as sha 
requested, and she complained of th^r not being wet enougl^ but I 
was not qonsdous that she swallowed the liquid. Wl^Dr.Gkurlike 
wd Mr. Allen proposed to her to make the attempt to swallowa tea- 
spoonful of wf(ter/ she did not qbjject in a perepiptory manner as I 
expected, bvit when the water was inserted into heir; nupi^j . it 
seemed to meet with resistance^ and she threw herself forward appa* 
rently in a convulsed state. The Doctors almost immediately^^Iefb 
the room. I went up towards her, when she still- appea:i?Qdl to be 
convulsed : her countenance was psder than before, and her nostrila 
€|wtracted. Mr. Dewe and I thought she was then dying, and eeot 
for Mr. John Allen. It was not long however before she isevived^: 
and the first thing she said was, ''they had almost killed her.** Some- 
tkne a^r^ "Dr, Fox came in, Mt her pulse, and, as h? was going <%ut 
of thp room, wtiispered to nie, she is dying. All this time she kept 
l^r sfffm stretched out of bed. I propo^ to her to Qoyer thm 
with th^clqathe^ She said ''she could not bear them. upon her, ai^d- 
tijat he^ arms smd hands were very hot" Upon feeling them I was 
fiuzixrised.^o fifid then^ exceedingly cold to the touch. Towands the 
cpnjclusioa of the watch she put them towards, me as I stood by the 
side of the bed, said she believed she was dying, and desired me to 
observe how livid and parched they were, I also p^rce^ved h^: ex- 
t^d one of her legs down the side of the bed, beyond what I con- 
ceived she was capable of doing. Previously to my leafing her she 
9gain es^pl^essed he^^l^h tp make affidavit, of her integrity, ai)d prcK 
posed to do it before night. Siie alsp begged tl^at Sir Oswald Mosley 
might be seant for, as she had promised to take the oath before him. 
Upon being tpld that he was from home, and that Mr. Lister, was to 
take the follpwing watch, she readily agreed not to defer the b\isipess 
any longer, apd proposed the hastening of it> saying that she had 
wdl considered the sutyect, . . 

Mr. |jiBter being arrived^ it w^ resolved that the oath shpttld 
be administered to her agreeably to her request. I was present im- 
mediately ^bdore ; and during this solemn transaction 'h€iani her 
dictate to Mr. Lister the form of an oath, which he wr6t& down, and 
which contained an appeal to Almighty God^ and upon her dying 
bed^ that «he had subsisted without food for six years^ and wltlioiic 
te^ or otiier . liquid for upwards of ^four. She mentioned porticula^ « 
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wW«b 1 49 not veooUdet. Im«itfiiate}y ufKni libis the 'oHi^ 
fenn> «b»w& up by the Cgmaiittee, ww bigught up vod pvescBtpd to 
Mr. listen who aoggested aome little alteratioD« She iviw appeared 
Impatieii^ to bave t^ whole business ooncluie^, and as soon as the 
menUifm of theCenmitleey who were^ hand, coidd be assetabtec^ 
I'was called upon kjMr. Lister- to vead the afidavit to her> as sa^ 
pociag tliat she me «io^ fiundMBrwtth my yoice. In readkig k she 
two or three times iatemipted me to confirm^ by some addfttioB oi 
her o«m, what we tl^ere inserted: and she went through the whdb 
solen^nity vithqat thesUghest hestation^ leaving upon the ibinds of 
the witaessesastiang impression in her &vour. It was now thought 
advisable that I shquld immediately brei^k the matter to her daugh^' 
ter Biary* I- aocordmgly went over to AU^v^'s, but before I had pro- 
pedy opened the business to her, one or two of the Committee 
brai^tt word that the mother would be very shortly dead, and t^at- 
there must be no delay. I therefore accompanied Mary into her 
mother'* loam^ She went to the foot of the bed^ looked attentiV'dty 
at her motiier, and liftii^ up her hands exclaimecd ''O she is dyiog^ 
she is dying." She then went towards her and I believe kissed her, 
but immediately afterwards hastily withdrew, ran down stairs anc| 
aoioss the road, crying out '^she is dying, she is dymg/' We endea^ 
voosed to pacify her, and she soon afterwards returned to her miGN 
theTt -smd remained with hen What followed afterwards 1 was not* 
witness to, but was. not a little surprised in the eourse of the itiEkr*^ > 
DQOir, to hear- that Ann ^locire was reviviag» and tiiat soma expecte* 
tioos woneentertained of her recovery. I sawher the next onraing; 
when, she was coasiderably better, and at that time she asked, who- 
tbtf she had not done every th|i^ to satisfy the public. Verysdoo; 
after this, the discovery was made whidi led to the detectioaof tfe* 
whole iflfqnsture.*' 

# « • 

f y n il ■! wyii nH *'  i ■■■>■■■■« .   »  ■»»» ■■!! . ■,,.., ^ . . 

• . .» • • • 

Rev. R. P. Buddicom^ Fellow of Quem's College^ 

Cambridge, ^writes this: — • 



. f icjsst st^mi^ oe^ntttt a^oo», 

APRIL 22, 1813. 

"HER appeawincehad vefy little remarkable: she seemed in in- 
different health, but h^d ' no marks of that extreme emaciation 
which might have been expected. On the contrary, her face, which 
is naturally long, was su^cicntly full ; and no more wrinkled thaq 
ijoij^t be f^'^^pect^'fhftn her agp (51|); Iterliair ^uljimi, with no dis- ' 
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cefQible mxtufe ' of gvey\ there was a sli^t lianiiftA eolour in 1m^ 
clieeki except when she was undcir the iofkienoe of ' violent pain. 
She was sitthig up in bed with her feet drawls under her thighs to 
the left of her body, wliieh she represented as her invariable posture 
for the last four years, except when she reclined on her right side to 
sleep. When I entered the room her pulse was 86, nothi^ thready 
or wiry, but full and disthict and regular. Sh^ told me her last 
nounstuaaent was a little water, I6th September, 1908, which con* 
vnlsed her a quarter of an hour, aind that she did not know whether 
she could swallow, having never attempted it since that' time. In 
answer to my question what had produced this indispodtioQ or in- 
ability to eat, she told, me it arose from poverty, that hsrving at one 
time only parochial allowance she was obliged to &st, when her chil- 
dren were provided ibr, and what ^vasr at first necessity, became 
habit. The esophagus was plainly open, for she had frequent fla- 
tukncy and was I'eliered by evacuations upwands. * She' said her 
daughter used to sleep with her; (the Committee had thought it ne- 
cessaiy^ remove her during the watching) she declared herself 
much 4n want of the support which the warmth of lier daughter^ 
bddy 3^S6rded her, and said this privation would do more to reduce 
her than any' other condition of the watching. ' Indeed she coq^- 
pjained much of the cruelty of removinjg; 'hear daughter from the 
house, though she ssdd she did not wish to see her. She took a con- 
siderate quantity of Scotch snuff; there was a very [dehtiftil dis- 
ctmge of mucus from the nose. Her skin was moist, cool, and soft, 
and its secretions were evidently carried on with full activity. She 
seemed unable to move more than the index and second finger of 
her left hand, but moves all on her right. She had also a confined 
motion in her left knee, but none in her right. She said her right 
leg was much wasted, probably from its position. She declared that 
she had not walked for seven years past. Her voice is clear, stroDg> 
and distin ct, und -from her own account without the least pain r in 
fact she talks with- great freedom, and even with rapidity; but com- 
plains of inability to open her mouth beyond certain limiXs,. or to 
protrude her tongue beyond her lips. Slie said shq washed herself 
irregularly, occasionally four times, sometimes only once a week; al- 
ways without feeling refreshed, and indifferently with hot and cold 
water. There was n9. urinous Jhiell about the bed, which indeed 
had been changed only the preceding day. One of the Committee told 
me, it was very perceptible in her former bed. I could discover no 
appearance of alvine discharge. She said her ftimily ate and cooked 
in Iter room; the smell of meatdSdnet^aaraoy her, but wine, tobacco* 
or spirits, were disagreeable to her. The window was closed when 
1 entei^d the room, and so continued for two hours, without qny 
wish on her part for the admission of air. Her moulh w^ moist 
without the production of very much saliva, andl 1 cUd npt observe 
any appearance of swallowing it, which would have beci) decisive b^ 
«)ymind of her iiisiacerity. At a ^uaiter past four P. M. she wa^ , 
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npved, and the arrangement of her bed altered at tl^s ti^fe. . Sht * 
complained of eji^cessiye pain afoupd her loins oocasjpned; a^ ahe dc^ v 
dared, from the- circumstance of her bed having been in^ufilGiently 
sored. It: was iiUed with new chafif^ £he refused featheirs. After.being 
mav^d her, pulse was 94. The application of warm flannels mitl- 
g^ated the pain. She had a strong hard cough^ such as mjght be «&- 
pocted in a healthy person. At half past four she fell into a slun^ 
ber^ and breathed full and distinct at regular intervals, but soon 
afterwards awoke in much pain. When under the. influence of pain, 
her mind is restless and impatient, and even the most trivial tilings 
produce irritat^oii,. . She is etvidently of a sanguine temperameht,- un«- 
subdued' feelings, and great liah^hty tp passion. Her intelleict seea» 
striMQg and .acuJbe. She laughs loud, and evepi with considerable 
force. , Her lungs were evidently in sound and healthy action, and 
from the freedom with which they did their office, there must be a 
great expenditure of substance, as carbon, from whatever source it 
fiu§Blit 4)6 supplied. Her eructations were frequent, and much' air 
TVas disengaged from . the stomach. She agreed to be watched so 
long ago as last November, which I collected from a letter sent her 
by the Rev. JLegh Richmond, which she put into my hand. I men- 
tion this as some proof of her readiness to meet inquiry whether I'eal 
or assumed. When I le£t the room, he^ pulse was 100, &1\ and 
strong, and nothing tremulous. My colleague was Mr. Gilbert 
Bridges, Surgeon, of Narborough, near Leicester." 

^cconti H^atcl^ of ^nn ^tmtt 

APRIL 23, 1813. 
-_ "Prfym 2 A, M, to 6 J, M. being- the Third Day, Pulse 9^- 

*' SHE had been in much pain since I saw her, fixnn some com- 
plaint about the loins, apparently spasmodic ; probably induced by 
cold, and the alteration of posture, afiTecting a frameof much nervous 
sensibility : it yielded in some degree to the supplication of warm flan^ ^ 
nels. She complained of uninterrupted acute pain on the left sid^ 
below the ribs internally, and said that when she turned suddenly^ 
a large hiriip flew to that side, which subsided only after strong 
Jpvessrwi^ of her hand. [Half past Two o' clock.] She could not re^ 
dine u]()dh'the right side as before, and as she had always done, bu^ 
stakaol tip aft?erevery attempt in much imtn. I moved her aboiit 3 o^ 
clock', ettabling her to lie more on her back, with her knees before her< 
fcialtersltion of posture, which she said she had not tried for four years, 
fehc Soon lay deKvtt on her left side, and fell into an uninterrupted sleepu 
Sh^' hsid bfeforc'dozed a little in a sitting posture, seemed in mach* 
jjiean, and niuch* exhausted ; talked less, and less cheerfully. . Im^ 
iKoVing her riftid opportunity of observinij that she was extremely 

J. . • r .. < ' _ • 
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iUn. Hit bwa^ end fialoleiit ^PtictalioiB <#ere not f<^a,%tietR- 
tinguislifid by a smell of peculiar and excedsiTe acidity, as was Kke- 
wise the ettuvia of per^iratioa extidtng from b^ body. M 53^ 
jBunatet past 8 die awoke in gfeat pain. Her ftwehead -wz BCodk 
in ber grcatest parozynns. Indeed, I could discover Httfe difler^ 
«Me in the state of her skin between great suffering and seasmis of 
comparative ease. From half past 3 to ft «be dozed or taflier sleftt: 
iwith little intermission. At three-quarters post 6 o* clodt fciet poSe 
W9B 100. We left her nearly free fiom pain, and in reeoveiiBd spr- 
tits. She had cut her hand the day befbre I first sa# bet. The 
'^mmd^ which atour request she ex^bited, veas od the lai^ muscle 
of tbe thumb, ^le said the blood flowed freely. I saw some re^ 
W M^i ning MBT it. Which was sufficiently flond, and the wound, which 
was about an indi in length andrathdr superficial, was hedin^ 
iLbidly.*' 
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Mr. Bridges, of Narborougk^ Leicestershire, ob^ 

serves : — 

<^I perfectly recollect her sleeping for nearly fifteen minutes. 
When she awoke, she denied having slept at ay. 

Daring the time I stood close to her, 1 thought I heaid the 
bowels as u filled with flatus. 

She said she had not saved five pounds in the vratid" 



Rev. J. Dewe, Rector of Breadsall, near Dfrby, 

writes : — 

''SHE spoke much of the supposed dampness and coaMq|uen4 
weigln of chaff, and of the loss of her daughter, who usually sl^ 
with her« and from tbe warmth of whose body she derived much 
comfort. From these circumstances, added to the green state of the 
wood of her bed frame, she obseived that she must necessarily lote 
inuck of her weight, which loss, would, in all probability, be aseribed 
to some cause tending to injure her character, and inauoesuspkaoa 
of imposture. These remaiks of the woman did not strike me fam,^ 
bly at the time, as I entertained not the slightest sui^ioion of ai^ 
attempt at deception on her part. Of the state of ber mind I iM 
not form any favourable conclusion, as she appeared to be restkai 
and dissatisfied, and occasionally cast reflections upon the geiitlemei^ 
ef the Committee, for changing her bedding. Wban I USt her eii 
to o'clock, expiessing my hope and intention of seeing her at 6 thei 



iigiffxmag^ 6he toid me ;{ should not -sett her ftlire at that hoot, 
IJeiMv^ving the w^oaiaii ta be smoere, and that her sufieiings arose "* 
ffQUk t>he causes she had ass^ned, I pHied her^ and kusiented that * 
any change of her bed had tajkeq pl3€e> as it a^eared to. have pxp^ ; 
duced effects of so painful a nature. 

. At. ^ on Fpdity morning, I foiHid her considerably better; 
Bad co|Qpar£|tive^ cheerful. ,She cojbl versed nmch on various sub- v 
jec^, .some of them of a oerious nat^ore. On the subject of religion' 
her langi]|age was that of a persoa na way ignomnt of sacred truths^ > 
yet jby.no means sufsh as .would have indueed a^iispicioEi of hypocrx^ 
cm: fanaticism. At 10 o'clock i left her, not only satisfied, but pleased 
ai^ all I had seen and heard, and entertained not the slightest suspi- 
cion on her .part. 

On the ^9th of April my third watch commenced. A change in 
her personal i^pearance was at this time perceptible. Some varia- 
tions in the mode of treatment had, I found, taken place, as she was 
pefinitted occasionally to apply to her throat the corner* of a hand- 
kerchief dipfted in water, and afterwards in a mixture of vinegar 
and water. Her fever appeared to be high. Her lips and the in- 
terior-of her moiith were parched, and from the latter, when rabbed. 
by the handkerchief, came a thick mucus. StUl imwilling to har- 
boiu^ suspicion, I considered all this as tlie effect of a cold conti^acted,, 
and frpm want of the usual lenitive applications, increased to a dan-. . 
gerous fever. 

At the s^me time, candour compels me to owa, th^t, in the oc- 
casional conversation I held with Ann Moore, 1 could not but remark 
great inconsistency in her language. At one time she would speak 
of her death as of an event nearly appix)aching,,and in ^ short time: 
after, of going in the month of August 6r September to settle at 
Lichfield, where she proposed to take handsome lodgings. On 
hearing her hold language so inconsistent and contradictory, I could 
not foi'bear asking her how she, a dying woman, could entertain the 
idea of changing her situation otherwise than for the grave } Thi» 
(question conftised, and (as feir as I now recollect) silenced her. She/ 
no doubt; flattered herself that, should she survive the ordeal, she 
should, by settling in Lichfield, be enabled not only to support her- 
self and daughter, but to realize a fortune. 
-■ — - - - ' • . ,. ^ 

At 6 o* dock A. M. on Friday the 30th, I resumed my watch, 
when the Rev. I^gh Eiehmond wa& my colleague. , This gentleman 
availed himself of the favorable opportunity they afforded him of 
entering upon a most seri6us aiid interesting conversation with the 
woman, whose observations upon and answers to the questions. ijun 
to her, not only evinced great strength of mind, but appeared to be 
the result of deep reflection, yet calculated to impose even, upon the 
mofit incredulous. .: 

S 
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About 7 o' clock Mr. R. was called awfly, and succeeded by the 
Rev. Mr. Hutchinson, who resumed the conversation that had been 
interrupted ; and at the woman's express request^ prayed for her in 
the most earnest and impressive manner. 

About 9 o* clock Dr. Garlike and Mr. Allen entered the room^ 
and after some oppositk>n on the part of the woman, the latter gen- 
tleman forced a tea-spoonful of warm water into her mouth. On 
receiving it she appeared to be greatly convulsed and agitated^ and 
as the medical gentlemen had quitted the room, being apprdiensive 
of her immediate dissolution, I proposed to Mr. H. to send for Mr. 
Allen, Jun. who came in a few minutes. After some time the con- 
vulsive motions ceased, and she appeared to be calmly sinking into 
the arms of death. Dr Fox, who entered the room before 10 o'clock, 
felt the woman's pulse; and after he had quitted the room, I was 
informed that he considered her death as an event very nigh at 
hand. 

Under these circumstances it was judged proper to break up the 
Watch, arid admit the daughter to take leave of her dying mother. 

Expecting her death every moment I stayed at Tutbiuy till 
riearly four P. M. and, to ray no little astonishment, found that the 
woman was better, and appeared likely to recover. With the sub- 
sequent transactions the public are fully made acquainted." 

■I H   I ill  .  .. I I  ' I 

Rei>. Mr. Besty of UttoxeteVy speaks of 

^ HER great irritability of temper during part of the watches 
in which he engaged. 

When the weighing machine vT^s spoken of, she took gjeat 
pains to impress us witli the idea, that it was impossible that she 
could lose weight; if therefore there should be any loss of weight, 
it must be occasioned by the sinking of the chaff, &c. &c. At other 
times she talked with the greatest possible confidence of continuing 
through the Watch without feeling any inconvenience from it, talked 
of settling at Lichfield, &c. &c." 



Mr. Cotterelly Surgeon^ of Hinckley , speaks of 

*'HER great fretfiilness and complaining of pain in her right 

side. 

At two o* clock on Friday morning, April 25, 1 began my se- 
cond watch, in which she soon shewed a disposition to sleep, and after 
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•beiii^%i5Biated in turning her legs, she inclined upon her left side^ 
and slept near two hours. 

I was struck with the capacious state of the stomach and seso- 
phagus, as she had frequent eructations, from which I concluded 
that digestion might be carried on there." 



Mr. F. Goodally Surgeon, of Uttoxeter, observes : — 

'' I frequently discovered about her an urinous smell, and ob« 
served a particular disposition to talkativeness and vivacity of spirits, 
iivhich seemed to me of an extraordinary nature for a person of ab« 
stinence. 

In my second watch, towards its conclusion, there was much 
impatience discovered 3 such as one might expect from the want of 
dome kind of nourishment; and her pulse then extremely quicks 
together with a profuse but warm perspiration. 



J. Lane, Esq. of King' s- Bromley, observes, 

'*THAT she was much irritated at the suspicion wliich he 
seemed to entertain lest any food might be conveyed to her in the 
pocket-handkerchiefs which were brought to her. None however 
livas found in these on the Friday." 

I may add, she seemed generally to watch me full as much as 
I did her." 



. • « * 

Mr. J. Kirhland, Surgeon, of Askby'de-la-ZQuch, 

says : — 

^' MY first watch of Ann Moore was on Friday, kfiaX 23, fronj 
10 at night until 2 the next morning, during which time hot fian^ 
nels were obliged to be constantly applied to her stomach to relieve 
her from violent spasms, which at that time I imagined might arise 
from the want of sustenance, it being the third day of the Watch ; but 
on questioning her respecting it, she assv^red me it arose only from 
her being shifted to a fresh bed, by which she had taken cold. My 
second watch began at 2 in the morning on the 24th, .in which four 
hours the flannels were not applied above two or three times, an4 
that at the beginning of the watch. She had some comfortable sleep. 
When I . told her of it, she answered in an angry tone, " Sleep Sir, 
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trkat bleep have I had? " Hndmg this inftated her miad I »tid n^ 
more, fearing it might be the cause of something unpleasant : but if 
woman ever had four hoars sound feleep out of eight, Ann Moore, 
had that that night, or more/' 



Mr. J. Rice, Surgeon, of Uttoxeter, writes ; — 

'^IT will not peihaps be unacceptable if I transmit a feir ob- 
servations which I made the morning following the cessation of 
the Watch. It was appinnted for me to renew my watching on Sa- 
turday May 1, at 6 o' dock A. M. [the Watch discontinued the 
day before, viz. Friday,] and in consequence of going part of tiie 
way overnight, 1 reach^ Tutbury before I knew that it was at am 
end. Being informed of the foct, and miderstanding that the great- 
est part of the Conmiittee were gone from Tutbury, 1 was anxious 
to ascertain the result, and to acquire what information I could re* 
speicdng her : acoocdingly I waited for an opportunity to see her, hat 
iaoT being at that time (6 o* clock) made £ast; but in the couffse of 
an hour I saw Mr. C. Bott, whom I accompanied to her dwelling; 
and not having seen her for a week before, upon entering into 1^^ 
room I was struck with astonishment at beholding her much-reduced 
btate since I watched her. The pulse was tnen about 130 in a 
minute and feeble. She told me positively that she could not swal- 
low : her own subsequent ''declaration'* has shpwn that assertion 
to be incorrect. 

From what has transpired since the vrithdrawing of the Watch, 
it appears evident that inanition was the cause of the ficequency of 
the pulse, its feebleness, and the wasted conditicm of the body." 



Mr. Hawthorn, Surgeon, of Uttoxeter, writes : — 

" ALL I recollect concerning her is, that when I saw her about 
twelve months ago, her pulse at that time were about 90, firm and 
good; and when I commenced the watch on the fourth day from 
her fasting they were 106 and much weaker: in two hours after- 
wards they were 108, which clearly shewed that debility with irritsh 
bility was fiist approaching.*' 

Mr. G. Hutchinson, Surgeon, of Tichnal, says ;— 

"IN reply to your letter I have merely to observe, that disbe-. 
ILcving Ann Moore's case in toto my attention was chiefly directed to 
detect the method by which she had so long and so successfcdly 
imposed on the public and the profession to which I belong. I there- 
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fore made no remarks of a ^medkal or any ofiier nature" 'which 
have not been noticed in the attestations si^ed by me during my 
two first watches ; neither did any thing occur in the course of my 
other two watches worthy of observation, except that I found Ann 
Moore evidently reduced and labouring under a considerable degree 
of erethism which 1 was then at a loss how to accoimt for, supposing 
virith equal probability that it might be a conrequence of synochus 
fever brought on from exposure to a stream of cold damp air, whidi 
she persisted in having admitted into her room, as of long protracted 
abstinence." 



JMr. J. Adams, Surgeon, of Burtan-upon-Trmt^ 

writes: — 

''MY watch commenced on Ann Moove-^t 6 o'clock inthA 
morning of the fifth day of watching. J. found her sitting almost 
upri^t in bed, reclining now and then on a pillow for ease and rest; 
her inind seemed to be uneasy and pex'plexed ; her body fisitiguedt 
and emacialied: the extremities appeared cold, tor(Hd, and inactive; 
pulse about 90, very feeble and weak ; pain in her side, sore throaty 
cough, &c. [ then imagined she would soon die: However, inthaik 
expectation I was disappointe^i, as she gave up in time." 



3Ir. J. Allen, Senr. Surgeon, of Tutbury, writes : 



**! attended the Watch of Ann Moore with Su* Oswald Mosley, 
from lO o'clock to S on Sunday the!25th of April. , She appeared 
to be in good spirits, and conversed cheerfully the whole time with 
OS ; akhougfa her countenance certainly indicated languor and de- 
jectioQ. 

She, was evidently laboring under catarrhal affection. She had 
cough, hoarseness, and occasional expectoration of mucus. ' The 
skin was cold and dry; the lips and mouth were also dry, and parch- 
ed; her pulse were quick (upwards of 1^0 in a minute) and 
feeble. That she had wasted considerably of her flesh from the com- 
mencement of the Watch was to me very perceptible. 

On Thursday, April i28, 1 had no doubt but Ann Moore wat 
^nifiering from forced abstiaence, and made that opinion of mine 
known to a friend^* 
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Rev. H, fVilliams, of Derby ^ writes : — 

"TWO observations must be obvious to most of the Watch;*— 
that she both slept soundly and brought up much mucus : which 
circumstances were contradictory to her general affirmations, that 
she neither ''spit nor slept." By approaching her very closely, I 
perceived each time a very offensive smell, but at the moment I im- 
puted it to a sick bed, which prevented any suspicion of evacuations, 
or else I should have reported it to the Committee." 



Mr. J. Webster y Surgeon, of Derby , says: — 

'* SHE slept several times alternately on each side. I feel con- 
fident her lower extremities are not paralytic, having observed she 
straightened her legs considerably in turning herself over. At ano- 
ther time she lost her spectacles, and in looking for them, exerted 
herself very much, and in such a manner, had she lost the use of 
her legs, she could not have done. She had several violent eructations, 
which made me make a remark to my colleague, that her stomach 
was not contracted but capacious, and a free passage down the 
esophagus into it." 



Rev. E. Cooper, Rector of HamstaURidware^ 

observes : — 

''DURING the time of my watch, Ann Moore complained 
much of her cold, and of the hoarseness occasioned by it; and con- 
sequently she spoke but little during the four hours^ but expressed 
herself with great confidence as to the final result of the Watch." 



Dr. Fox, of Derby, writes ; — 

" I did not see Ann Moore until Monday* Evening the 26th of 
April, (being the day on which the weighing machine arrived) and 
not having any dependance on the watching of her alone, I did not 
wish to w;atch her, without its being accompanied with the weighing 
of her at the same time, as I was very apprehensive she might by 
souie stratagem elude the observations of the watchers, but if she 
lost weight at the ^me time, it would then be conclusive. From 
many observations and facts with which I was acqu^dnted, I had for 
some time no 4oubt in my own mind that she was an impostor. I 
watched on the above evening with the Rev. Mr. Wiiliaajs of Derby. 
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atbout three quarters of aa hour during the time one of the wateh^ 

ers went out to get some refreshment. On enter mg the room I was 

much struck at the alteration which . had taken place in her coim- 

teuance since I last had seen her> being nearly three weeks : the 

pulse was 120> her face and body considerably thinner, and her arms 

much emaciated ; her tongue was become very dry and hard, and 

she seemed to be in a sufifering state, attended with great discharge 

of mucOs from the nose and windpipe, hoaiiseness, &c. such as 

usually attend a common catarrh. I had not any doubt in my own 

mind, that all the above symptoms were produced by abstinence, as 

I think it would not be ditficult to prove, that the same symptoms 

might be produced eitjnier by cold or abstinence ; but herself and se- . 

ireral other persons w^e very anxious to impress a belief^ that they 

were all occasioned by cold, in consequence of being removed from 

lier own bed to a new one provided for this purpose, and to the e- 

T£4>oration from the board of Merlin's weighing machine, but ia 

my opinion without the slightest foundation for such a suppositicm. 

She desired me to rub her neck and throat with a mixture of spi- . 

rits of hartshorn and lavender, the principal intention of which was 

to prevent the smeU of urine in the bed, and likewise to refresh her^ 

as she was then in a languid state. 

The next morning (April 27) at 10 o* clock, I watched 
her again until two' in the afternoon, in company with the 
Rev. Mr. Cooper. She appeared much the same as the night be- 
fore, except the hoarseness, which was rather better. Her pulse was 
quick (130) and very feeble, especially when she sat up. I gave 
Eer a handkerchief dipped on one comer in water to moisten her 
mouth, several times ; from which she said she experienced great . 
comfort. She expressed great confidence in being able to go 
through the Watch to the end of the month. I told some persons 
in Tut bury, as soon as I left oflFthe watch, that in my opinion she 
must give up being watched before the end of the week^ otherwise 
that she would die. . ^ 

I did not see her again until Friday morning (April 30th) at 
9 o* clock, when I found her to all appearance in a dying state. 
There was no pulsation of the artery in the left wrist, and it was 
nearly imperceptible in the right one. Her hands and arms were - 
quite cold, and indeed she was in a most dangerous state. She spoke 
to me in a very low voice and said she was very ill, and asked me- 
what I thought of her. I gave my opinion to several persons in the 
room, and in her hearing, that unless she had some nutritious food, 
as little stimulating as possible immediately, she would certainly die 
very soon ; indeed, I was perfectly satisfied that the whole of her in- 
disposition proceeded from abstinence. In a short timejafterwards 
she told Mr. Lister, (who was then on the Watch) that she wished to 
give it Up and to have her daughter sent for. Shortly afterwards 
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rije was left alone with hei daughter, and in consequence she grsKhi- 
ally recorered^ n6 doubt from having' supplies of nourishment af- 
forded her. During the night, she requested to have a handkerchief 
mmstened with vinegar and water, which wsa allowed her by Air. 
Wright, Sui^g;eon, from an apprehension that she would die if it was 
refused her. It was thought that she swallowed several oimoes of 
vinegar and water in this way, by sucking it from moistened lumd- 
kerchiefe, and in all probability, her life was preserved by it» as the 
vinegsu* would restore, in some degree, the lost excttabSity of tiie 
stomach, and that a small quantity oi the stimulus of alcohol, either 
in the form of wine or any other shape, would have destroyed her, by 
exhausting the very small degree oir encitability which the-sCbmach 
possessed at that time. It was particularly satis&ctory to me on 
many accounts that this wretched woman did not die, and on one in* 
partkular, that her death would have been attributed to disease, and 
that it was not oCcasicHied by abstinence. Her rapid recoivery after 
nourishment was given to her, was, of itself conclusive, as to the 
cause of her illness. I rejoice much with the public at large, at the 
detection of this daring impostor, and with many thanks to the Rev. 
Mr. Richmond, for his being the means of establishing a plan, which 
has completely brought to light this base and most disgraceful de*. 
ception.*' 



Rev. John Jones, of IValtonj says : — 

*' I entered her room for the first time a few minutes before 
two o* clock P. M. April 9!T, with Mr. Hutchinson, Surgeon, of 
 I asked her how she did ? She told me she was in con- 

stant pain. I enquired if she felt resigned to the will of God ? To 
which she replied, "I am very happy ; I would not change my state 
with you." 

She informed me that her long fasting had not in the least 
impaired her mental powers ; but that, on the contiury, h«^r memory 
in particular had been much better since she had left off eating, 
than it had ever been before. She told me that the present Watch had 
been instituted at her particular request ; but seemed not to like the 
idea of being watched for 4 weeks ; she thought a much shorter pe- 
riod might have been sufficient. She assured me she had not taken 
any kind of food since March I8O7, nor had she drank any liquor 
whatever since September 1808 -, she added that she had entirely 
lost all power of swallowing. During this watch, she either sat up- 
right in bed or else reclined on a pillow on the right side. She 
thrust two fingers into her mouth repeatedly for some minutes. She 
lamented being deprived of her daughter's society for so long a time } 
and said she believed she deriv^ much nourishment from her 
daughter*s sleeping with her. Her spirits appeared toleratfly ^oo6.\ 
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V 
there was a de^ee of pertness about her. She expressed that she 
was. sorry, . that being so unwell, she could not entertain her com- 
pany better. 

T > . . ... 

I sat up with JAr, ]-,eedafti, surgeon, of Burton-iipon-Trcnt, 
£roKn 10 o* clock the same evening till 6 o* clock the next morning. 
She complained of fatigue ; and wished to be excused from speaking 
x]gt!l<^h, . She was. more restless than she had been in the afternoon.^ 
Shd observed that she slept very little, and had no sound sleep at 
any time. She acknowledged that she was as irritable as any person 
inTutbxwy; and said her temper gave her minister great uneasi* 
ness. She told me she made work-bags and the like for the ladies ^ 
and that they would give her a guinea a piece or more for them ; but 
observed, t^t she never made any charge for her work, but was 
thankful £br what might be given her, which was generally som.e« 
thing liberal. She said she could not go to sleep without saying her 
prayers. 

A little before I quitted her room her breath was so very^f- 
feasive, that it obliged me to keep at the greatest possible dista%e 
Ixom her bed.'* 



Mr. T. J. P. Burrnan, Surgcofi, of Henley^in-Ardeny 

sajfs; — 

'' DURING the early part of my watch we conversed much 
upon her situation. Not seeing her before, she related the exact tim^ 
of her long pretended fast, mentioning several anecdotes of various 
visitors with much spirit. Two volumes of Blair's Sermons lay upon 
the table. It was remarked they were works of merit : she replied, 
''I do not admire thenras they do not tell me of my faults." From 
the variety of religious tracts, and from the tenour ofherconversatiok 
I must confess, 1 supposed her to be quite a religious character. 

' She slept some time and easy; pulse 130, feeble ^ tongue , fouL 
and rough ; a quantity of thick mucus surroimded the teeth ^d 
feuces." 



Dr. Trevor Jones of Lichfield^ writes ;-^ 

'^Soon after I entered the room Ann Moore's pulse was 136;^ 
some time afterwards 13^. 



/ 
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** I asked her, if she had ever felt any desne Isr fofMl ar driflik. 
Of the poiver of taking either, during the tune she sakl she had 
fasted^ and she declared she never had. 

" She complained of pain under- the atemuniy tmd sowe tune, 
perhajps an hour after^ expectorated twice^ which she said gave bier 



ease." 



Mr. T. Eatouy Surgeon, ofDer^, says;-^ 

^' MY first watch was chi the 26th c^ Afnil, fsom six to ten in 
the evening. During the greater part of this watch, her counte- 
nance appeai'edcheerfoiL} she talked almost incessantly; cougbed 
several times; and expectorated twice freely. She changed her 
position with the greatest facility, and without assistance. She had 
a handkerchief moistened with clear water and wrung out agsoa 
twice during the watch. 

^'I went on watch ag£an at six in the morning of tfaQ2diih«f 
April. On entering the room I found her much altered : her conn* 
tenance was much collapseid and shewed great anxiety : her voice 
was very faint., and talking ^ctremely iriisome to hcsr. She could 
not change her position without assistance : her pulse were feeble 
and tremulous, varying ^m 1:20 to 13^. In assisting, her to 
change her position, whkh I did several times during the watch, a 
strong smell of urine arose from the bed On weighing her, found 
she had lost ten ounces and a half from 6 the former evening. A 
short time before I left her (at ten o* clock) she complained of gid- 
diness ; said she was afraid she should lose her senses; that she was 
certain she should die j and that it was a terrible triaL" 



JRcv. H. Des VceuXy of Burton-uponr-Trenty sfMes :— 

« 

" DURING the time of my watch upon Ann Moore, sheexpressed 
a wish that I should read to her a chapter in the bible, and upon my 
expounding to her some particular passages and conversing with her 
respecting their meaning, she evinced a knowledge of the scriptures 
which surprized me, but which only serves to cast a darker shade 
on that deceit and hypociisy which has since been so fully de- 
veloped. You know of course that before the time of -my watch she 
began to' use cloths dipped in water for the purpose as she said of 
cooling her tongue ; when they were given to her in my presence 
with the water squeezed out as much as conveniently could be, she 
pretended not to be jsatisfied^ but used her own streo^gtb scgming^ 
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t6 extract ieoy dfO|K» that mij^bt still remain^ sftying at the same 
tiiiie> that if a partide of the wsier were to find its way down, it 
would probably sufibcate her, or throw tier into coBTukioas, and ap- 
pealed to Mr. Allen, to bear testimony to nearly a sim^r effect 
having been produced by the last drop which she swallowed some 
years before, i mention this more particularly as I imderetand she 
Itts since affirmed that she never denkd takhig liquid nourishment." 

Dr. Simpson^ of Etwall, writes^ concerning his Watch 

on Thursday^ Aprii 28. 

''WITH respect to Ann Moore*s boc^y state, I perfectly recol- 
lect the circumstance of beii^ very much struck with the alteration 
of her personal appearance, in consequence of the extreme and 
general euiaciation which had taken place from the period of the 
commencement of her being Watched. Her pulse too were about 
130 and very feeble. I also remember that she made but little com- 
plaint and expressed herself as '' feeling rather better " than she 
nad done in the course of the precedii^ night. 

From the four hours I was with her I formed a higher opinion of 
the powers of her mind than I liad before been led to entertain from 
the short calls I had soff^etimes made her with various friends, upon 
which occasions the conversation of course turned merely upon her 
owp situation. This opinion was formed in consequence of a request 
she made to my fellow watcher, Mr. Des '^oeux to read her a chap- 
ter from the bible, to* which he immediately assented, and begged her 
to make her selection for this purpose. She fixed upon the eighth 
chapter of the Romans, amongst some others, and at the conclusion 
of it, Mr. Des Vdeux askedJier sentiments respecting one of the verses 
on the subject of predestination> which led to an interesting and 
amusing conversation. 

Although my ideas of her intellectual powers were heightened, 
I cannot say so much for the dispositions of her heart. These un- 
favorable impressions originated from some artful hints and awk^ 
ward convei:sations respecting pecuniary t(^ics.'* 



Rev. S. Shipley^ f^icar of Ashbourne, writes ;— • 

*■   

*' ON the evening of the 29i h of April, I went on the Watch 
over Ann Moore, at 6 o* clock, in company with Mr. Shaw, of 
Wirksworth. She appeared to me, at the time I entered the room, 
very feeble, and requested me to assist her in laying her head o* 
yie pillow. This was doubtless affectation, as she afterwards raised 



herself Qp; and lay down without appearing to want assistfeaice. At 
some times she would, as it were, throw her head on the pillow as 
if to excite compassion. During the time of my watch with Afr. 
Shaw, she was extremely anxious for a little vinegar and water, 
which was given her on the comer of a handkerchief, wmn^ 
nearly dry, with which she rubbed her mouth ior a considerable 
time, as long I conceive as moisture and coolness remained in the 
handkerchief. She observed that she was allowed that indulgence 
once in every two hours, but generally pleaded the privilege before 
the time arrived. 1 cannot but think that the moistened handker- 
chief was of particular service to her, as en its second - applicaticm 
she seemed so much refreshed that she shortly had, in conse- 
quence of it, nearly an hour's composed sleep. She expressed her- 
self when just awakened very much refreshed; but still her pulse 
did not give way, being as it had been for -^some time about 130. 
She appeared for the general part of the time uneasy, frequentljr 
changing her> posture; expressed her ^prehensions that she should 
not svirvive her present indisposition ; and observed, that unless she " 
was better the following day, she would send for her mother and 
brother, and which at the instant I construed into an intention of 
giving up the Watch ; but at the same time intimated, that her pre- 
sent indisposition arose from the effect of a violent c^ld. 

A. little after ten of the same evening, Mr. Wright, of Derby, 
came on the Watch : and soon signified toAie, that his intention 
was not so much for the purpose of watching to see that she did 
not take any thing, as to prove that she certainly did ; and subse- 
quent facts shewed that his conjectures as to her taking nourish- 
ment were too well founded ; but I conceived that the object, of 
the Committee was confined to the circumstance of preventing any 
thing in the way of nourishment or support being conveyed to her* • 
I objected to his proposal ; and the following communication took 
place betwixt us in writing : — ^ 

Mr, W, Would you. venture to give he"! the handkerchief as - 
wet as possible ? It does appear to me that she can swaQow^ and if 
she should attempt it, it may certainly be observed. 

• 

Mr. S. I certainly should not appcove of her having any 
quantity tiiat she could swallow, unless she directly asked for it. 

Mr, W. She is certainly yery ill, and by no means free 
ttom danger. However desirable it may be to ascertain the feet (if 
fiuch it be) of her living entirely \nthout food, we should not lose 
sight of the unpleasantness we produce to our feelings, if any thing 
$jhould happen which may l?e attributed to her undergoing th^ 
W^atch. • 4; 
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Mr, &, 'The simple fiaict in questioa^ is in my opiiuoa tbe &A 
tbin^ to be ascertadned. 

Mr, JV, But though this woman may have existed for a 
length of time upon a>ery small portion of £6od^ does it not appear, 
probable that she is sinking from the entire want of susteaanee. 
Other circumstances may have contributed to bring her into this 
state, but is not that the principal cause of her indispoeit^ion ? 
• 

. Mr, S. I conceive that her preseoot indisposition^ jcnay reason* 
ably be accounted for ; partly in consequence of changing her bed ; 
partly fmrn ^e room being white washed; and partly from the 
damimess of the weighing machine. ' / . 

. Mr, W. Shan we leave as much moisture upon the cloth asl _ 
possible^ and then observe closely? 

Mr, S, She must cert£unly know how the case really is; and 
if she has been ia the habit of tiddng sustenance^ she would of course 
eonclude, that her present indisposition arises £pom her abstinence } 
and she must know likewise^ that if that be persisted in^ death 
must inevitably be the consequence. And what to her in such 
case can be so dreadful as death and its consequences ! 

1 do not recollect any thing further during my watch with Mr. 
Wright, than that Ann Moore certainly signified that it would be 
pleasant to have more liquor given her in the handkerchief^ as it 
would moisten every part of h6r mouth: and that she threw her* 
self on her letl side, which she ususdly asserted she never did : but 
she had no more moisture given to her than usual." 



3Ir. J. Wright, Surgeon, of De!^, tvrites ; — 

# •  

♦'Wednesday, April 21, 1813, I attended from iO o' clock at 
joight till 2 the next morning, in company with the Rev. Legh 
Richmond. When we entered the room she was sitting upright in 
bed, and seemed- cheerful and in good health. She said she had 
never taken any solid foodsince the 17th of March 1S07, (on which 
day she eat a small quantity of roasted potatoe from the end of a 
tea-spoon) excepting a few black currants, not exceeding ten or 
twelve in nusober, which she swallowed one day in the month of 
July following . that she continued to take small quantities of 
water, or tea without sugar, till the 16th of September 1808, on 
which and the two preceding days, she took one ounce of water at 
five different times ; but in attempting to take the last portion of it, 
^e s.u3ered so much pain a^d difficulty, that she had never smcQ 
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tiiat iime nrnHlamnd the smi^kst quastit^ of food either setid or 
liquid whatsoever. She ako said that her jaws i$ertfkted, and th^ 
she was not able to open her mouth : that she had not had any evacu- 
fltioR hy stool suice August 180B: that she snade water about 
eigbt weeks befefc Easier 1809, bvt was not soonble that she Kaad 
crer passed any sftBce. She also said that by leaniag forwanb ate 
oocasionally reposed a Uttle, but believed she netwr so completely lost 
herself as to become wholly UBOonsdous ei what was passfaig around 
lier. However, I have no doubt she slept nearly two hours during 
war stay, and very soundly; asd although she wi^ed us to sup- 
pose she had not, by saymg she had heard the man below m&re, and 
that she had also heard our oo&viN»it]o& during the whole of 
the time, I do not believe her. ^ 

Her pulse were 78 in a numite) her tongue moist and the heat 
of her skin natural. 

Thursday, April 29, I attended from 10 o* ckk:k s^ mght till 
Bix on Friday morning; the first fbiir hours with the Rev. S. Ship^ 
ley. Rector of Ashbourne; the last four with Mr. John Alten, sur- 
geon, of Tutbury. 

. On entering the room I found her lying upon her right sidei 
nearly across the bed, with her knees bent^ her head and shoulders 
sinking forward, and apparently asleep, with her eyelids nearly half 
open. When she awoke I examined her mouth and found it ex- 
tremely dry and parched, and her tongue loaded with a brown fvur. 
Her pulse 120, and so feeble as scarcely to be felt. 

Tlie gentlemen who had taken the preceding watch informed 
us that they had several times, by the direction of the Committee; 
given her the com^rof a white linen handkerchief dipt in vinegar 
and water, and wr»i?^ as dry as possible, for the purpose of cleaning 
agid cooling her motith; ai^ as her indisposition was supposed to 
.arise from catarrhal affection (brought on by the dampness c^ the 
bed,) great care had been taken to prevent the possibility of hev 
swallowing the smallest portioQ.of it. 

Observing the dreadfill emaciations which had taken place fitsn 
the time of my seeing her before (Wednesday, 21st inst.) and not 
being able to impute it to any other cause than the want of suste- 
nance, I proposed to Mr. Shipley that we should give her as much 
of the liquid as we could convey by the means^ which had been pre- 
scribed to us. To this he objected, but impressed with the idea that 
her dissolution was rapidly approadiing, and that unless something 
was given to her she could not e^ist many hours, and not being 
ikble ia her presence to express my saaitimcaftts so fully as X could 
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Ikttvfe wished, I Aebatamed, m oAea afl I ooold iMofaserrad %y Idm, 
to give her as mueh laoistuve as she BjpipGwed to requise. 

At ekycn o* doek, the oorauerof the hMufifiOfchi^^fit in urine* 
gar-Bad water -and slightly wrmtg out was .^ven to her twioe, with 
vrhich she rubbed the fioof of her xnoiith and tongue for soHoe tiuew 
This was vepeated three tunes^ half fBuA ekvea, and twice ait half 
past twelve^ as wet as I could make it. At half past one she moved 
round v^/m her elbows and lay oxi her left aide> her knees adJU re- 
laaiiied btrnt, with her &et towards the feet of the bed> and rather 
iad^ning to the r^ht side xsi it. She a^d me .to move the pilk>w 
for her, which I did, and feeling at her hands and fguce, found theia 
very cold. She said she felt as if she should sleep, and hegg^d that 
if she ^ iMd would wake her within the hour, for !^ she slept longer 
it weuldmake hei; ill. 

At half past two I gave her the cpmer -of the handkerchief 
twice, (made very moist,) which she used as befose, and when she 
had done she exclaimed '^ there, thank the l4>rd for another cooling.^' 

She appeared at times much troubled with flatulency at the sto- 
mach, and had frequent eructations. The moistened handkerchief 
was again repeated twice at twenty minutes past three, when she 
said that the taste of the vinegar was very grateful to her but the 
very thoughts of attempting to swallow made her tremble. At four 
o* clock she asked for the moistened handkerchief again, and having 
given it to her twice, she desired I would moisten her one little coro- 
ner more, it was so very pleasant to her, and had so much removed 
the giddiness in her head. She said " we had been good creatures 
to h^, «ffid if it had not been for us she did not know what she • 
j^ould have done ; and havuig understood it was not my intatition to 
be there again, begged very earnestly that I would. 

Fr<Mn the large quantity of fluid which had been given to her 
during the night I felt no doubt but that, a considerable portion of it * 
must ^have passed into the stomach, and after having suffered total 
abstinence from the commencemeut of the Watch, which was th^ 
a period of more thsm nine days, would account for the flatulency 
and ^ractatiens i had observed in the earlier part of the night. 

Although I watched her very attentively every time I had given 
her the wet handkerchief, I was not satisfied that I had ever seen 
a direct attempt to swallow ; but I had generally stood before her, 
and as she had then raised her head somewhat h:om the pillow, at 
the same time inclining it forwards to the right side of the bed, I 
placed my back against the corner of the fire-place, and leaning 
over her, fixed my eyes on the upper and forepart of the throat, so 
that if any action la the muscles of deglutition took place I must 



cdbserve it. This I'didoh giving her tbe handkerchief the lastti me: — 
she sucked it ; and having withdrawn it, smacked her lifKi and tongue, 
and made a disiinct efibrt to swallow, which seemed to be done with- 
out any' difficulty whatever. To this I endeavoured to call the at- 
tention of Mr. John Allen, who was sitting very near to the fire and 
immediately before it, by touching his foot with my own, when she 
smacked }ier lips a second time, and very distinctly swallowed. 

Fully satisfied with tvhat had happened, and without leading her 
: to suspect what t had seen, 1 strongly urged the necessity of her 
attempting to take something, and that I was of opinion if she did 
not it was imjiossible she could live many hours. I advised her to 
take some cotfee ; she replied that the very name of swallowing 
made her ill, but if I thought it would do her good, and would at- 
tend again with John Allen she would attempt it. She repeated 
** that we were the kindest friends she had ever had," and said /'she 
was afraid she should not meet with such treatment again, and that 
if it had not been for us, she believed she could not have Uved." 

Half past four o* clock. — ^During the last hour or hour and half 
she had talked much more cheerfully, ai>d seemqd to be gaining 
strength. She had slept very little 3 and had moved over several 
times in bed. 

At a quarter before five she asked to have the hai^dkerchief 
dipt in water only, which I gave to her with the middle" portioa 
xtkade as wet as possible, three times. I'he third time she said ^'if the 
had a lump of ice she could suck it, and the handkerchief was so cool 
and pleasant, she felt as if she could swallow it altogether T and when 
she had done, to use her own words '' I wish you would have the 
goodness to dry the handkerchief, for if they see them they will sus-^ 
pect something, they are so very wet." **This is come for my end, 
Ifeel I cannot hold out long; they (meaning the Committee) have 
brought it all upon me by not observing *more care in shifting me, 
and in letting me take such a cold -, but 1 wish them no harm and 
truly forgive them." Though in her eagerness to take the liquid 
she often forgot herself, and occasionally let fall an ungiiarded ex- • 
pfession, she endeavoured as much as possible to carry on the de- 
ception ; and did all she could to prevent its being supposed that her 
sufferings arose from want of sustenance, and to have it believed 
they were entirely in consequence of cold and fever brought on by 
being put into the damp bed. She begsui to talk of giving up the 
Watch, and said that if it was agreed she should give it up she w^uld 
pledge herself on oath at the end of the two years, if she lived, to 
be watched again. She told Mr. John Allen she felt as if she should 
die, and h(^ed he would take care and restore her if he could^ and 
apt let her be " worried" by people coming to h^r. 
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At half past five, the .middle part of the handkerchief dipt Ijrl 
Tinegarandwater/aiid not wrung out^ was given to her twice; and 
about six it was repeated several times. Her pulse at this time were 
1^4^ but on using the.least exertion bec^oie mueh nsore Sequent. 

On mea^urifliga saucer, as near as I could guess of the same size as 
the one out of widph I hijd given her .the liquid^ I think there was 
not less than twelve ounces used 5 and allowing lor waste of eveh^. 
half that quantity, I have no doubt but that six ounces at least ps^d 
into the stomach." . . 



The Rev. F. Ansoriy Rector of Sudbury, after de^ 
^ scribing some Circumstances which occurred during 

the periods of his Watches, says : — 

, . • • • ' 

" I did not see her agein till summoned by a letter from the 
Secretary on Friday April 30th, requiring the Committee to assemble 
without delay. \ found several people in the .room, the Watch being 
then over, merely asked her how she did, to which she feebly answered, 
^*very bad indeed," and I left- her, supposing from wliat I bad heard 
and seen, that she was a dying woman, and required to be left un- 
interrupted by the presence of strangers. I saw her twice after- 
wards ; and m the last interview, slie told me she thought she could 
not live two days, and mentioned the oath she had taken before 
Mr. Lister, and was sorry I was not by when it was administered, 
but desired I might see the affidavit she had so solemnly made. 
I told her I had already done so, and that I could not doubt but 
irom the impressive and awful manner, and circumstances .under 
which it was both given and taken, that the statement of her extr£^ 
ordinaiy case, which she had always so soleinnly asserted to be sci, 
was true. She earnestly requested me to call and see her agaia 
soon, and the- next day if jiossible. I must here mention a trilling , 
circumstance, though I confess it was one that caused me some suiv 
prize. She had in a former watch requested me to procure her some 
old linen, to use as a handkerchief, from Lord Vernon's Houscr 
keeper: I promised her I would do so; and it occurred to her mind 
to ask me if I had b^'ought it, at a time when £t was supposed that 
this world's goorls would profit her nothing,'* 

Mr. Anson after detailing the discovciy of the imposture which 
was made in' his preseiice on Saturday May 2, adds: — 

''Ann Moore during this seemed to be in a sta^e of, obstinate 
despair, and so I left her, and have not since seen her. She maintaiq- 
cd,. upon, my remonstrating on. the wickednevss of her taking- suck a. 
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Uae oatli, that she bad not made a fisdae affidavit, da she had stated 
ahe had never etfteo £K)d. 1 explained the fallacy of the quibbles 
of vronte she made use of> as she had sworn that she had not Iiht the 
last four yean taken any iusterumee wJiatever, either solid or liquid." 



Mr. Gregory Hickman, Surgeon, who came on May 
2d with intention to watch, says, in a OnnmumcatiQn 
made Ip the Secretary on that day : — r 



<c 



MY Gtst opinion upon the case of Ann Moore, aft^r seriously 
considering what I have observed at several times before, and 
what has so recently taken place, is, that the constit\ition of h^r 
frame is of so singular a nature, as to enable her to live upon very 
small quantities of aliment, and that, at considerable long intervals 
of time : but that as ^ as relates to her pretended total abstinence, 
I conclude her as being a complete impostor." 



3Ir. Charles Bott, who took Minutes of various par- 
ticulars connected with the discovery of the Impon- 
tion, speaking of Tuesday, May 4, writer ;-~ 

'' ON Tuesday, the^Committee met. But b^bse they assembled, 
1 called upon her with Mr. Granger, Surgeon. He very minutely 
examined her persoi^ and measured the ei^aet thickness fiom the 
umhUicus.to thebackof the spine with an iostniment; it was 4^^ 
inches. . 

*' After the Committee had received the woman's confession, 
1 went to her room, and found Mr. Granger, Mr. Wright, and some 
other persons with her. 'fhey were again examining the form 
of her body, and endeavouring to pei'suade her to swallow some'inilk. 
She consented to try; she took a little into her mouth; arid di^ 
swallow a small quantity, perhaps half a spoonful. She said it felt 
very heavy on her stomach. She then also declared, that she had 
only been used to take a little tea, without either milk or sugar: 
but I should observe, that sugar was always placed in a cupboard 
within her reach, therefore she liad the power of taking it if she 
chose." 

Another Member of the Committee in a rpQcnt Com- 

municaiion, says ;-*— 

" OBSERVATIONS have been made since thetime tif the kte 
Wutcii, unperceived by her, from which it appears that Ann. Moon 
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bas b€!ea seen to^xldbit such movements as prove that she must havei 
some use of her lower limbs. Although the observer has never seen, 
her streteh out her legs^ yet he has distinctly seen her shift her po* 
sLtion from the middle to the corner of the bed in such a way, that 
he thought she was on the point of getting out of bed> which how- 
ever she did not do. 

He add8> '' She has not had many visitors lately, and I should 
imagine the number is daily decreasing. As £ar as appears^ poverty 
is coming fast upon her. They have been under the necessity of 
selling some of their cloaths, glass, &c/' 



The Rev. L. Richinond in his oj^cial Communication to 

the Secretary^ as one of the fVatchers^ observes : — 

# 

" HAVING not only occupied the station of watcher myself du- 
ring various periods of the late transaction, but having also had re- 
peated opportunities of witnessing her behaviour during the watches 
of other gentlemen, through my daily intercourse with her house, 
as a member of the local Committee; 1 had the means of com- 
paiing and contrasting her manner and appearance at different 
times with each other, t did not then think that her conduct be- 
trayed the marks of deception. 1 often thought her conversation 
and temper, unbecoming j but they did not apj>ear to me as the re- 
sult of deliberate artifice. I still conceived she might be sincere in 
the main assertion, although I believed that popularity and temporal 
elevation had much contributed to injure her spirit and disposition, 
as a christian. The solemnity of her conduct on the morning of 
breaking up the Watch revived better hopes, and I was willing to 
trust that at smcA a moment religious and moral integrity were in 
due exercise. The mind receives a painful shock on discovering the 
reverse to have been the case, and revolts at the remembrance of 
the scene. Few of us sufficiently know the depths of corruption in 
the human heart ! Much advantage, however, may be obtained, for 
our own sakes, f]t>m suitable contemplation even on so deplor- 
able a caeSe. I chiefly lament that a spirit of unbecoming levity, 
on a subject attended with so many serious facts, shoul4 in any in* 
stances have been^ suffered to transpire either in j^xiat or conver-i 
sation.*' 



*i 



'^ I think it right to observe that from comparing all the events 
of that morning (May 1) together, I entertain much doubt, whether 
she did herself actually apprehend death to be immediately at hand. 
The united testimony of so many intelligent gentlemen of the feciilty 
leaves me no room to suspect bat that in reality her danger «?<w 
great, l^ie also solemnly professed to us all, individually and colle?- 
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tively, shat she believed herself to be dying-. Notwithstanding l3oth 
df which circumstances, I n:yw think that she did secretly exjject to 
recover when the Watch ceased ; and that, awitilly wicked as her 
behaviour respecting the affidavit undoubtedly was, she acted that 
presuiBpttfoiis part under the expectation of a speedy amendment > 
rather than of approaching dissolution. This remark is perhaps of 
more consequence in a religious, than a physical point of view. Sut 
whatevci* might be the case then, christian feelings teach us to hope 
and pray, that before the hour of her real departure shall arrive, a 
just sense of her long proti*acted and complicated guilt may, throug-h 
a divine blessing, lead her to seek and obtain pardon at that throne of 
mgrcy, from which no true believing penitent is ever sent empty away. 

f ^' Tn regard to the final result of this Watch, more particularly as 
\t respects those who once believed in the integrity of the woman's 
case, 1 feel disposed to apply the language of the learned Hildanus, 
who for many years credited and recorded the particulars of tlie sup- 
poscid abstinence of Eva Flegon, a woman of the City of Mortz, in 
Germany. After the dete(;tion of her imposture, he was advised by 
his friends to cancel all that he had written concerning her in the 
second edition of liis work. On a principle of honorable consistency 
be declined doing so, adding ; " I am not ashamed to confess that I 
have been deceived in tlys matter ; for I know, that it is notorious 
to all that this woman has for more than thirty years past, imposed 
upon a very great number of eminent and most circumspect merij^ 
^veniu the very City of Moptz itself.** Hildanus then expresses a wish 
that some one acquainted with tlie whole history of the imposture 
would publish a detailed account of it, *' that for the future all per- 
sons might become more cautious in regard to fraudulent illusions of 
this kind.'* * From the consideration of this, and also the case of 
another abstinent, ApoUonia Schreieja, he declares his opinion that 
there is reason to suspect the accuracy of most of the facts which 
have been recorded upon the subject of abstinence, even by authors f 
of the highest reputation. 
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. * ^< Hottati siint amici nonnuUi, et quidem viri docti, at praescriptam oh' 
Rervatiouem 33 de falsa et fictitia iuediae puclla: Morsicnsis d^lerem, aliamque 
locum i&ufc.-titucrem. Cum vero kctorem c^ui jam priraam editioncm hOjus 
Inipsius Centuriae vidit, id in suis stndiis perturbare posse, apud me j>erpen- 
«t&rem, nihil in secunda hacce imprcssione nutare volu'i. Non enithpudetj hac 
in re me dcceptum esse confiteri, cum sciam, omnibus notum esse Spsam a 
triginta et amplius abhinc annis, iufinitis viris prsclarissimis et prudentissi" 
mis, etiam in ipsa urbe Mortz impossuisse. 

** Optarem autem ut aliquis eorum, qui ab initio bujus fictitis ihedise 
ipsam cos^noverunt tot am nc^otium conscriberet, et in publicum daret ; quo 
in posterum in hiyu^modi I'raudulentis iUustopibus cuncti cautiores esse 
.posscnt." 

f Nee non quam plurima, quse de hujusmodi inediisub authoribus quau^ 
t^imvis approbatissimis sparguntur, sa''>pecta mihi esse, ausim dicere.'* 

Hildan. Cei)t. V. Obscr.' 33. 
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Having watched through all fta stages the progress of the coM 
vrhich I apprehend she caught on the first day of the Watch, and in 
particular the increased state of mucous excretions occasioned by 
c^atarrh. Sec, i think that the wasting of her flesh was more rai»d 
than it otherwise would have been> and that her abiHty tq^ maintain 
the trial of the Watch for a longer period was of course dinliimi^ed. 
Had there been no presence of <iceidentoZ disease^ it seems probable 
that the Watch might have been prolonged for some days longer:; at 
least so it has appeared to me from close observations of the various 
symptoms which occurred. 

So far as I have been the instrument of bringing this expert* 
ment to an accomplishment^ I shall always rejoice that the trutli has 
been established. I think that physiology and morality are each 
benefited by the disclosure. In the eyes of some^ perhaps religion ms^ 
appear to have sufiered through the hypocritical assumption of its 
character and principles on' the part of this unhappy woman. But 
eventually I fear nothing on this score. Usefol lessons of watch- 
fulness and caution, will probably be learned dfrom the result of the 
recent investigation. Christianity will in the end be a gainer, and 
those who have engaged in this transaction in the spirit of humility 
and desire to do good, will find that their labour has not been in 
vain." 



While the foregoing pages were in the press, a very 
elegant work was published under the title of ,1 . 
Some Account of Mary Thomas^ of Tanyralt^ hu 
Merionethshire^ wJio has eonsted many years ivithout 
taking Food ; and of Ann Moore y commonly called 
the Fasting Woman of Tutbury^ accompanied by 
Portraits and illustrative Etchings, by James 
fVardf Esq. R. A'" Imper. folio. 
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" IT may not be unacceptable to the reader to see a few extmcts 
from a work which, from the beauty of its execution, is likely to 
deliver the history and portraits of these two extraordinary characters 
** down to posterity,*' and, as far as it concerns Ann Moore, *' to 
record her imposition to future generations." 

When Mr. Ward visited Mary Thomas* in 1802, she appeared 
to be free from pain, and had a marked character of serenity. He 



* This is the person ^hose case is given above, pagexix— ^Xii. 



wmnasurodhf-haeeif^aAmukf dibers, that sbe had fw yeeon ab- 
ftained fircMn every kuMl of food. He found " the teanporal aiterie* 
beatht^ strongly. Ihe puke at the wrist was marked by a r^^lar 
ine^knrky of bcerts; tw^ puleatioas quickly mcoeodkn^ each other, 
mid then a momentary pause befinre and alter the third. She put 
h» hand upon her ehest^ which produced the sensation of its bein^ 
j^Bced rnpsn a vkelelon. Hw le^ and th^fas wwe quite useless^ 
and doubled under her: her. arms were drawn v^ towards lier 
•hottlden at an acute angle.'' 

Mr. Ward found that she had been in this abstinent and crip- 
piled state ibr the greater part of a century» beii^ then very advanced 
in age. During ten years she had been in a state c^ torpcN*> ud- 
conscious of her own existopce, and during that interval took no 
Ifeind e£ sustenamee whatever. 

On recovering from this ten jfioar's state of torpidity, she 
expressed a desire to take the sacrament, but being unable to swa^ 
low a morsel of bread, the sacred rite was administa*ed to her, on 
IttT ofivn suggestion, in boiled egg; of which she took a portion no 
iai^r than the head of a pin. The clergyman of the parish in-* 
formed Mr. W. that he had thus frequently administered the sacra* 
ment to Mary Thomas : that on these occasions he always found her 
religious feelings soexalted> and her mind so uncommon, as to raise 
his adnuration and respect. As far as I could judge, piety and re* 
aigiaation were the prominent features of her character. 

Mr. W, visited her again in 1807: he then observed that ''all 
the veins from the nose to the eyes were largely distended^ some 
being of a purple colour, and others blue*->-the eyelids il9d-**th^ 
eyebrows ^-ery black — ^the skin of the face, anns, and chest much 
shrivelled, and wrapped o\'er the bones, apparently vrithout the in- 
teimediiun of musctes or cellular substance." 

The persons about her corroborated the circumstance of the 
fen years of torpidity; and they were convinced that she rec^ved 
no sustenance during that period. They admitted, however, that 
she dki now and then make an efifort, occasionally, to swallow a bit 
cf bread and drink a little water. But the quantity thus taken, did 
not exceed one ounce of bread in a fortnight, and one wine glass of 
wa*er, taken at intervals in minute quantities: and even thia 
did not remain in her stomach. Every effort to swallow produced 
sickness, and whatever she took into her stomach was generally re- 
jected immediately, or never remained more than ten minutes." 

Th0* a woman, who has existed between seventy and eighty 
years, almost withput food ; and certainly, according to evidence 
that does not in aiiy way seem obiectionable, for ten whole j'ipars. 
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wtthout the leafit paaticle of nutriment of: oaf kind orJorm p^$siii|^ 
her iips^ aad^withoat shewing any senaibility to or loiowlege oi tath 
tei*nal events ^ who neither had intestinal nor urinary excnetioos; 
presents a caseinost interesting and possibly instructive^ is hanily 
to be denied. In 1819 .this woman was still living." . 

Hve ver}' fine etchings illustrate this part of Mr* Waid's nar^ 
rative> respecting Mary Thomas. > 

The aqcount of Ann Moore wad drawn up previous to thereceat 
detection of imposture. 

**^The instance at Tutbury, in Staffordshire^ though vepjy sur- 
prising, can neither in dumtion or degree, be compart with this, 
yet existing in an obscure part of Wales.. The morbid state ^nd ab- 
stinence of Ami Moore, has continued not more than six or seven 
years, and some circuicnstances have arisen in its progress,, which 
have afforded a pretence for a charge of imposition. Having frequeiitly 
seen and conversed with this woman, and having drawn her portrait, 
from which the etchings No and 7 are taken, without joining with 
those who support her to the extent of her assertion of entire ab*- 
stinence ; or with others who would prove her to be, in every par- 
ticular, an impostor, I have believed it a duty I owed to society to 
record such facts as have fallen under mv own observation, or have 
be en reported to me by Ann Moore herself." 

Mr. W. visited her first in 1809, and records the usual parti- 
culars. ' 

In the month of November, 181 1, he saw heragain. He was "struck 
"with her improved appearance. Her face had become more fleshy j 
^nd on laying my hand across her back and stomach, the improve- 
Tnent was so remarkal>le, that I acknowledge my faith in her history 
to have been, for the first time, considerably staggered. She had a 
perfect recollection of me from my former visit two years before ; 
and retraced our conversation of that time with great exactness. 

^^ On the 6th of November I retwned again to Tutbury, and 
jfaadea tinrd visit to Ann Moore. In the interval betiween the 3d 
staii 6th, it was evident that a great change had taken place in her 
lieaUh. She was languid, and I think> much thinner. She had 
fits now very often, and tl^y were occasicHied by !^gi||b| causes. 
This iiiioming, <m the 6th, she had suffered three paroxysnf^. Two 
lingers of her left h»nd were closed, and it gave her much pain to 
ba^e them opened : tlie left arm was thrown back close to the spine 
4luring tlie fit. But the most impressive change I saw in her, 
was a sinking of the head bc^twcen the. shoulders, and a languid 
ixmingctown oiUie whole frame, as if oppressed by its own weighti 
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'^Notwitfastandu^ the extreme tenderness ami mocbid eenai- 
•bility of the \^ side, she had no feeling in the stomach and bowek; 
«nd tJie latter were perfectly flat, lying low^in a compact mass, oc- 
cupying the center of the pelvis, below the spines of the ilia, and 
appearing to have lain long in tliat position. 

''To this extraordinary morbid derangement of corporeal struc- 
ture and functions, is conjoined in Ann Moore, a mind of great sen- 
sibility, impetuous passions, corrected and chastened by the peculiari- 
ties of her present condition, and under which her intellect has 
gi*eatly improved : particularly the property of reminiscence; for she 
states that remote circumstances of her former life, supposed to have 
been forgotten for ever, have returned, during her illness, with the 
vivid colouring of recent events. To religion she seems indebted 
DOW for every consolation ; and her mind, fully charged with pious 
sentiments, dwells, with evident satis&ction, on subjects connected 
with this disposition. 

''There are individuals, however, who still doubt : and the best 
ground of their scepticism seems to be the continuance of this wo- 
man in a state far removed from emaciation, and with even an im.- 
proving external appearance, notwithstanding it is not denied that 
some of the excretions are going on in a natural manner, particularly 
sensible and insensible perspiration. The diurnal evaporation from. 
the surface of the body, which Ann Moore evidently experiences, 
would, imder common circumstances, soon exhaust a person who 
did not take food, or took it in a quantity disproportionably small: 
but she is to be considered as being in a peculiar and undefined 
state, from which the same conclusion cannot fairly be drawn. This 
undefined condition of the animal frame, though seldom oc- 
curing, has sometimes appeared in the records of medicine, often, 
possibly as an artifice, but surely in some instances, founded in 
truth. 

« 

The objection fo the validity of Ann JVIoore's histoiy arising .frona 
the fi-ame being so little extenuated by her long continued &ting, 
may perhaps, in a measure, be removed by having recourse to a known 
function of animal bodies, for the performance of which a system of 
vessels is exclusively destined^ It will possibly be difficult to prove, 
but I speak it with great submission to the medical faculty, that the 
absorbents in this instance, have not assumed an extended action for 
the perf)ip^anc» of the duties of other orgaas, which, from . some 
insciiitable change, have fallen into a state of torpidity, or have been 
rendered useless by excessive morbid irritability; and that she is not 
supported by the imbibition of fluid from the surrounding atmosphere. 
If a lad at Newmarket, when almost starved, in order that .he might 
Ve reduced to a proper weight for ridipg a match, gained in one 
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liotir thirty ounces by absorption: if sl negro^ gibbetted alive in 
South Carolina^ and kept without food and ddiik^ regularly dis- 
charged a large quantity of urine every moming> the materials for 
which were derived from the surroun'diiig atmosphere— what reason 
is there to deny that Ann Moore may receive nutriment from this 
source \ or that this nutriment^ if it be nothing but water, may 
not, under the peculiar change which has taken place in her system, 
be sufficient for the support of life r ' . . 

Mr. Ward afterwards says, "Without entering into a critical ex- 
amination of Dr. lienderson's pamphlet, the ingenuity and learning 
of which 1 folly admit, I must saly that I rose from the perusal of it 
with iny opinion of the veracity of Ann Mo(»:e unshaken by any 
proofe he has adduced. Yet I cannot deny but incidents have 
arisen which go to weakeit the evidence that supports the fact of 
the long continued abstinence of this woman. But it appears to me 
that the testimonies of the truth of her statements are more foil s^ 
convincing, than those which endeavour to establish the contrary : 
and the possibility of the phoencnnenon being aUowed, as I think it 
must, on the. history contained in the forst part of this narrative, it 
will require most positive proof to shew, satisfoctorily, that ^e is aa 
-impostor. 

But in whatever degree the case of Ann Moore may be equivo- 
cal, the circumstances which have given rise to the equivoodity, 
do not, in any degree, apply to that of Mary Thomas. 

She is emaciated, pdcn*, friendless, and almost unknown. No 
licentiousness has disgraced her early life; no charge of former im- 
posture is alleged against her ; there are no objectors, to her vera- 
city ; and her abstinence continues after the iminressions excited by 
its novelty have been worn away. Forty years ago she was seen 
and examined by a gentleman fully competent to judg^ of her case, 
and he does not doubt of its truth. When Mr. Pennant visited her 
-in 1770, he found, according to his own narrative, the ndghbour- 
hood convinced of her long and preternatural fasting : no suspicion 
had ever arisen of any fraud being practised, no motive for imposi- 
tion joflFered : few persons saw her, the neighbours excited, but 
those, who like Mr. Pennant, were seeking to illucidate the natural 
'liistory of the country, or to develope its picturesque seen^. This 
-gentleman examined, very minutely, into the fects and'8ymptx)ms of 
'her extraordinary case, and left her, follysatisf^ed oftheactual exist- 
ence of a peculiar state of the system of Mary Thomas, which en- 
abled her to live without the supplies of nutriment, at least in the 
usual routine and common form, by which Provide/ice has deter-^ 
tnined to repair the waste of the animal machine. 

j ■•  
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ShetheA wasandatill remaind, a wonderful instance of de« 
viatian from the common course of nature: a proof of the possibility 
<>f life being sustaiued« for a great^ nimiber of years« without food." 

Two etchings of Ann Moore* accompany this publication. 

The dedication of the book beai*s the date of March 20,. 1813. 

4 A supplement is stitched into Mr. Ward's publication, in which 
he mentions the result of the late Watch on Ann Moore. 

He says, "The extreme moral depravity of this woman, caa 
only be equalled, probably, by her self denial ; for it certainly ap- 
pears, that, for nine days and nights, she remained without sus- 
tenance. 

The case of Mary Thomas is, by this confession of Ann Moore, 
rendered at least doubtful; and I am sorry to add, that a full and 
satisfactory developement of the particulars is prevented by her 
death, which occurred some time in the last year. But it does not 
follow as a necessary consequence, that Maiy Thomas must be an 
impostor, because the Tutbury woman has confessed her guilt. The 
whole tenor of her conduct and the absence of obvious motives £or 
the practice of fraud, do yet give a degree of authenticity to her 
liistory. Having, however, been so far deceived by the plausibility 
and earnest observations of Ann Moore, I feel that the evidence ia 
fevofur of Mary Thomas has been much weakened/* 

The editors of the I«ondon Medical and Physical. Journal for 
August, 1813, speaking of this publication df Mr. Ward, observe, 
that *'the extreme emaciation of Mary Thomas Is happily shown 
in the etcliings > and indeed nothing short of these fac similes, could 
distinctly point out the absolute loss of muscular fibre, and the 
dii^hanous representation of a skeleton dimly seen through the 
shrivelled integument/* 

In the same number of that Journal, Mr. Dunn, Surgeon, com- 
mimicates some observsU^ions en abstinence, and quotes the treatise 
In the Harleian Miscellany, referred to above at page xxiv, with, 
the case of Martha Taylor. * 

He writes, " In consequence t)f the great attention which has 

been bestowed by the philosophical world to the impostor Ann 

•Moore, together with the spirit of enquiry wliich sUll exists as to 

the possibility of the human animal subsisting without food, I have 

>»■ '  " 1 1 II. I  t I 11 

*■ A ifvell engraved likeness of Ann Moore bas been also published by 
Messrs. Mosley and Tuunicliff, of Derby. 
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transmitted to you the following extracts from a pap^ in the Har- 
lelan Miscellany^ which I thought at the least curious and perhi^ 
not without souie degree of interest" 

'*His exordium, 'consisting of a collection of similar in- 
stances, bears strong testimony of such occasioned deviati(His £rom 
the course of nature: and I must confess, although at a loss to ac« 
count for it, we are by no means to disregard such a mass of evidence, 
let the impositions have been ever so numerous. Many other fhcts 
less palpable to the community at large, and much less susceptible 
of proof, are believed, althougii equally inexplicable,; and decep- 
tions of this kind ai>e so easily detected by the eye of the vulgar as 
v^ as that of the philosopher, we ought to be no less cautious in 
our rejection of what appears supernatural, than in giving it our 
implicit obedience. Credulity and incredulity are alike the ofispring 
€^ unreflecting habits* Too great a pliability cm the one side, and 
too much inflexibility on the other, are obstacles that will always in* 
tjUTupt the way to truth." (page 104.) 

Mr. Dunn then quotes a long list of cases of abstinence fh)m 
tbe abovementioned paper, and adds, ''most of these cases are cer- 
tai^y too unnatural to attempt to refute, however gravely they 
have been asserted. Useless, thei'efore, as the task would be tci 
disprove what nobody would believe, as well as to combat with ar- 
^ments the existence of what has been said to be seen, believed^ 
and sworn to^ it would be equally unjust to doubt the authenticity 
of the whole. The case which the author himself has related^ bears, 
fitrong testimony of the possibility of the human body subsisting 
imder privations of food for a number of days, if we do not give 
cjtedit for the fall time he has represented. 

Then Mr. D. extracts the case of Martha Taylor, 

He afterwards observes, *' The principle of lifo in the torpid 
animals is certainly maintained by some mysterious laws quite in* 
dependant of circulation, secretion, or digestion : for, according to 
the observation of Hunter, a portion of food put into the stoinach 
of one of these animals in their dormant state, will not bel'^acted 
upon till the season when its customary functions are renewed ; and- 
yet it continues subject to the properties of living matter. It resists 
putrefaction and possesses muscidar power> whenever called intc^ 
action by its proper stimuli" 



A Letter has been received from a Member of the Cam^ * 
mittce^ resident in Tutbury^ dated August 12, 

1&13, Jvom which theJbUowing is an extrctct :- — 

> 

^^ ANN MOORE voluntarily quitted this place at 
half past seven this morning. She was seated in an 
open cart amidst several articles of furniture : but her 
face was not exposed^ and she appeared to be well 
wrapped in wooUen. I saw her removed from the 
door of her house to the cart^ which was placed as 
conveniently as possible, and her body had the usual 
appearance of contraction and emaciation. At the mo- 
ment of her departure there was much less confusion 
than might have been expected. Upon the whole, 
things were attended with tolerable order^ and what 
was very satisfactory, litde or no violence was at- 
tempted to be ofiereu to her person. When the cart was 
moved off, there was a general shout, but the crowd 
immediately dispersed without molesting her. It is 
said she is to take up her abode with a relation about 
nine miles distant. I believe she is reduced to the 
necessity of removing, as they have sold a great part 
of their furniture, which must have been to answer 
present purpMes." 
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On ^ review of the rise, continuance, and final 
detection of this imposture, the christian moralist will 
recollect the observations of Zophar, the friend of 
Job, and connect them with the circumstances of the 
present nanrative. 

^^ Rnowest thou not this of old, since man was 
placed upon earth, that the triumphing of the wicked 
IS short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for* a mo* 
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sient ? Though his excelle»ey monnt up to the hea- 
vens, and' his head reach unto the clouds ; yet he shall 
perish like his own dung : they which have seen him, 
shall say, where is he ? He shall fly away as a dream, 
apd shall not be lound : yea, he shall be chased away 
as a vision of the night. The eye, also, which saw 
him^ shall see him no more : neither shall his place 
any more behold him.^ — He hath swallowed down 
riches, and he shall vomit them up again. — Surely he 
shall not feel quietness in his belly, he shall not save 
of that which he desired. — In the fulness of his suffi- 
ciency be shall be in straits : every hand of the wicked 
shall come upon him. — The heaven shall reveal his 
iniquity; and the earth shall rise up against him. 
The increase of his house shall depart, and his goods 
shall flow away in the day of God's wrath. This is 
the portion of a wicked man from God, and the heri- 
tage appointed unto him by God." 

Job. XX. 4, 9, 15, 20, 22, 27, 29. 

Still, however, the christian, con&cious of the glb- 
rtous harmony which sub$ists between the attributes 
of the Deity whom he worships, will earnestly pray, 
that, otit of the depths of poverty, disgrace and wretch- 
edness, the voice of true repentance may yet be 
heard to break forth, and that the God of wisdom, 
power, and love, will in the midst of " Wrath remem- 
ber mercy •'^ 
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t^S SKADER's ATONTIOIf IS RfeOUSStBO TO TBB rOL10lnV« 

Strata; 

Page 8, line 10, dele t in imporfani. 

-«-^ ]5» ^9, for cmiMtant^ read eomiiiml* 

31 , for on entering, read ott /Aor enHering. 
3« for flr*, read trtfr^. 

'^ from bDttQm, for ctmeiam, read totumus, 

32, for 2» /*>, read info. 
Note at bottom^ for onferf^Em^^ read tfinfifafamf, 

IN APPENDIX. 

Page H, line iii from hottom, tor illii, read OH, 
*— iii, iii, for unrfwm read ^au^^inii. 
•-— iv, vi from hoitom,foTammulaied,rtaAaMt(miiaied, - 
— —  X, viii from bottom, for el, read ex. 
— — zT^ In the note at the foot of the extract from Mr. 

Granger's paper, aCter the words historia siugu* 
laris. Cent. vi. obs. ^3, the following para* 
gfajph is omitted : — ^«*.I am well aware that a 
• distinction must be ibade between the ohtertfo- 

turns and the opinions of Hildanus ; the evidence 
"of the farmer being strongly contrasted with the 
ca^traragance of the latter. He held out, -that 
' these examples of abstinence were signs and mi- 
laeles^ by which divine g-oodness notified im- 
Jc pending calamities, and stirred up sinners to re- 

' ' '^' pentance. After all this misplaced, piety, be 
veiymuch doubted if they were not c/evilif A t^ 
Itf^pns, The vague account, which MimkeimiuM 
sent last to Hildanus, is by no means capable of 
fixing limits to EvaFlegeu's ebstiaejoce. 
ijiii, ddte / 
jjcxi, for editof^s comments, ttBAedHof*s comment » 

i, after form^ add, theories. 
xii, ioT entitle, veaA entitles, 
xxi, after ffwa//, add ". 
xxviii, fi>r has, read have. 
xxviii, for light, read tight. 
xviii, for transaction, read transactions, 
V, dele ; 
Erase in ipsius in the fourth line of the Latin notc^ 
and place it after aUamqtte in the second. 
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